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In compiling the reports on the autumn maneuvers of 1898 in Europe, 
data from both official and unofficial sources have been used. There has 
been taken from official reports and military periodicals such matter as 
would seem to furnish, in narrative form, to American officers the most 
interesting and instructive account obtainable. The description of the 
English maneuvers is taken from the official report, "Army and Navy 
Gazette/' and "Broad Arrow. " The official report is replete with details, 
and contains much valuable information, which it is not practicable to 
print in this document. The description of the French maneuvers is 
taken from official reports, omitting such portions as do not bear directly 
upon the solution of the problems involved. The description of the Aus- 
trian, German, and Russian operations is taken from the ' ' Revue Militaire 
de l'Etranger," with an extract from " Beiheft zum Militar Wochenblatt." 
The description of the Swiss maneuvers is taken from the "Allgemeine 
Schweizerische Militar Zeitnng" and from the "Revue Militaire Suisse." 
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AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN ARMY MANEUVERS. 



GENERAL SCOPE OF MANEUVERS. 

Maneuvers organized in imitation of real warfare were first 
introduced in Austria, and other armies have since then 
adopted the plan, some carrying the scheme much further 
and employing greater numbers than was ever contemplated 
in Austria. 

The imperial maneuvers of 1898 took place during the month 
of September in Upper Hungary, where the sixth corps, with 
headquarters at Kaschau, maneuvered against a corps formed 
from troops taken from the neighboring stations, while the 
seventh corps (Temesvar) maneuvered against the twelfth 
corps (Siebenburg). The Honved cavalry brigades and divi- 
sions stationed in these districts took part in the exercises. 

The maneuvers between the seventh and twelfth corps, or 
those of Buzias, so named from the locality, are described in 
the following account : 

MANEUVER AREA. 

In former years maneuvers were held in both parts of the 
Empire — that is, both in Austria and in Hungary. In 1898 
the theater was limited to Upper Hungary. The maneuvers 
of Buzias took place in the eastern part of the Banat of 
Temesvar, near the border of Transylvania. The operations 
proper were conducted on an undulating terrain, which forms 
the approach of the extensive plain of the Hungarian Alfold. 
This plain was bounded on the east and southeast by the chain 
of the Transylvania Alps, which rise quite abruptly. With 
the exception of the upper part, the valley of the Temes River 
presents the character of an extended steppe. When the 
plain assumes a more rugged character, the water courses 
coming from the Transylvania Alps form deep ravinos. The 
southern part of this valley forms an extended crest, which 
culminates in the peak of Petro Semenica, 1,500 meters high, 
at the source of the Temes River. 

(7) 



8 AUTUMN MANEUVERS. 

The plain is covered from northwest to southwest by the 
two extensive woods of Dragsina and Dumbrawa, leaving only 
one open plain, about 8 to 10 kilometers wide, in the center of 
which is located Buzias. 

Buzias, a small village of 3,000 inhabitants, is a bathing 
resort, and is connected by railway with Lugos, the most im- 
portant city in Temesvar, at a distance of 34 kilometers, and 
with Werschetz. Buzias is thus connected with the Transyl- 
vanian and Roumanian system of railways. 

The district has few roads, only the high roads, as that of 
Temesvar, Lugos, and Buzias, being rock-ballasted and kept in 
good order. The others are ordinary country roads, practi- 
cable, however, during the maneuvers of 1898 on account of 
the' long dry spell. The villages are for the most part laid 
out in regular squares. They were built during the begin- 
ning of the last century, after the recapture of this country 
from the Turks. The principal industry of this section is the 
raising of corn. At the time of the maneuvers the corn was 
still covering the country in all directions and standing some 
7 feet high, rendering the terrain all but impracticable for 
artillery and cavalry. 

GENERAL SUPPOSITION. 

The general theme for the maneuvers of Buzias was the 
following: 

Austria- Hungary is at war with Russia. 

The principal army is sent into the field from the northeast 
(Galicia). The hostile army has crossed Roumania and has 
penetrated into Transylvania. It has met with no serious re- 
sistance thus far. This army detaches a corps (the twelfth) 
to Temesvar, with orders to advance on the enemy, who is 
assembling on the south of the Banat. 

The latter force (the seventh corps) is to advance on Temes- 
var, and to resist the hostile advance toward the Banat. 

In order to give the maneuvers the greatest possible sem- 
blance of actual warfare, the minister of war has ordered that 
the service of subsistence should exercise no influence what- 
ever on the course of the operations or on the selection of 
camps and cantonments of the troops. The general staff offi- 
cers of the larger organizations had orders to supply their 
troops as would be the case under war conditions, subsistence 
and reserve supplies to be procured in this manner. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE OPPOSING FORCES. 

The direction of the maneuvers was intrusted, under orders 
of the Emperor, to the chief of the general staff, Baron de 
Beck. His headquarters comprised one section of operations 
and one section of details. 

The troops participating were formed into two parties— that 
of the West (seventh army corps) under command of Lieu- 
tenant Field Marshal Schutzer, and that of the East (twelfth 
army corps) under command of Lieutenant Field Marshal 
Probzt von Ohstorff . 

The troops and numbers composing the corps were as 
follows : 



SEVENTH ARMY CORPS. 

Seventeenth infantry division : 

Thirty-third infantry brigade { 

Thirty-fourth infantry brigade J 

Thirty -fourth infantry division : 

Sixty-seventh infantry brigade { 

Sixty-eighth infantry brigade J 

Twenty-third honved infantry division: 

Forty-fifth infantry brigade 

Forty -sixth infantry brigade 

Seventh cavalry division : I 

Seventh cavalry brigade I 

Twenty -second Honved cavalry brigade | f 

Corps artillery |.. 

Pioneers h . 

Light bridge train i . . 

Balloon section . 



Bat- 
talion!. 



12 



12 



14 



Squad- Bat- 
roDfl. teriee. 



is 



4 

4 

4 

1 
4 



Guns. 



Total seventh army corps 38 



24 



17 



TWELFTH ARMY CORPS. 



Sixteenth infantry division : 

Thirty-first infantry brigade , ) 12 

Thirty -second infantry brigade [ \ • 

Thirty-fifth infantry division : 

Sixty -ninth infantry brigade ) - « 

Seventieth infantry brigade \ 

Thirty-eighth Honved infantry division: | 

Seventy-fifth infantry brigade ) - , 

Seventy- sixth infantry brigade ) 

Twelfth brigade of cavalry 1 

Corps artillery j 

Pioneers 



2 
2 

2 

12 



Light bridge train 
Ball 



1 

4 



oon section 

Total twelfth army corps 



30 



18 



17 



Total of the twocorps j 77 



42 



16 
16 
16 

6 

16 



70 



16 



16 



16 

6 
16 



ro 



34 140 



Ploneor 
compa- 
nies. 
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10 AUTUMN MANEUVERS. 

For the service of observation there was attached to each 
corps one section of balloon with the necessary train. Cyclist 
sections were attached to the maneuvers headquarters and to 
each superior commander. .Each army corps had a detach- 
ment of the field telephone train and a detachment of the 
postal service, which has charge of delivery and collection of 
mail and sending of money. 

Each independent brigade and division was given the pro- 
portionate war allowance of sanitary troops, calculated on 
the maneuver strength. 

DETAILS OF THE DAIL.T OPERATIONS. 

The general idea in accordance with which the maneuvers 
were carried out was as follows : 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

The main West army is in the theater of operations to the 
northeast (Galicia). The seventh corps has been, up to the 
present time, in observation on the Little Save and Danube. 
A hostile army has suddenly crossed the southern frontier 
and penetrated Transylvania, and has pushed to the north 
the few troops in this district and occupied the central part of 
this territory. 

Upon the reported advance of important hostile forces 
toward the west, the seventh corps, in the meantime assem- 
bled near Werschetz, received instructions to advance toward 
Temesvar* in order to dispute the invasion of the Banat 
district. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

The main army of the enemy is in the theater of operations 
to the northeast (Galicia). 

Several hostile divisions have been for some time occupying 
the central frontier of Hungary. 

The army (East) has penetrated into Transylvania by the 
passes Tour Rouge and Vulkan and has driven back the hos- 
tile forces which were in observation of the frontier. The 
twelfth corps has been sent to the west to occupy Temesvar 
and Arad.f 



* Temesvar is to be occupied shortly by landsturm organizations from 
Western Hungary. 

fAt Temesvar and Arad there are small garrisons, which are being 
fortified. 
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When it is reported that the enemy, stationed until then on 
the Save and Danube, is concentrated in the south of the 
Banat district, the thirteenth corps will be instructed to ad- 
vance for the present against this force. 

On September 1, the official opening of the maneuvers, the 
two armies were cantoned as follows : 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

[Note. — Names in italic designate stations of the headquarters.] 

Headquarters, Nagy Zsam ; 
Seventeenth infantry division, Denta; 
Twenty-third infantry division, Nagy Zsam, Kis-Zsam ; 
Thirty- fourth infantry division, Moravicza, Werschetz ; 
Seventh cavalry division, Ferendya, Kis Serrikiek, Temes- 
Buttyn ; 

Corps artillery, Moravicza. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

Headquarters, Facset; 

Sixteenth infantry division, Klicsova, Leukusest, Szuszany; 

Thirty-eighth infantry division, Boszu, Igasfalva ; 

Thirty-fourth infantry division, Kapolnas, Soborsin ; 

Twelfth cavalry division, Lugos, Hezeres ; 

Corps artillery, Igasfalva. 

Under these conditions the two cavalry columns were 50 
kilometers apart. The two corps, separated by about 80 kilo- 
meters, had two divisions in the first line and one in the sec- 
ond line. That of the twelfth corps, 20 kilometers in rear, the 
valley of the Maros, and that of the seventh corps immedi- 
ately in rear of the first line. 

The 2d and 3d of September were taken up by the service 
of observation and information by means of reconnoissance 
and patrols. 

The seventh corps (West army) sent out five detachments 
and four officers' patrols, who reached, by the afternoon of 
September 1, the line Zsebely-Liebling-Bereny-Kadar-Jers- 
zeg-Roman-Bogsan, the boundary set for that day's opera- 
tions. The patrols and detachments pushed on during Sep- 
tember 2 and 3 and reached their destination. 

The twelfth corps (East army) sent out officers' patrols and 
two detachments, who were to reach, but not pass, the line 
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Keped-Magyar-Szakos-Viszag on September 1, and the line 
Roma-Gattaja-Nagy Koveres on September 2. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER *. 

In the evening of September 1 the two corps commanders 
gave their orders as follows : 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

The seventh corps, assembled near Werschetz, will oppose the 
advance of the enemy into the Banat district. For this pur- 
pose the seventh cavalry division will advance toward Roman- 
Sztamura, Oetvosd, Cserna, Bereny. 

The seventeenth infantry division, with the balloon section, 
marches on Zsebely, Czakova. 

The thirty-fourth infantry division and the corps artillery 
will go into cantonment at feerekertcza and Denta. 

The twenty-third Honved infantry division will proceed 
toward Gattaja. 

The corps headquarters will be established at Gattaja. 

Service of Information. — The seventh cavalry division 
will reconnoiter the zone comprised between the Bega, from 
Remeta and up, and the line Roman-Bogsan-Prebul-Obres- 
cha. On the 3d the main body should reach the region to the 
east of the Dumbrawa Wald. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

The twelfth corps will first enter the region of Buzias- 
Szilas, then oppose the enemy. 

For this purpose the various organizations will take the 
following positions on September 2 : 

Sixteenth infantry division, Boldur and North Kostely. 
The division will construct a pontoon bridge across the Temes 
at North Kostely. 

Thirty-eighth Honved infantry division and the corps artil- 
lery, Lugos and Herendjest. 

Thirty-fifth infantry division, Boszur, Igasfalva, and Bas- 
zest, 2 battalions; a half battery and half squadron under 
Lieutenant Colonel v. Arz, from Szudrias to Szatunuk. The 
telephone section and balloon park follow the thirty-eighth 
division. 

The two head divisions will regulate their movements so as 
to cross the Temes at 12 noon ; the thirty-fifth division will 
leave Kapolnas at 6 o'clock a. m. 

The corps headquarters will be at Lugos after 12 o'clock 
noon. 

The main body of the twelfth cavalry brigade will reach 
the district Keped, Buzias, Szilas, on the 2d of September. 
On the 3d of September the cavalry will regulate its move- 
ments in such a manner as to reconnoiter the lines of march 
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of the enemy and the distribution of his forces. If the cav- 
alry is driven in, it will fall back on the left wing of the army 
corps toward Izgar. The twenty-third battalion of chasseurs 
will establish a post of observation (1 officer, 30 chasseurs, 
and 5 troopers) on the Skamien, this post to be connected by 
telephone with the telegraph office at Buzias. 

The cavalry brigade will guard the bridges of Lugos until 
the arrival of the twenty-third infantry division. 

The execution of these orders brought about a movement of 
both corps toward Buzias, the twelfth corps still having one 
division in the second line far to the rear. 

The cantonments occupied on the evening of September 2 
were as follows : 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

Headquarters, Gattaja; 

Seventeenth infantry division, Zsebely, Csakova; 

Thirty-fourth infantry division, Kisszt. Gyorgy, Omar, 
Denta; 

Twenty-third Honved infantry division, Gattaja, Kis et 
Nagy, Semlak; 

Seventh cavalry division, Oetvosd, Roman-Sztamura, 
Bereny ; 

Corps artillery, Denta. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

Headquarters, Lugos; 
Sixteenth infantry division, Nagy-Kostely ; 
Thirty-eighth Honved infantry division, Lugos, Herend- 
jest; 

Thirty-fifth infantry division, Igasfalva, Baszest ; 
Seventh cavalry division, Szilas, Buzias, Keped ; 
Corps artillery, Lugos. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 3. 

The corps commanders gave orders for the day, which may 
be condensed into the following : 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

The seventh corps will continue its advance. 

The seventeenth division, with balloon park, will march on 
Ikloda, Roman-Sztamura, and Liebling. 

The twenty-third division on Vegvar and Kadar. 

The thirty-fourth infantry division and the corps artillery 
on Sipet and Bereny. 



^ 
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Hour of departure, 5.30 o'clock a. m. 

The headquarters will move to Bereny. 

Infantry company patrols will be sent out toward the 
Skamien, the Blanca, and the Corrietulen. 

The seventh infantry division, in accordance with instruc- 
tions, will move to the zone east of the Dumbrawa Wald. It 
will assemble at 6.30 o'clock at the northeast of Oetvosd. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

On September 3 the units of the twelfth corps will move as 
follows : 

The sixteenth infantry division via Szinerszeg on Buzias 
and Keped. 

The thirty-eighth infantry division and the corps artillery 
via Daruvar on Szilas. 

Lieutenant Colonel v. Arz's detachment on Magyar-Szakos. 

The thirty-fifth infantry division on Lugos. 

The corps commander will march on the road Lugos-Bu- 
zias. 

The twelfth cavalry brigade will march in advance and 
act in accordance with previous instructions. It will assem- 
ble in the basin to the south of Buzias faced to the west. 
Advance guard, one squadron. 

The twenty-third battalion of chasseurs will occupy the 
Skamien with two companies ; the other two companies will 
advance on Temes-Vukovar. 

The marches thus executed brought the three divisions of 
the seventh corps on the same line, while the second line of 
the twelfth corps was still 25 kilometers in rear. 

The operations of this day (3d of September), brought 
about a meeting of the opposing cavalry forces, both being 
ordered to continue their reconnoissances. While the seventh 
division (West army) marched to the east, on Temes-Vuko- 
var, the twelfth cavalry brigade was about to establish itself 
to the southeast of point 133, where it awaited information 
as to the march of the enemy. At 8.10 a. m. the twelfth 
brigade, hearing that the seventh division was occupying the 
heights of Temes-Vukovar, rapidly advanced to the other 
side of the railway and deployed, faced to the east, in line of 
columns. The artillery took position and opened fire on the 
enemy's column. Unfortunately, the standing corn impeded 
the movement and the artillery had to be formed in mass. 
At this moment the regiment at the head of the seventh 
division (the seventh hussars) covered by woods which bor- 
dered the Surgany-Arok, succeeded in reaching a slight 
depression, and from there charged the flank of the twelfth 
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brigade, which was in the process of re-forming its lines. This 
flank attack, coincident with the attack of the main body of 
the seventh division, led to the defeat of the twelfth brigade, 
which retired in the direction of Buzias without active pur- 
suit on the part of the hostile cavalry. 

The situation of the twelfth brigade was a disadvantageous 
one. Inferior in numbers, it had to march in open terrain 
in a hostile country, where the superior numbers of the 
enemy had the greatest advantage. The standing corn added 
to the difficulties of the brigade in allowing the seventh 
hussars to approach unseen at the very moment of the de- 
ployment of the twelfth brigade. The seventh division on 
the other hand knew how to profit by the occasion in a charge 
and consequent defeat of the enemy. 

At the close of this day's maneuvers the following were 
the cantonments of the forces : 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

Headquarters, Bereny; 

Seventeenth infantry division, Ikloda, Roman-Sztamura, 
Liebling ; 
Thirty-fourth infantry division, Bereny, Cserna, Sipet; 
Twenty-third Honved infantry division, Kadar, Vegvar; 
Seventh cavalry division, Dragsina, Torok-Szakos, Ujlak ; 
Corps artillery, Sipet. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

Headquarters, Buzias; 

Sixteenth- infantry division, Buzias, Keped; 

Thirty-eighth Honved infantry division, Szilas; 

Thirty-fifth infantry division, Isugos, Harmadia, Hezeres ; 

Detachment of Lieutenant Colonel v. Arz, Magyar-Szakos ; 

Corps artillery, Szilas ; 

Twelfth cavalry brigade, Hittyas, Rakovitza, Dragojest. 

Sunday, the 4th of September, was a day of rest and the 
two corps remained in the cantonments indicated above. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 5. 

The following were the orders issued for this day : 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

The seventh corps will assume the offensive, and for this 
purpose the various organizations will march as follows : 

Tne seventeenth infantry division, the corps artillery, and 
the balloon park via Temes-Vukovar in such direction as to 
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leave the vineyards of Szilas to its right. Direction of the 
right wing, the inclosure north of Daruvar. The sixty- 
seventh infantry brigade and the artillery of the thirty-fourth 
division via Niczkifalva and the inclosure south of Szilas 
toward the line Obianda-Daruvar. The twenty-third Honved 
infantry division in two columns, the right with the divisional 
artillery from Temes-Doboz on D. So'imul; left column via 
point 201 (south of Szilas) toward point 302. 

The sixty-seventh infantry division will march in rear of 
the twenty-third division toward the Wolfsberg. The sev- 
enth cavalry division, covering the left wing, will march via 
Buzias on Szwierzey. The seventeenth division will furnish 
a support of one battalion. 

The advance guards will pass the line of the outposts at 
7 a. m. 

The corps artillery will take position at 6 a. m. at the south 
entrance of Roman-Sztamura, tne artillery of the thirty- fourth 
division at the same time at the south entrance of Bereny. 

The corps headquarters will leave Blaszova at 7 a. m M and 
will proceed via Niczkifalva to the Wolfsberg. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

The two advanced divisions of the twelfth corps will assume 
a defensive position at 7.30 a. in. to-morrow, the 3d of Sep- 
tember, strengthened by intrenchments on the crest of the 
slope west of the Szinaser Berg. 

The sixteenth division, except the thirty-first brigade, will 
occupy the northern part of tne position, to the ravine near 
point 296 ; the right flank will be covered by one battalion to 
the north of Buzias. 

The thirty-eighth Honved division (except the twenty-first 
Honved regiment) and the corps artillery to the south of the 
thirty-second brigade. 

The detachment of .Lieutenant Colonel v. Arz will cover 
the left flank. The corps reserves, thirty-first Honved bri- 
gade, the twenty-first Honved regiment, and a half squadron 
to the east of Skamien, where the corps headquarters will be 
found. The twelfth brigade of cavalry will march in advance 
to the north of Buzias. 

The thirty-fifth infantry division will leave Buzias at 8 a. 
m. and march at first on Daruvar. The divisional artillerv 
will march with the advance guard. 

The balloon park will remain at the disposition of the six- 
teenth infantry division. 

The battle, which ensued according to the movements 
ordered, lasted three hours, at the end of which time the 
inferiority of the twelfth corps was fully shown. The thirty- 
fifth infantry division of the twelfth corps did not arrive until 
the day had been lost and the retreat commenced. The signal 
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"cease fire" was then given and the line of outposts for the 
night was indicated. 

The difficult attack on Skamien, along abrupt slopes, cut 
up with many ravines, presented a difficult task to the troops. 
Their good appearance at the end of this day's maneuvers was 
a good index of their training and endurance. 

At the end of this day's maneuvers the troops were can- 
toned as follows : 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

Headquarters, Szilas. 

Seventeenth infantry division, Buzias, Bakovar. 

Thirty-fourth infantry division, Szilas. 

Twenty-third Honved infantry division, Izgar. 

Corps artillery, Szilas. 

Seventh cavalry division, Dragojest, Keped, Rakowicza. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

Headquarters. Daruvar. 
Sixteenth infantry division, Hodos. 

Thirty-fifth infantry division, 1st vanfalva, Daruvar, Inire- 
falva. 
Thirty-eighth Honved infantry division, Vecsehaza. 
Corps artillery, Imrefalva. 
Twelfth cavalry brigade, Boldur, Zsabar. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 6. 

The following were the orders issued for this day : 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

The seventh corps will continue the pursuit of the enemy 
in the general direction of Daruvar. Tne seventeenth infan- 
try division will advance in two columns in the space between 
the road Buzias-Lugos arid the line La Lac, inclosure north of 
Herendjest. 

The thirty-fourth infantry division will advance in two 
columns from Szilas to Daruvar. 

The twenty-third Honved infantry division will advance 
over D. Soimul and Imrefalva on Vecsehaza. 

The heads of the advance guards will pass tha line of out- 
posts at 8 a. m., September 6. 

The seventh infantry division will march from Keped on 
Obianda so as to pass tne road Lugos-Buzias at (J. 30 a. m. It 
will pass the line of outposts at the corner to the southeast of 

1716-^2 
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the woods at Dumbrawa at 8 a. m. and advance to the front 
and the right flank. 

The headquarters of the corps will march with the thirty- 
fourth division. It will leave Szilas at 6 a. m. and march 
over Obianda and Daruvar. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

The twelfth corps will, to-raorrow, the 6th, attack the 
seventh corps and attempt to force it back toward the 
southwest. 

For this purpose the sixteenth infantry division will 
advance from Hodos in two columns to La Lac and Szinerzeg, 
respectively. 

The thirty -fifth infantry division will advance toward 
point 105 (Dumbrawa Wald) and will cover its left flank by 
two battalions and a half squadron, which will advance on 
Obianda. 

The advance guards will pass the line of outposts at 8 a. m. 

The thirty-eighth Honv6d infantry division, with the corps 
artillery, will reach Hodos at 7 a. m. 

The twelfth cavalry brigade will cover the right flank and 
will reconnoiter the terrain between the line Szinerszeg-Szilas- 
Niczkifalva and the Temes. The corps headquarters will at 
first march with the sixteenth infantry division. 

The signal for the battle of this day was given at 8.30 a. m. 
by the horse batt.ery of the seventh cavalry division, which 
opened fire on the heads of the columns of the hostile thirty- 
eighth infantry division. At the same time the horse battery 
of the twelfth cavalry brigade opened fire on the advance 
guard of the seventeenth infantry division near Szinerszeg. 
Shortly after 9 o'clock the two north wings of the opposing 
corps (the seventeenth and the eighth infantry divisions) 
opened the combat near this locality. 

At 8 a. m. the Emperor took position on the heights where 
the seventh corps was to deploy. When, toward 11 a. m., 
the twelfth corps made its main attack, the Emperor caused 
the "cease fire" to be sounded. The seventh corps then 
received orders to retire. 

The troops were cantoned for the night of the 6th of 
September as follows: 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

Headquarters, Szilas; 

Seventeenth infantry division, Buzias, Bukovar; 

Thirty-fourth infantry division, Szilas; 



AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 1 9 

Twenty-third Honved infantry division, Izgar, Temes- 
Doboz ; 
Corps artillery, Szilas ; 
Seventh cavalry division, Rakowicza, Hittyias, Szirbova. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

Headquarters, Daruvar; 
Sixteenth infantry division, Hodos; 

Thirty-fifth infantry division, Daruvar , Istvanfalva, Imre- 
falva; 
One regiment at Magyar-Szakos ; 
Thirty-eighth infantry division, Szinerszeg; 
Corps artillery, Daruvar; 
Twelfth cavalry brigade, Ohaba-Forgacs, Boldur. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 7. 

The seventh corps took the defensive • and occupied the 
position on the heights of Szilas and Skamien. 

The twelfth corps renewed the attack and attempted to 
drive the enemy to the northwest. 

The orders for the day were as follows : 

SEVENTH CORPS (WEST ARMY). 

The seventh corps will abandon the offensive and take posi- 
tion south of Buzias. For this purpose the seventeenth 
infantry division, reenforced by the corps artillery and the 
seventh cavalry division, will occupy the terrain between the 
Temes and the height which connects the Szilazer Berg with 
the Skamien. 

The thirty-fourth infantry division, with the exception of 
the sixty-seventh infantry brigade, will occupy this height at 
point 302. 

The sixty-seventh infantry brigade, forming the corps 
reserve, will be formed in mass faced to the east, in the de- 
pression of the Valea Neagra. These positions will be occu- 
pied not later than 7.30 a. m. ' 

The twenty-third Honved infantry division will assemble 
in two lines faced to the east, at point 197, south of Szilas. 

The corps headquarters will be found on the Skamien after 
7 a. m. 

TWELFTH CORPS (EAST ARMY). 

The twelfth corps will renew the attack of yesterday. 

For this purpose the main column of the thirty-eighth 
Honved infantry division will advance along the road from 
Szinerszeg to Buzias. It will be covered by a detachment 
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alone the inclosure north of the Dumbrawa Wald, having 
the clock tower of Buzias as point of direction. A battalion 
will march by way of La Lac in order to establish connection 
with the thirty-fifth infantry division. 

The thirty-fifth infantry division will direct its principal 
column from Daravar via Obianda on the Skamien. It will 
be covered on the right by a column in the direction of point 
165 and the Szilaser Berg. 

The regiment cantoned at Magyar-Szakos, advancing via 
D. Soi'mul on the heights to the south of Szilas, will cover the 
left flank of the corps. 

The advance guards will pass the line of the outposts at 
8 a. m. 

The sixteenth infantry division and the corps artillery will 
form the general reserve and will be formed in mass at 8 a. m. 
at the east entrance of Szinerszeg. 

The twelfth cavalry brigade, marching on Keped and Buzias, 
will cover the right flank of the corps. 

The corps headquarters will march with the main column 
of the thirty-eighth infantry division. 

Toward 9 a. m., when the commander of the twelfth corps 
had received information of the dispositions of the seventh 
corps, he gave orders for the thirty-eighth infantry division 
to halt near the inclosure near the Dumbrawa Wald. This 
division was then assembled in the outskirts of the woods and 
was there deployed. At the same time the twelfth corps com- 
mander ordered the sixteenth infantry division to pass to the 
north of the forest and to follow the valley of the Surgany- 
Arok. At 9. 30 a. m. the entire thirty-eighth division advanced 
deployed to the attack of the Szilaser Berg, while the thirty- 
fifth infantry division attempted to gain the terrain toward 
the Skamien. 

Informed as to the march of the sixteenth infantry division 
(East army), the commander of the seventh corps, in order to 
meet this attack, was compelled to move his reserve from the 
right to the left flank, directing it toward Buzias. When, 
toward 11 o'clock, the sixteenth division was preparing for the 
attack on Buzias, the twenty-third infantry division (West 
army) which was arriving there, was preparing for a counter- 
attack. At this moment the Emperor ordered the * ' cease fire " 
to be sounded and, calling together the superior officers on the 
Szilaser Berg, he expressed his satisfaction at the outcome of 
the maneuvers. 

This concluded the Austro-Hungarian maneuvers for 1898. 
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THE FRENCH ARMY MANEUVERS. 



GENERAL SCHEME. 

A northern army, composed of the eighth army corps and 
seventh cavalry division, is encamped on the right bank of 
the Loire between Bourbon-Lancy and St. Agnan, facing south. 

A portion of its cavalry is on the left bank of the river to- 
ward Beaulon. Its supplies are received from Moulins, where 
ample supply depots are established and it is kept in touch 
with the rest of the army by way of Decize. 

A southern army, composed of the thirteenth army corps 
and of the sixth cavalry division, which came from Roanne, 
is encamped on the Roudon, its mission being to capture the 
Moulins railroad crossing. 

COMMAND, STRENGTH, AND ORGANIZATION. 

General Negrier was commander in chief of the armies and 
chief umpire at the maneuvers. 

The eighth corps and seventh cavalry division aggregated 
967 officers, 22,008 enlisted men, and about 26 batteries. The 
thirteenth corps and sixth cavalry division were approximately 
of the same strength. 

NORTHERN ARMY. 

Eighth corps — General Caillard : 

Fifteenth division of infantry — General Barras — 
Twenty-eighth brigade of infantry — 
Fifty-sixth regiment of infantry. 
One hundred and thirty-fourth regiment of 
infantry. 
Thirtieth brigade of infantry — 
Tenth regiment of infantry. 
Twenty-seventh regiment of infanfay. 
Company of engineers. 
Divisional artillery, 6 field batteries. 

(21) 
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Sixteenth division of infantry — General Godard — 
Thirty-first brigade of infantry — 

Eighty-fifth regiment of infantry. 
Ninety-fifth regiment of infantry. 
Thirty-second brigade of infantry — 
Thirteenth regiment of infantry. 
Twenty-ninth regiment of infantry. 
Company of engineers. 
Divisional artillery, 6 field batteries. 
Telegraph and pontoon trains. 
Company of engineers. 
Corps artillery, 6 field and 2 horse batteries. 
Seventh division of cavalry — General Briols : 
Eighth brigade of cavalry — 

Twenty-sixth regiment of dragoons. 
Sixteenth regiment of chasseurs. 
Third brigade of chasseurs — 

Eighth regiment of chasseurs. 
Fourteenth regiment of chasseurs. 
First brigade of dragoons- 
Seventh regiment of dragoons. 
Eighteenth regiment of dragoons. 
Divisional artillery. 
Section telegraph and pontoon trains. 

SOUTHERN ARMY. 

Thirteenth corps — General Jacquemin : 

Twenty-fifth division of infantry — General Mouton — 
Forty-ninth brigade of infantry — 
Sixteenth regiment of infantry. 
Thirty-eighth regiment of infantry. 
Fiftieth brigade of infantry — 

Eighty-sixth regiment of infantry. 
One hundred and thirty-ninth regiment of 
infantry. 
Company of engineers. 
Divisional artillery. 
Twenty-sixth division of infantry — General Terrillon — 
Fifty-first brigade of infantry — 

Ninety-eighth regiment of infantry. 
One hundred and twenty-first regiment of 
infantry. 
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Fifty-second brigade of infantry — 

Ninety-second regiment of infantry. 

One hundred and fifth regiment of infantry. 

Company of engineers. 

Divisional artillery. 
Telegraph section. 
Balloon section. 
Company of engineers. 
Corps artillery. 
Sixth division of cavalry — General Boysson. 
Thirteenth brigade of cavalry — 

Tenth regiment of chasseurs. 

Thirtieth regiment of dragoons. 
Fifth brigade of cuirassiers — 

Seventh regiment of cuirassiers. 

Tenth regiment of cuirassiers. 
Sixth brigade of dragoons — 

Second regiment of dragoons. 

Nineteenth regiment of dragoons. 
First brigade of hussars — 

Eleventh regiment of hussars. 

Twelfth regiment of hussars. 
Section telegraph and pontoon trains. 
Divisional horse artillery. 
Company of cyclists. 

INSTRUCTIONS RELATIVE TO THE EXECUTION OP MANEUVERS. 

THEATER OP OPERATIONS. 

All the operations took place within the Villeneuve quad- 
rilateral (on the Allier) : Terte-Hautrive, Issy-PEveque, and 
Marcigny-sur- Loire. 

DIVISION OF THE MANEUVERS INTO THREE PERIODS. 

First Period. — From September 8 to 10, inclusive. 

First day, maneuvers of one division against another. 

Second and third days, maneuvers of two army corps and 
two cavalry divisions operating against each other. 

Second Period. — From September 12 to 14, inclusive. 

Maneuvers of corps and divisions against each other during 
a period of three days. Continuation of the operations begun 
during the first period. 

Third Period. — September 15 and 16. 

Preparation for and grand review of troops by the Presi- 
dent of the Republic. (Omitted from this description.) 
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The schemes for the divisional maneuvers were given out 
September 7 by the division commanders. 

The instructions for the maneuvers of army corps and cav- 
alry divisions against each other were promulgated from day 
to day. 

There was no interruption during the progress of the latter 
maneuvers except on the day set apart for rest. 

They were projected and executed under conditions of actual 
warfare as far as practicable, with outposts duly placed and 
bivouacs established when required. 

In order to avoid fatiguing the troops more than necessary 
for the operations, the following rules were adopted, subject 
to modification by the commander in chief : 

1. Patrols were not to leave their cantonments before dawn. 

2. No movement of troops was to be ordered before 5.30 a. m. 

3. All troops were to halt and remain in place at 10.30 a. m. 
for breakfast, and the maneuver was to be resumed at noon 
without further orders. Watches were to be regulated by 
the railway time. 

4. In night maneuvers there was to be a halt made from 
5.15 to 6 a. m. for coffee and the distribution of the field 
ration of spirits. 

In case of rain this halt was to last for half an hour. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 8. 

NORTHERN ARMY. 

On the evening of the 7th, the seventh cavalry division, 
which was camped on the left bank of the Loire at Beaulon 
(general headquarters), Garnat, Saint-Martin-les-Lais, and 
Paray-le-Fr^sil, received orders to clear the left bank of the 
Loire, to facilitate thereby its ulterior passage by the eighth 
corps at Diou. 

The opposing cavalry was sighted in the Besbre Valley, 
south of Vaumas. 

On the 8th at 5.30 a. m. the seventh division, with its artil- 
lery, was concentrated at the Jaillots (6 kilometers west of 
Beaulon), and patrolled the Besbre and the country between 
the Loire and the canal. While in this position it was learned 
that the enemy's cavalry, debouching from Saint-Pourcain- 
sur-Thiel between Thiel and Dompierre, was advancing to 
meet it. A dismounted detachment was sighted on its left 
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flank north of Dompierre. A regiment was sent in that direc- 
tion, and instead of meeting the hussar regiment against which 
it was operating, it met a brigade of cuirassiers, the head 
of a column of the advancing sixth division. 

The contact of the two cavalry divisions occurred at interval 
point 270 (4 kilometers northeast of Thiel) at which place the 
criticism of the action was made. 

SOUTHERN ARMY. 

The sixth cavalry division, which was camped on the Besbre 
from Varennes-sur-Thiel to Vaumas, preceded the thirteenth 
army corps (general headquarters, Moncombroux) advancing 
from Roanne and Marcilly, charged with clearing the valley 
of the Besbre in order to facilitate the advance of its army 
corps on Dompierre and menace the passage of the Loire. 

The opposing cavalry was sighted on the Beaulon, Paray- 
le-Frdsil line. 

On the 8th at 7.30 the sixth division was concentrated on 
the plateau north of Saint- Pourcain near the castle of Toury. 
The intention was to maneuver toward the north along the 
line of crests which, starting from the Toury Castle, between 
the Besbre and Acolin, presented a choice of railway commu- 
nications between Thiel and Dompierre. This plan was exe- 
cuted by a cavalry regiment, together with a company of 
cyclists and a section of artillery, which, starting from Dom- 
pierre, maneuvered to the west of the lateral canal of the 
Loire and to the north of the Dompierre-Thiel Railway. 

In pursuance of information received from the patrols, the 
sixth division advanced in front of and to the south of the 
three outlets, the Milets and the two passages of the Mothe, 
which it was contemplated to utilize in crossing the railroad. 

This movement was covered by a regiment of hussars, which 
was, at this time in a critical position, having an entire cav- 
alry division within attacking distance and with the defiles 
in its rear. 

The sixth division, hastening its advance movement, had 
time to utilize the outlets already indicated, which enabled it 
to extricate its advance guard. 

The maneuvers which took place furnished material for the 
study of passing a defile in the presence of an opposing force 
of almost equal strength. This condition enabled the troops 
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of numerical inferiority to obtain the advantage by utilizing 
their men en masse, according to circumstances, against the 
echelons crossing the railroad. 

On the evening of the 8th, the positions of the armies were 
as follows: 

NORTHERN ARMY. 

The army faced south. 

Seventh cavalry division was on the line of Beaulon-Paray- 
le-Fr^sil; eighth brigade, Dompierre-sur-Besbre (with an in- 
fantry flank guard) ; one division of infantry at Diou ; another 
division at Bourbon-Lancy; the artillery corps at Chalmoux 
(6 kilometers southeast of Bourbon-Lancy) ; pontoon trains at 

amy. 

The outposts occupied the line Perrigny, Thiel, Putay Castle, 
Arbre des Roudillons, Epinots (interval point 266), Gauff roux, 
Savoyards. 

SOUTHERN ARMY. 

Sixth cavalry division was on the line of Neuilly-le-R^al- 
Mercy; thirteenth cavalry brigade, Vaumas; one infantry 
division, Saint-L^on; one infantry division, Saligny, with a 
flank guard at Coulanges on the lateral canal of the Loire; 
the artillery corps, Liernolles. 

The outposts occupied the line Boisseaux (on the Loire), 
along the Diou-Digoin route, on the canal Pierrefite northwest 
of Larmiers (interval point 282), interval point 232, Balinet 
Creek, Vaumas. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 0. 

NORTHERN ARMY. 

The seventh cavalry division, having been concentrated at 
an early hour (5.50 a. m.) at Perriaux (interval x>oint 2r>0), its 
patrols came in contact with the sixth cavalry division near 
Thiel. 

The object being to facilitate the crossing of the eighth 
corps from the right to the left bank of the Loire at Diou, a 
detachment of three squadrons of hussars and two pieces of 
artillery was sent out to meet the sixth division near Thiel. 
Directing its march along the Dompierre road, which was 
held by an infantry flank guard of the eighth corps, the divi- 
sion advanced toward Saligny to meet the heads of the columns 
of the thirteenth corps with a view to delaying its progress. 
The artillery went into action at 8.30 against the advanced 
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guard of the thirteenth corps at the edge of the woods, 1 kilo- 
meter west of interval point 261. 

Assembled behind these woods, the seventh cavalry division 
ended the day by debouching by the Emondons (4 kilometers 
south of Dompierre) to operate against the infantry of the 
thirteenth corps, after freeing itself from the cavalry brigade 
of that corps, which assembled for the purpose of preventing 
the movement. 

The eighth corps finally sent a division to Diou, thereby 
reenforcing its flank guard at Dompierre. During the fore- 
noon a bridge of boats was placed at Diou 1,000 meters below 
the stone bridge, and, its companies of engineers being assem- 
bled, a bridgehead composed of fieldworks and batteries was 
established on a line starting east of Putay, thence by the 
Brosses to the terminal at Roudon, on the farm land of the 
Rodillons (2 kilometers southwest of Diou). 

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon the line of outposts, extending 
along the edge of the woods south of Diou, was in contact 
with the enemy's outposts, which were advanced from Saligny 
toward the north by different routes converging on Diou. 

The troops of the Northern army bivouacked as follows : 

The seventh cavalry division, along the Acolin north of 
Thiel ; the eighth corps brigade, on the Besbre at Dompierre ; 
the infantry division, at Diou and Vfevre (right bank of the 
Loire). The outposts of the two opposing armies were in 
contact all along the line. 

SOUTHERN ARMY. 

The sixth cavalry division, in carrying out its missibn and 
wishing to clear the right bank of the Loire, was in pursuit 
of the seventh cavalry division, with a view to emphasizing 
the operations of the night before. At 7 a. m. it debouched 
from Thiel toward interval point 270 (3 kilometers north- 
east of Thiel). Its advanced guard met a detachment of the 
opposing cavalry near Loyes, which was holding a hamlet 
occupied by a dismounted squadron. The cyclist company, 
which was moving along with its advanced guard, supported 
by a section of artillery, attacked the hamlet. During this 
attack the opposing squadron exposed itself to view; but 
losing sight of the main object, which was to form a screen, 
it committed the blunder of trying to capture a section of 
artillery which appeared to be unsupported, and found itself 
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attacked by an entire regiment. It would have been de- 
stroyed, and consequently could not further execute its plans. 

Nevertheless, the sixth cavalry division, which advanced 
as far as Chappes, was found to be too far away to success- 
fully take part with its army in the operations of that day, 
and in the evening the chief umpire of the maneuvers ordered 
it to bivouac between Chapeau and Mercy. 

The heads of columns of the thirteenth corps became en- 
gaged with the seventh cavalry, and bivouacked on the 
Roudon and Balinet from Emondons to Beauvanne, with 
general headquarters at Paray. The opposing outposts were 
in contact. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 9-10. 
NORTHERN ARMY. 

The eighth cavalry brigade, which was bivouacked at 
Dompierre-sur-Besbre, finding itself hampered by an attack 
of the outposts of its army,' brought about since meeting the 
enemy toward dusk, advanced on Diou. 

The seventh cavalry division was bivouacked on the Acolin, 
north and south of the Varennes Railway. 

At night the sixth division had a regiment in proximity to 
the works of the bridgehead, and three others bivouacked or 
cantoned at Diou. 

The fifteenth division, which bivouacked at the Bruyfcres, 
on the right bank of the Loire, was called to arms by alarm 
and crossed the river on the bridge of boats and the stone 
bridge, in order to reach the enemy, a reconnoissance having 
shown that he was preparing for an attack. This division 
completed the passage of the Loire at 2.15 a. m. 

About 2 a. m. the outposts of the eighth corps were attacked 
almost simultaneously at Putay, Boise, Brosses in the Bois 
de l'Arbre des Rodillons, and on the highway from Saligny 
to Dompierre. 

These attacks necessitated reenforcirig the outpost reserves, 
and the eighth corps undertook at once to force a debouch tf 
by a movement executed during the night. 

With this object in view one of its divisions endeavored to 
debouch between the Brosses and Bel- Air, while the other 
division, holding a brigade in reserve, advanced on ridge 275 
of l'Arbre des Rodillons. 

By 3.30 the attack became general alone the entire line of 
the Southern army. 
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The eighth corps held its own at Brosses and at daybreak 
made a counter attack which definitely cleared this point of 
support. But the enemy progressively advanced more and 
more toward the north, causing the eighth corps to change 
front in refusing its right. The enemy in fact captured the 
ridge between Roudon and the Besbre, a ridge that was not 
intrenched. This attack extended his right more and more, 
causing the eighth corps to engage a portion of its general 
reserves in order to protect the passage of the canal and 
railway. 

Under these conditions the commander in chief decided 
that the ridge between Brosses and Bel- Air should remain in 
the possession of the eighth corps, but with the understand- 
ing that this corps should be given the necessary time to 
retreat across the Loire. 

Upon receipt of this order the Northern army advanced all 
its artillery corps, together with a regiment of infantry, on 
the heights of the right bank, north of Diou, toward Brosses, 
a position which properly commanded the passage of the 
Loire, and then commanded its retreat in echelon with the 
fifteenth division. 

The seventh cavalry division, in getting into action, crossed 
the Besbre at Dompierre, took with it the corps brigade, and 
separated the sixth cavalry division from the bulk of the 
Southern army by operating in the defiles which this division 
was to cross in order to join in the battle. 

At the end of the maneuver the situation was as follows : 
The eighth corps descended the right bank of the Loire, estab- 
lishing itself at Bourbon-Lancy and Fourneau, took its bridge 
of boats, left a rear guard at Diou with instructions to destroy 
the remanent bridge. 

This Northern corps was reenforced during the operations 
of the tenth by a cavalry division of two brigades (fifth bri- 
gade of cuirassiers, sixth dragoons, and two horse batteries), 
forming with the seventh cavalry division a cavalry corps 
under the command of General Boysson. This cavalry corps 
was established on the line Lusigny-Chevannes-Beaulon. 
The eighth cavalry brigade was at Garnat. 

SOUTHERN ARMY. 

The thirteenth corps bivouacked in the Roudon Valley, its 
object being to drive back the enemy's outposts during the 
night in order to prevent the eighth corps from debouching. 
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The movement was executed by three columns, each of one 
brigade, against Ternat, des Brosses, and Putay, respectively. 
The battle took place at daybreak. 

The thirteenth corps received instructions from the chief 
umpire that its attacks were to be confined along the front of 
Brosses, Bel- Air, but that the advance by Ternat on Diou 
succeeded in forcing the enemy to retreat. 

During this time the thirteenth cavalry brigade advanced 
on the right of the Southern corps and forded the Loire below 
Diou for the purpose of attacking the eighth corps in retreat. 

The Southern army then cantoned around Dompierre-sur- 
Besbre. During the day it was informed that the sixth cav- 
alry division was called away under special orders in view of 
distant operations, and that the first brigade of hussars alone 
would remain. 

GENERAL SITUATION SEPTEMBER 11. 

NORTHERN ARMY. 

The commanding general of the Northern army received 
from the commander in chief of the armies instructions to 
advance on the right bank of the Loire and secure his com- 
munications by Decize, the object being to menace the enemy's 
flank in case he should advance on the Moulins railway 
crossings. 

Composition. — Eighth army corps complete, the cavalry 
corps comprising the seventh cavalry division augmented by 
the fifth brigade of cuirassiers and two horse batteries. 

Cantonment. — Eighth corps around Bourbon-Lancy and 
Fourneau with a rear guard at Diou ; cavalry corps at Beau- 
Ion, Chevagnes, Lusigny. 

SOUTHERN ARMY. 

The Southern army was ordered to carry out its mission of 
capturing the Moulins railroad crossings. 

Composition. — Thirteenth army corps complete, first bri- 
gade of hussars. 

The other elements of the sixth division were relieved from 
the army by the commander in chief and assigned to take 
part in distant and different operations. 

Cantonment. — Thirteenth corps in the region of Dom- 
pierre, Saligny, and Thiel; first brigade of hussars, Mont- 
beugny, Chapeau. 
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OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 18. 
NORTHERN ARMY. 

During the night the commander of the Northern army 
caused a bridge to be thrown across the Loire at La Fourneau 
in order to add to the facilities afforded by the suspension 
bridge on the high road from Bourbon-Lancy to Moulins. 
The army commenced crossing at 4.30 a. m. 

The object of the Northern army was to group itself on the 
line of Lusigny-Chevagnes. The division, which left a rear 
guard at Diou, was credited with having blown up the bridge 
and with having advanced in order to unite with the leading 
division; but on account of the great distance which sepa- 
rated the two divisions on the eve of the night of crossing, 
the leading division debouched from Garnat on Chevagnes 
and Lusigny, risking an isolated attack by the thirteenth 
corps maneuvering en masse. 

It was necessary, owing to the mass of cavalry at the dis- 
posal of the Northern army, that the thirteenth corps 
advance slowly. 

The division arrived and placed itself on the main line of 
route of the thirteenth corps, Dompierre-Thiel-Montbeugny- 
Moulins, south of the railroad, while the seventh, which was 
concentrated north of Thiel, operated on the right, flank of 
the columns. 

The sixth cavalry division at an early hour came in con- 
tact with the advanced guard of the thirteenth corps on the 
Thiel-Montbeugny route, and opened fire on it, but the delay 
in the march of the column was short. The dispositions 
taken by the infantry did not insure a complete success of the 
attack on the cavalry. However, the sixth division was 
obliged to fall back and take up a position behind a wave of 
ground west of P&teloup, from which place it proposed to act 
upon the arrival of the infantry in this uncovered region; 
but the thirteenth corps, having learned the position of the 
enemy's infantry near Chevagnes, stopped the bulk of its 
leading columns on the heights of Montbeugny, concentrated 
its troops and established its outposts. 

The seventh cavalry division, contrary to its expectations, 
found itself in the presence of a division of the enemy's cav- 
alry supplied with horse artillery, which attacked it in the 
morning, north of the railway line. This maneuver of the 
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enemy prevented the seventh cavalry division coming in con- 
tact with the right column of the thirteenth corps, conse- 
quently the movement of the Southern army did not delay 
that of the seventh division. 

On the night of the 12th the cantonments of the Northern 
army were as follows : 

Eighth corps, Chevagnes, Paray-le-Fr^sil, Garnat-Beaulon ; 
seventh division, Lusigny , Ch^zy, Gennetines ; sixth division, 
Yzeures. 

The line of outposts embraced Yzeures, on the Moulins 
route to Lusigny, Grand Hanoy, Coques, Pfeteloup, Grandes 
Chappes (interval point 264), Mai (interval point 226), Montas, 
to tho Loire south of Beaulon. 

SOUTHERN ARMY. 

The commander of the Southern army formed a provisional 
division of cavalry, composed of the brigade of hussars and 
the thirteenth corps brigade, which joined the hussars north 
of Thiel ; the horse batteries of the artillery corps were also 
added. The mission .of this provisional division was to pro- 
tect the right flank of the attacking party from the enemy's 
cavalry. This new adversary, which the seventh division 
did not calculate upon meeting, brought it to a standstill for 
the day. 

The thirteenth corps advanced in four columns against the 
division at Moulins, following the axis Thiel, Montbeugny, 
Pfcteloup. • The column which followed this route was attacked 
by the sixth cavalry division, but owing to a special order of 
march this attack failed. The presence of the sixth division 
having been communicated by the service of security, the 
column instead of advancing by the road entered the woods 
south of the road, holding the balance of its forces in echelon 
in rear. As a result of the movement the enemy's artillery 
and cavalry saw nothing on the road, and not having searched 
the woods thoroughly, suddenly found themselves in the 
presence of an infantry force debouching upon them at 600 
meters. The sixth division was driven back beyond Pfete- 
loup, and the thirteenth corps reached the objective of its 
march in due time. 

The Southern army cantonments were as follows : 

Facing to the north on the line of Montbeugny-Thiel, with 
flank guards of cavalry at Dompierre and Neuilly-le-R6al. 
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The outposts were established on the line Corats (on the 
railroad west of Montbeugny), Huzarde, the kennels of 
Creuse, Pontenat, Paloux. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 13. 

NORTHERN ARMY. 

The Northern army, which forced the evacuation of Moulins 
(requiring, according to estimates made by the staff of the rail- 
way section, 6 trains for the personnel and 57 for the material 
and supplies), took up its line of communication on Decize. 

This army took advantage of its numerical superiority to 
attack the enemy. 

At 7.30 a. m., September 13, the eighth corps was concen- 
trated south of the road from Chevagnes to Lusigny, between 
the woods and the Breuil Creek, as follows : 

Three brigades east of the signal level of Pfeteloup; one 
brigade to the west ; all the artillery on the highway. 

At 6.30 a. m. a regiment of the fifteenth division was placed 
at Lusigny with a half squadron of cavalry and a horse bat- 
tery. This detachment was to support the movement of the 
cavalry corps which had for its object operations against the 
enemy's left flank. 

The cavalry corps was concentrated at 0.45 a. m. north of 
the route from Moulins to Chevagnes, facing south toward 
Gobs. The sixth cavalry division to the south. The seventh 
to the right. 

The eighth cavalry brigade was the left wing of the eighth 
corps. 

The divisional cavalry was stationed behind the infantry 
brigades. 

As soon as the formation was completed, the Northern 
corps marched toward the signal level of Pfeteloup, in echelon 
by brigades at 500 meters. 

In advancing on the enemy in the direction of Montbeugny, 
the general commanding the Northern army proposed to 
attack him on the flank and in rear by his cavalry corps by 
means of echelons refused by the right, then to outflank the 
left of the thirteenth corps. The flank guard at Lusigny 
covered the development of these echelons. 

The sixteenth division had scarcely commenced its march 
when its left brigade, insufficiently supported by the cavalry, 
was attacked by an infantry regiment supported by a cavalry 
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force which appeared to come from Thiel on its way toward 
Chevagnes. This regiment was the flank guard the enemy 
ordered in echelon by battalion, to form the pivot of the 
maneuver ; in fact, the thirteenth corps had in view the cap- 
ture of Saint-Pourgain, Malech^re, and subsequently Lusigny. 

These movements resulted in a fight and surprise. The 
infantry of the thirteenth corps found itself suddenly engaged 
with infantry at short range, which was due to not having 
scouts in advance of it. An engagement of considerable activ- 
ity occurred before the artillery could interfere. 

But this engagement had the unlooked-for result of causing 
the Southern army to deploy all the artillery of the fifteenth 
division and a group of the artillery corps on the ridge (east 
and west) of the signal level Pfeteloup. 

The regiment of the Southern army which thus confronted 
the sixteenth division was sent far south by the umpires, as 
having been annihilated. 

At the same time an engagement occurred near Lusigny 
between the cavalry corps and a regiment of infantry of the 
Southern army. This regiment, attacked by four successive 
echelons of the cavalry corps supported by one piece of artil- 
lery, was declared by the umpires unable to sustain its posi- 
tion, and was ordered to the rear. 

From that time the cavalry corps did not cease to maneu- 
ver in immediate connection with the Northern corps, in order 
to disengage its right, which was incessantly outflanked by 
the enemy's movements. 

The movements, as a whole, brought about a change of 
front on the line Lusigny-les-Mardons. 

To sum up, after numerous attacks and counter attacks, 
the Northern corps received orders to cease fighting, retreat, 
and occupy the bivouacs on the lino of communication toward 
the north. At the end of the day the position of the Northern 
army was as follows : 

The seventh division at Villeneuve, Ourques, and Domes. 

The corps brigade bivouacked at Lucenay-les-Aix. 

The cavalry was thus cantoned that it might be in advance 
on the line of return march. Otherwise it would have been 
placed on the flanks. 

The entire eighth corps was bivouacked at Saint-Ennemond. 

The line of outposts passed through Arnoux-sur-1'Ozon, 
Vfevre, Pannesange, Plomont, and was crossed by the roads 
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Moulins-Decize, Jennetines-Dornes-Ourdines, Breuil, Rous- 
sets. (The cavalry corps was broken up, and the cavalry 
divisions were returned to their respective corps.) 

SOUTHERN ARMY. 

The Southern army, in order to completely cut off the North- 
ern army from Moulins, decided to attack it by maneuvering 
on the left. 

At 6.30 a. m. it assembled in close formation north of Mont- 
beugny, with a regiment as flank guard, and maneuvered on 
the route from Thiel to Chevagnes. 

The first objective was Saint-Pour§ain-Malechkre and the 
Chateau Orvalet. But the action of the cavalry corps, sup- 
ported by a detachment from Lusigny, having been felt, the 
thirteenth corps advanced its echelons by the left while send- 
ing its provisional cavalry division against the enemy's cav- 
alry in the direction of Ch6zy. 

The divergent operation of the flank guard, which maneu- 
vered against Chevagnes, by drawing the entire fifteenth 
division in the direction of the signal point of P&teloup, ena- 
bled the thirteenth corps to attack Lusigny with a superior 
force. 

From that time the thirteenth corps continually reenforced 
its left and recalled all the troops that were on its right. It 
also executed a change of front, facing northeast, which ended 
in a counter attack in the direction of Chevagnes. 

The Northern corps retreated, but its pursuit by the South- 
ern army was prohibited by the chief umpire. He placed the 
outposts on the line Saint Jacques (west of Chevagnes), Bla- 
vets, Pelletikres, Ch6zy, Jones (interval point 263), Chauvins 
(interval point 260), and the northern edge of the woods of 
Pommaie. 

The sixth cavalry division was camped at Yseure. 

The thirteenth brigade of the cavalry corps was at Che- 
vagnes. 

The entire thirteenth corps bivouacked at Lusigny. 

OPERATI3NS OF SEPTEMBER 14. 

NORTHERN ARMY. 

The Northern army bivouacked during the evening of the 
13th as follows : 

Eighth corps, Saint-Ennemond ; eighth cavalry brigade, 
Lucenay-les- Aix ; seventh cavalry division, Villeneuve- 
Aurouer-Dornes. 
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On the morning of the 14th the commanding general of 
the Northern army decided to advance and meet the South- 
ern army, in order to try once more to relieve Moulins and 
force the enemy back on the Loire. 

With this object in view the eighth corps was concentrated 
at 7 a. m., facing south, along the Saint-Ennemond route, at 
Aurouer toward the TMbauts and the Dauguis ; the fifteenth 
and sixteenth divisions to the left and right, respectively, 
each division covering its exterior wing by a flank guard 
composed of a regiment of infantry, a battery, and a half 
squadron of cavalry. 

When the formation was completed the army corps moved 
toward the south in two columns. 

At 7. 15 a. m. the fifteenth division moved from the Thdbauts 
on Breuil, Bourgeaude, Laurents, Marcons; its flank guard 
marching through the valley on the Rabis, Malerets, Tonnins. 

At 7.40 a. m. the sixteenth division advanced from Saint- 
Ennemond by the great Moulins route, its flank guard reas- 
cending the right bank of the Abron. 

The eighth cavalry brigade, grouped near Pannesange, cov- 
ered the left flank of the eighth corps. 

The seventh cavalry division, massed near Rauche, was 
instructed to assume the offensive to the southeast in order 
to secure the debouch of the army corps. 

This was the first division which met the enemy. The 
action occurred near Tonnins with the sixth cavalry division, 
and owing to its superiority the seventh was unable to cross 
the Vignol ravine, the northern slopes of which it held. 
Consequently the advance of the columns of the fifteenth 
division was slightly delayed. 

It was only when the infantry columns commenced de- 
bouching from the woods that the seventh cavalry division 
could advance. It became engaged with the enemy's cavalry 
on the heights of the left bank of the Abron, near P^chin ; 
after several engagements the cavalry of the Southern army 
was obliged to fall back on Morcerand, being unable to with- 
stand the enemy's advance. 

To the right of the eighth corps the head of the sixteenth 
division occupied the agricultural college, but being attacked 
on its right and left by a superior force and not being sup- 
ported on the right by the fifteenth division, owing to the 
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intervening distance, it was obliged to fall back on Genne- 
tines and the Andreaux. However, the fifteenth division 
soon came into line. 

The first fractions, supported by the artillery, which was 
placed along the southern edge of the Munet forest, captured 
Boisfou and Morcerand, which they lost and regained several 
times. 

These troops compelled the left of the thirteenth corps to 
change front, facing to the left and extending along the Abron. 

Finally, two reserve regiments of the fifteenth division 
skillfully maneuvered, emerged from the depths of a ravine 
and suddenly made a vigorous attack upon the enemy's 
infantry and artillery, which occupied the ridge marked 225, 
north of the agricultural college ; they were at the same time 
attacked in the rear by foragers from the cavalry brigade of 
the eighth corps. 

About this time the commander in chief signaled the end 
of the maneuver. 

SOUTHERN ARMY. 

On the evening of the 13th the Southern army bivouacked 
as follows : 

The thirteenth corps, with its cavalry brigade, west of 
Lusigny ; the sixth cavalry division at Yseure. 

On the morning of the 14th the troops attacked the enemy 
for the purpose of forcing him back to the north. 

The thirteenth corps advanced in four columns. 

The twenty-fifth division was formed in two marching 
columns. One advanced from Justice on Lucenay and the 
Brosse Valley ; the other started from Pavilion for Chevray , 
Chauvins, and the agricultural college. 

The twenty-sixth division also formed two similar col- 
umns, that of the left advancing from the Gots on to Jones 
and Davids, and the right marching from Lusigny on Ch£zy 
and Drevaux. 

The thirteenth cavalry brigade assembled at Blavets, cov- 
ering the right flank of the thirteenth corps. The sixth 
cavalry division formed at interval point 262 to prevent the 
opposing force from debouching from the Munet forest. 

The action began by an engagement between the sixth and 
seventh cavalry divisions, the latter being prevented from 
gaining any ground south of that forest. 
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The thirteenth corps debouched from the Pommai woods 
without difficulty. Its left column advanced on the agricul- 
tural college, which it captured 'easily, driving back toward 
the north the infantry of the eighth corps (sixteenth division). 

This movement, unfortunately for the thirteenth corps, 
exposed its flank to the troops of the fifteenth division of the 
Northern army, which in turn debouched from the Munet 
forest. 

The twenty-fifth division was obliged to face to the left 
and extend along the Abron Creek. Its artillery formed 
north of the agricultural college and supported the infantry, 
which was endeavoring to capture Boifou and Morcerand. 

The twenty-sixth division continued to advance on Genne- 
tines and Andreaux, but before gaining sufficient ground on 
which to operate, it, too, changed its front, facing to the left. 
The salient formed at interval point 255 (800 meters northeast 
of the agricultural college) by the line of battle of the thir- 
teenth corps was vigorously attacked by two regiments of the 
eighth corps, which drove the advanced detachments of the 
twenty-fifth division back on the right bank of the Abron. 
They were closely followed and the heights taken by assault. 
At the same time the fractions of the eighth cavalry brigade 
attacked the defenders in rear. 

All the fractions of the thirteenth corps were driven back 
op the agricultural college. 

The maneuvers ended with this movement. 



THE IMPERIAL GERMAN ARMY MANEUVERS. 



The year 1898 marked a cessation in the progressive increase 
in the number of troops which had assembled annually since 
1895 for the imperial German maneuvers. 

The army seems to have returned to its former method of 
maneuvering two army corps, one against the other. 

DESCRIPTION OP THE REGION 

The region of the maneuvers was the country around the 
middle Weser. The southern part belongs to the Middle Ger- 
man mountain range, and the northern part to the North 
German plains. 

The Deister Mountains, rising southwest of Hannover and 
separated by the lowland of Rodenberg, form a boundary be- 
tween the high and low land near the Bucke-Berg. They are 
covered with deciduous and coniferous woods, with a greater 
part of them fenced in as a game park of the Duchy of Lippe, 
and can be penetrated by troops of all arms only by the high- 
way between Obernkirchen and Buchholz. The valley of the 
Aue separates the Bucke-Berg from its western spur, the 
Harrl. Flat elevations continue west of the town of Bucke- 
burg in Weinberg and of the heights of Rocke up to the 
Sandfurth forest. 

Northeast of Bucke-Berg a wavy plateau is bounded by the 
lowlands of the Aue. On the other side of that lowland are 
the impassable lands of Schaumburg forest. 

South of Bucke-Berg the hills branch out to the west in 
parallel ranges, finally uniting and forming the Weser Moun- 
tains. The mountain ridges are traversed by the passes of 
Buchholz and Kleinenbremen. The Weser River flows at the 
southern foot of the Weser Mountains from Hessian-Olden- 
dorf to Rinteln ; then it makes a turn and finds its way into 
the plains through the deep canyon of Porta Westfalika. 
Solid bridges cross the river at Rinteln, Minden, and Schliis- 

selburg. 

(39) 



40 AUTUMN MANEUVERS. 

A prolongation of the Weser Mountains west of the River 
Weser constitutes the Wiehen Mountains. They begin with 
the Wittekinds-Berg, which has on its top the monument of 
the Emperor and King William the Great. 

The narrow range of Wiehen Mountains extends immedi- 
ately to the northwest and bends at Liibbecke toward the 
southwest. 

The roof -like ridge was some years ago stripped of its tim- 
ber. Brushwood covers the steep slopes and makes the pas- 
sage difficult. At Bergkirchen, Wallucke, Schnathorst, and 
Liibbecke are found large highways through the ridges, pas- 
sable for all arms. The church of Bergkirchen is built on the 
top of the pass and is visible from a great distance. Narrow 
footpaths are found on the crest. From the mountains there 
is an extensive view to the south over the wavy hilly country, 
traversed by the Werre and Else and bounded by the Teuto- 
burg forest to the north of the plain, as far as the eye can 
reach. 

Directly north of the Bucke-Berg and of Weser and Wiehen 
mountains lies a thickly settled and fertile zone of farm lands ; 
farther to the north are coniferous woods, with farm lands 
scattered here and there, and fipally swamps and stretches of 
heath. 

The river bed of the Weser winds its course with numerous 
ctfrves through the plain. Only moderate elevations accom- 
pany the river in its course northward. 

The lands on the left, and a small strip on the right side of 
the river, belong to the province of Westphalia. Next to that 
strip lie the Duchy of Schaumburg-Lippe and the jurisdiction 
of Rinteln, belonging to the Grand Duchy of Hesse. 

The maneuvers first touched upon the duchy mentioned 
above, and then chiefly the circuit of Minden and a small part 
of the circuit of Herford and Liibbecke. 

These strips are mostly farm lands. As the latter are owned 
by peasants and small land holders, farming is carried on on 
a small scale. 

The terrain is consequently thickly covered with villages 
and dwellings. In the zones of woods and heaths peasants' 
dwellings are widely scattered; in the zone of good farm 
lands are found inclosed towns, while south of the Wiehen 
mountains there are numerous outlying farms around the 
villages. 
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The dwellings are usually surrounded with gardens, trees, 
and hedges. These and the trees and brushwood of all kinds 
growing along the roads and brooks obstruct the view. The 
old Low-Saxon architecture of a majority of the large houses, 
dwellings, stables, sheds, and barns under a single roof are 
very convenient for sheltering a man and a horse in an excel- 
lent manner. Even in towns mostly engaged in agriculture, 
accommodations for shelter are very good. At the northern 
foot of the Biicke-Berg, the district of coal and iron mining, 
and in Porta, a manufacturing district, the houses are less 
adapted for sheltering the larger masses of troops. 

An excellent network of roads facilitates transportation, and 
even off the roads the country could be used during the 
maneuvers on account of the dry weather. Roads radiate in 
all directions from the towns of Stadhagen, Biickeburg, Min- 
den, Lubbecke, and Oeynhausen. 

The Hannover-Cologne railway traverses the terrain and 
crosses the Osnabruck-Haineln railway at the station of 
Lohne. 

The small narrow-gauge railroad, Minden-Uchte, was not 
in operation. 

The most important section of the terrain of maneuvers 
was comprised naturally between the Weser and its tributa- 
ries, the Aue on the left and the Bastau on the right; but on 
some days during maneuvers the Wiehen Mountains acquired 
considerable significance as a very important section of the 
terrain. 

COMPOSITION OF THE MANEUVERS. 

ORDER OF BATTLE. 

The following gives the composition and strength of troops 
placed under the command of each of the army commanders, 
and shows the order of battle during the first four days of the 
maneuvers. 

ARMY OP THE EAST (TENTH ARMY CORPS AND CAVALRY DIVISION B). 

Commander in chief : General of Infantry von Seebeck. 

Cavalry division B : 

Thirteenth brigade (fourth cuirassiers, eighth hussars), 

10 squadrons. 
Fourteenth brigade (seventh cuirassiers, fifth uhlans), 
10 squadrons. 
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Nineteenth brigade (nineteenth dragoons, thirteenth 

uhlans), 10 squadrons. 
Horse batteries of the tenth artillery, 2 batteries. 
Detachment of pioneer cyclists of the tenth battalion, 2 

officers, 60 men. 
Seventeenth infantry division : 

Thirty-third brigade (seventy-fifth and seventy-sixth 

regiments), 6 battalions. 
Thirty-fourth brigade (eighty-ninth and ninetieth regi- 
ments), 6 battalions. 
Third, fourth, and fifth squadrons of the seventeenth 

dragoons, 3 squadrons. 
First and fourth groups of the twenty-fourth regiment 

of artillery, 6 batteries. 
Second company of the ninth battalion of pioneers. 
Divisional telegraph section. 
Nineteenth infantry division : 

Thirty-seventh brigade (seventy-eighth and ninety-first 

regiments), 6 battalions. 
Thirty-eighth brigade (seventy-third and seventy-fourth 

regiments), 6 battalions. 
First, second, third, and fifth squadrons of the sixteenth 

dragoons. 
First and second groups of the twenty-sixth regiment of 

artillery, 6 batteries. 
Fourth company of the eighteenth battalion of pioneers. 
Divisional pontoon-train section. 
Divisional telegraph section. 
Twentieth infantry division : 

Thirty-ninth brigade (seventy-ninth and eighty-second 

regiments), 6 battalions. 
Eighty-second brigade (one hundred and sixty-fourth 

and one hundred and sixty-fifth regiments), 4 battalions. 
First, second, third, and fifth squadrons of the seven- 
teenth hussars. 
Third and fourth groups of the twenty-sixth regiment of 

artillery, 6 batteries. 
First and second companies of the tenth battalion of 

pioneers. * 

Divisional pontoon-train section. 
Thirty-eighth infantry division : 

Fortieth brigade (seventy-seventh and ninety-second 

regiments), 6 battalions. 
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Eighty-fourth brigade (one hundred and sixty-second 
and one hundred and sixty-third regiments), 4 
battalions. 
Combined regiment of cavalry (fourth squadron of the 
sixteenth dragoons, first and second squadrons of the 
seventeenth dragoons, fourth squadron of the seven- 
teenth hussars). 
Second and third groups of the twenty-fourth regiment 

of artillery, 6 batteries. 
Third companies of the ninth and tenth battalions of 

pioneers. 
Divisional poontoon-train section. 
Corps artillery, artillery regiment No. 10 (4 field batteries, 3 

of 2 batteries and 1 of 3 batteries). 
Telegraph corps section. 
Balloon section. 

Total tenth army corps, 44 battalions; 45 squadrons; 
35 batteries. 

ABMY OF THE WEST (SEVENTH ARMY CORPS). 

Commander in Chief : Lieutenant General von Mikusch-Buchberg. 

Seventh infantry division : 

Thirteenth infantry brigade (twenty-sixth and sixty-sixth 
regiments), 6 battalions. 

Fourteenth infantry brigade (twenty-seventh and ninety- 
third regiments), 6 battalions. 

First, second, and third squadrons of the tenth hussars. 

First and third groups of the fourth regiment of artillery, 
6 batteries. 

Third company of the fourth battalion of pioneers. 

Divisional pontoon-train section. 

Divisional telegraph section. 
Thirteenth infantry division : 

Twenty-sixth infantry brigade (fifteenth and fifty-fifth 
regiments), 6 battalions. 

Seventy-ninth infantry brigade (one hundred and fifty- 
eighth and one hundred and fifty-ninth regiments, 5 
battalions of chasseurs No. 7.) 

First, second, third, and fourth squadrons of the eight- 
eenth dragoons. 

Second and fourth groups of the twenty-second regiment 
of artillery, 6 batteries. 
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First and second companies of the seventh battalion of 

pioneers. 
Divisional pontoon-train section. 
Fourteenth infantry division : 

Twenty-seventh infantry brigade (sixteenth and twenty- 
third regiments), 6 battalions. 
Twenty-eighth infantry brigade (thirty-ninth and fifty- 
seventh regiments), 6 battalions. 
First, second, third, and fourth squadrons of the four- 
teenth hussars. 
First and third groups of the twenty-second regiment of 

artillery, 6 batteries. 
Third company of the seventh battalion of pioneers. 
Divisional pontoon-train section. 
Divisional telegraph section. 
Thirty-seventh infantry division (provisional) : 

Twenty-fifth infantry brigade (thirteenth and fifty-sixth 

regiments), 6 battalions. 
Seventy-sixth infantry brigade (one hundred and fifty- 
second and one hundred and fifty-third regiments), 4 
battalions. 
Thirty-seventh combined cavalry regiment (fifth squadron 
of the eighteenth dragoons, fifth squadron of the four- 
teenth hussars, fourth and fifth squadrons of the tenth 
hussars). 
Two groups and horse batteries of the fourth regiment of 

artillery, 5 batteries. 
Fourth company of the fourth battalion of pioneers. 
Corps artillery, seventh regiment of field artillery, 3 field bat- 
teries, and 1 horse battery, 11 batteries. 
Section of the telegraph corps. 
Balloon section. 

Total seventh corps, 45 battalions; 15 squadrons; 34 
batteries. 

The above list suggests the following observations: 

ARMY OF THE WEST. 

The seventh division, under normal conditions, belonged 
to the fourth army corps; this division, composed of three 
brigades in time of peace, gave up one of its brigades (the 
seventy-sixth) in order to form, with the twenty-fifth brigade 
(of the thirteenth division), a provisional division under the 
numerical designation 37. 



GERMANY. 45 

The cavalry of this provisional division was composed of 
squadrons taken from three different regiments; its artillery 
was composed of a group of field and one of horse artillery, 
making in all five batteries. 

ARMY OP THE EAST. 

The seventeenth division (of the ninth corps) was attached 
to the tenth corps under the same conditions as the seventh 
division of the seventh corps. 

The thirty-eighth division (provisional), made up of the 
fortieth brigade (of the twentieth division under normal con- 
ditions) and the eighty-first brigade (of the seventeenth divi- 
sion), had also a combined regiment of cavalry, composed of 
hussars and dragoons, together with a normal divisional artil- 
lery of six batteries. 

The purpose seems to have been to divide up the corps artil- 
lery into as many groups as there were divisions in an army 
corps, for two groups of three batteries formed three groups 
of two batteries, which, with an ordinary field battery, gave 
nine batteries divided into four groups. 

The cavalry division was made up from two brigades of the 
seventh corps and one brigade of the tenth corps. It was 
commanded by Major General Von Lange, chief inspector of 
the third cavalry district, which included the cavalry regi- 
ments of the seventh and tenth regional army corps. 

The third corps, having furnished its two brigades of cav- 
alry to cavalry division B, was obliged to draw a regiment 
from each of the fourth, ninth, and eleventh corps in order to 
make up its divisional cavalry. 

The presence of division B gave considerable cavalry pre- 
ponderance to the tenth corps. The seventh corps had but a 
slight superiority in infantry and artillery — one battalion and 
four guns.* 

Effective Strength. — The following constituted the total 
estimated force present : 

Eighty-nine battalions of infantry, 60 squadrons of cavalry, 
and 69 batteries of artillery, composed of about 70,000 men 
and 14,000 horses; or, as combatants, 53,500 rifles, 7,800 
sabers, and 316 guns. 

*By reason of the composition of batteries of four and six guns the sev- 
enth corps, with 34 batteries, had 160 pieces, whereas the tenth corps, 
with 35 batteries, numbered but 156 pieces. 
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The troops set out for the maneuvers (peace strength) with 
about 575 men per battalion of infantry, 130 horses per squad- 
ron, and 120 men and 60 horses per battery of 4 to 6 pieces. 

Soldiers unfitted physically for active service were left in 
the garrisons, and their places filled from the reserve force. 

It does not appear that the effective strength was subject 
to many reductions during the period of the maneuvers, as 
was the case last year. The efforts required of the men were 
perhaps less ; besides the atmospheric conditions were entirely 
different, and the German troops seemed to stand the heated 
term of 1898 better than the continual rains of 1897. 

COMMAND AND EXECUTION OF THE MANEUVERS. 

There was no occasion this year to organize an army staff ; 
the commanders of the seventh and tenth corps held their 
respective commands during all the maneuvers ; the Emperor 
took command in person of each of the opposing armies. 

The execution of the maneuvers, under the supreme com- 
mand of the Emperor, was confided to the chief of the gen- 
eral staff, Count Schlieffen. The chief of umpires was Prince 
Albrecht of Prussia, inspector of the first army district. The 
field marshal generals, inspectors of the third and fourth 
army districts (Count v. Waldersee, Prince Leopold of Bava- 
ria), the minister of war, the inspectors general of the different 
arms, most of the general officers detailed in the war depart- 
ment, and a large number of officers of the great general staff 
were present at the maneuvers, either as umpires, or attached 
to the umpires, or as intelligence officers. No foreign sover- 
eign or person of note was present at the maneuvers, which 
suggested to a German journalist* the following remarks: 

"It may be said that the maneuvers represented all the 
better the picture of war, and no one dared pronounce the 
term of * manoeuvre de parade ' (Prunk Manover), as was done 
last year by a reporter of a Bavarian paper." 

The distribution of the umpires was as follows : 



Per staff of 
army corps. 



Umpires , 2 

Assistant umpires 

Intelligence officers _.. 

Aids (serving as connecting links in the direc 
tion of the maneuvers) 



Per staff of 

division of 

infantry. 



Cavalry 
division. 



1 3 

6 3 8 

1 1 1 

1 



♦The Militar Zeitung, No. 38, of September 17, 1898. 
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In all, there were 84 officers engaged in directing the 
maneuvers, including the umpires. 

One of the innovations of the maneuvers of 1898 was the use 
of a balloon, intended to keep the troops and umpires informed 
as to the Emperor's whereabouts and the time when opera- 
tions ceased and commenced again. This balloon, the same 
in construction as those attached to the army corps, carried a 
long streamer, by which it was distinguished. There was 
suspended to its car the following signals, according to 
requirement : 

A sphere for the signal "Halt;" 

A cylinder for the signal "March;" 

Two spheres for the signal "Close of maneuvers." 

FOOD SUPPLY AND TRANSPORTATION. 

The troops were supplied with food by means of preserved 
meat and vegetables, obtained from the state factories at 
Mayence and Spandau. 

In order to prepare the meals on arrival in camp, the troops 
carried with them one day's rations and the necessary wood 
for cooking the same. The rations for the following day, 
including forage (hay and oats), were distributed in the even- 
ing. With this object in view, the military supply depart- 
ment established in the district where the maneuvers took 
place, warehouses containing large supplies of wood, straw, 
hay, oats, and canned goods, from which the troops received 
what they needed without distinction as to the army to which 
they belonged. 

Each division had for the transportation of its rations two 
supply trains of 6 one-horse wagons and 52 two-horse wagons. 

Besides these supply wagons, each army corps was followed 
by a train divided into two sections. 

The first section followed the troops at a distance of 2 kilo- 
meters. It was composed of wagons from the different head- 
quarters, led horses, and one wagon for carrying officers' food 
and kitchen utensils to each battalion, regiment of cavalry, 
and group of artillery. 

The second section, whose route was determined by the army 
corps commander, was composed of baggage and canteen 
wagons. 

The sections for an army corps were composed of 15 one- 
horse wagons and 175 two-horse wagons. 

Each of the trains was in command of a mounted officer. 
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GKNEllAL. PLAN OF THE MANEUVERS. 

INITIAL POSITION. 

The maneuvers took place on both banks of the Weser, 
around Minden, and in districts presenting perceptible differ- 
ences. 

During the first operations the contending forces disputed 
the line of the Aue, which, to the northeast of Biicke-Berg, 
forms a vast half circle in a gently undulating region, dotted 
with numerous villages, included between the Biicke-Berg and 
the Schaumburger Wald. 

The other operations occurred on the right bank of the 
Weser, northwest of Minden, then in the swampy valley of 
Bastau, and finally along the wooded slopes of difficult access, 
which extended to the north and south of the Wiehen Gebirge. 

■ 

GENERAL HYPOTHESIS. 

The general plan of the maneuvers was based on the follow- 
ing hypothesis : 

An Eastern army, fighting on its own ground, advanced 
from Stendal, Magdeburg (on the Elbe), against a Western 
army (much weaker), which fell back toward the middle course 
of the Weser. 

SPECIAL HYPOTHESE3. 
ARMY OP THE WEST. 

On the 4th and 5th of September the Western army estab- 
lished itself on the left bank of the Weser; it was reenforced, 
and decided to make a stand on the line Holzminden-Gross- 
enwieden. 

On the 5th of September the seventh corps, coming from 
Lingen, placed three divisions on the Weser, at Porta, Minden, 
and Wietersheim, and advanced its fourth division beyond 
the river at Buckeburg. Its duty was to cover the left flank 
of the army. 

Patrols came in contact with the enemy's cavalry detach- 
ments at Wiedensahl, Meerbeck, and Sulbeck. In the night 
the sixth army corps at Friedrichshagen informed the seventh 
corps at Minden that, according to reports from the cavalry 
of the rear guard, the enemy's troops of all arms occupied 
in considerable force the region of Rodenberg and Gross- 
Nenndorf. 
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ARMY OP THE EAST. 

On the 4th of September the Eastern army arrived on the 
line Hannover-Hildesheim-Seesen. During the evening the 
tenth corps at Hannover received the following telegram : 

Hildesheim, September 4, 10 p. m. 

The enemy continued his retreat. His most northerly col- 
umn appeared on the line Springe, Munder, and Hamelspringe. 
His outposts were still to tne east of Sunthel Gebirge and Ith 
Gebirge. The army will follow him, the right column of the 
eleventh corps advancing by way of Springe, Hachmiihlen, 
and Hasperde to Hessisch-Oldendorf . 

The tenth corps and cavalry division B will advance north 
of the Deister Gebirge and the Bucke-Berg, then cross the 
Weser and endeavor to fall upon the left flank of the retreat- 
ing army. 

As in the preceding year, the direction of the maneuvers 
introduced certain special and general themes for the armies 
of which the two opposing forces were supposed to form a 
part. This idea admits of a modification at will of the gen- 
eral situation, by which success can be gained or defeat 
visited on the main army. 

The mission of the two opposing corps may be summed up 
thus : 

The seventh corps (army of the West), the bulk of which 
was west of the Weser, around Minden, covered the left flank 
of the main army of the West, which was stopped behind the 
Weser, toward Grossenwieden. 

The tenth corps (army of the East) outflanked the left of 
said army, attacked on its front by the main army of the East. 

This duty implied offensive action by both parties, explicitly 
on the part of the tenth corps and implicitly for the seventh 
corps, because a forward movement on the right bank of the 
Weser would have presented the best means of protecting 
the flank of the army of the West. 

INITIAL POSITION NIGHT OF SEPTEMBER 5. 

The grand reviews or "parades," which, according to Prus- 
sian tradition, precede the imperial maneuvers, occurred in 
presence of the Emperor at Hannover September 3, in which « 
the tenth corps and cavalry division B participated, and on 
the 5th of September the seventh corps was reviewed at 
Minden. 

1715—4 
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The tenth corps profited by the operations of the 4th and 
5th of September in order to advance beyond two halting 
places, in a westerly direction. 

On the evening of the 5th the different troops of the two 
armies occupied the following encampments: 

A3MY OF THE WEST. 

Headquarters, Minden. 

Fourteenth division (to the north), Petershagan, Friede- 
wald, with a small force advanced as far out as the edge of 
the Schaumburger Wald. 

Thirteenth division, Minden and the country west of Minden. 

Thirty-seventh division, in the Wiehen Gebirge, from Berg- 
kirchen to Porta. 

Seventh division, on the right bank of the Weser, from 
Leteln to Holtrup, via Minden and Hausberge, and a small 
force advanced to the east of Meinsen and Bxickeburg. 

ARMY OF THE EAST. 

Headquarters, Gross-Nenndorf. 

Between the Steinhuder-Meer and the Deister Gebirge were 
stationed the following troops : 

Thirty-eighth division, Wunstorf . 

Seventeenth division, Haste. 

Nineteenth division and the corps artillery, Gross-Nenndorf. 

Twentieth division, Lauenau. 

The division of cavalry was advanced toward the west, on 
the line of Wiedensahl-Stadthagen. 

The principal forces of the contending parties were still at 
a fair distance from each other. The cavalry division alone, 
thrown out about 15 kilometers in advance of the tenth corps, 
was in contact with the fourteenth and seventh divisions of 
the seventh corps. 

EXECUTION OF THE MANEUVERS. 

OPERATIONS OP SEPTEMBER 6. 

The orders given by the commanders of the two armies for 
the operations of the 6th were executed as follows : 

ARMY OP THE WEST. 

To protect the left flank of the Western army, which was 
at Grossenwieden, the commander of the seventh corps 
intended to take the offensive on Buckeburg, namely : 
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With the thirty-seventh division, at 9 a.m., he moved from 
Lerbeck by way of Kleinenbremen on Bucholz. 

At the same hour, with the thirteenth division, an advance 
was made from Minden via Buckeburg on Musingen. 

At 9.30 the fourteenth division moved from Papinghausen 
on Meinsen. 

During these movements the seventh division concentrated 
to the southeast of Biickeburg behind its outposts, held itself 
in readiness for action. 

Each infantry division was supplied with artillery. 

ARMY OF THE EAST. 

During the afternoon of September 5 the great general staff 
communicated to the tenth corps the following information : 

The enemy's army halted behind the Weser and is prepar- 
ing to resist an attack ; its left wing seems to be at Hessisch- 
Oldendorf. 

On the 6th of September the tenth corps will carry out its 
mission by advancing on Rinteln, passing north of Buckeburg 
in order to support the offensive movement of the Eastern 
army by covering the left wing of the Western army. 

Consequently the commander of the tenth corps ordered 
that, on the 6th of September, the corps would advance upon 
Buckeburg in the following manner : 

The twentieth division via Siilbeck ; 

The nineteenth division via Kirchhorsten; 

The seventeenth division via Schierneichen ; 

The thirty-eight division, one-half via Hespe, the other 
via Wiedensahl, Raderhorst. 

The line Wiedensahl-Stadthagen-Heidbrinck to be crossed 
at 8 a. m. ; the corps artillery to be divided between the nine- 
teenth and twentieth divisions. 

The cavalry division to break camp at 6 a. m. ; the four- 
teenth and nineteenth brigades with the artillery to advance 
on Buckeburg, starting from the line Schierneichen-Siilbeck. 

The thirteenth brigade at Wiedensahl to break camp and 
advance to Bierde, to Wietersheim, and Minden. 

EXECUTION OF THE MANEUVERS. 

As a result of the orders given by the commanders of the 
two armies, the seventh and tenth corps made Buckeburg 
their objective point ; hence a clash should take place in the 
neighborhood of that city; but on account of the distance 
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separating the two opposing parties, a decisive action could 
not occur the same day. 

According to the means employed for some time in the 
German maneuvers, one route at least is selected for each of 
the infantry divisions; these advance equally to the front 
ready to deploy simultaneously. 

Finally, it may be said that the commander of the seventh 
corps did not hold at his disposal any fractional part of the 
corps artillery; he assigned a portion of artillery to each 
division ; in the tenth corps this artillery was divided between 
the two divisions of the left wing. 

The officers charged with directing the maneuvers were not 
content this year to communicate to the press the result of 
the maneuvers each day, but exacted from each of the con- 
tending parties an official report of the operations of the day. 
The report of September 6 is worded thus : 

ARMY OF THE WEST. 

About 6 o'clock in the morning the outposts of the seventh 
division at Achum were attacked by a considerable cavalry 
force coming from the direction of Deinsen; compelled to 
fall back, they were found at Bergdorf by the seventh division. 
During the day the enemy's cavalry held its own at Achum. 

During this time the thirty-seventh, thirteenth, and four- 
teenth divisions of infantry crossed the Weser, at the pre- 
scribed hours, at Porta, Minden, Wietersheim, and about 
10.30 attacked the line Selliendorf-Buckeburg-Meinsen. At 
this time reconnoitering parties reported that north of the 
Bucke-Berg three or four divisions of the enemy's forces were 
advancing on the Aue ; Vehlen appeared to be occupied. 

The commanding general of the seventh corps ordered the 
attack ; the thirty-seventh division advanced via Buchholtz 
on Neuehutte, Obernkirchen ; the thirteenth and fourteenth 
divisions attacked Ahnsen and Vehlen, while the fourteenth 
division met the enemy coming from Rusbend. 

This last division, in order to protect its left flank, left the 
thirty-ninth regiment at Papinghausen. During the day the 
regiment repulsed the enemy's cavalry. 

The seventh division, supported by parts of the thirteenth 
division, succeeded in driving the enemy back after he had 
crossed the Aue at Vehlen ; but was obliged to give up the 

Eursuit beyond that river, as the enemy appeared to have 
een reenforced. 

As on the right wing, the thirty-seventh division was still 
in the rear and the troops having accomplished heavy march- 
ing, the maneuver was brought to a close, and the army corps 
took their places for the night. 
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ARMY OF THE EAST. 

On September 6, at 6 a. m., the cavalry division (less the 
thirteenth brigade) advanced via Deinsen on Achum, and, 
after a lively contest, succeeded in driving back the enemy's 
outposts ; beyond the Meisingen it met a considerable force of 
the enemy's troops, and fell back on Achum. 

During this time half of the thirty-eighth division, the 
seventeenth, nineteenth, and twentieth infantry divisions 
advanced on Buckeburg by routes to the south of the Schaum- 
burger Wald, conformably to orders duly promulgated. 

About 10.30 a. m. the nineteenth and twentieth divisions 
reached the cut in the bank of the Aue at Achum and Vehlen, 
and prepared to attack the heights west of the villages, when 
they were met by an offensive enemy rushing from these 
heights down upon Vehlen. The enemy repulsed the small 
bodies of troops which crossed the stream, and then simply 
contented himself with this result. 

In the meantime the fortieth infantry brigade (half of the 
thirty-eighth division) advanced on Meinsen without being 
able to capture the village. The other half of the thirty- 
eighth division (eighty-first brigade), on the heels of the 
thirteenth cavalry brigade, which had been sent toward 
Wiedensahl, was recalled and fell back on Rusbend. 

The thirteenth infantry brigade met the enemy's infantry 
at Papinghausen. 

About noon the battle was suspended all along the line and 
the army corps camped for the night. 

In this report no mention is made of the seventeenth divi- 
sion of the tenth corps. The twentieth and thirty-eighth 
divisions having reached the Aue first, it was probably 
obliged to remain in the second line. 

To sum up, the operations of the day were confined to an 
attack of the outposts of the seventh division by the cavalry 
division and an action with the advance guards around 
Vehlen. 

The operations, which ceased at noon, were but the prelude 
to the action of the following day. 

On the night of the 6th of September the bivouac canton- 
ments occupied by the two opposing forces were as follows : 

ARMY OP THE WEST. 

The line of outposts, 25 kilometers long, extended from the 
Weser to the north of Wietersheim via Frille, Meinsen, 
Musingen, Ahnsen, facing northeast, as far as the slopes of 
the Weser-Qebirge, north of Grossenwieden. 



54 AUTUMN MANEUVERS. 

In the rear of this line were the following troops : 

On the left wing the fourteenth division in the region south 
of the Schaumburger Wald and neighboring places; 

In the center around Buckeburg the thirteenth and seven- 
teenth divisions ; 

The thirty-seventh division south of Widensen. 

ARMY OF THE BAST. 

The outposts extended over a distance of 30 kilometers from 
Petershagen (on the Weser) via Lahde, Schierneichen, Gell- 
dorf , Obernkirchen, as far as Borstel, south of the Bucke-Berg. 

In rear of this line, on the right wing, the cavalry division 
established its bivouac to the west of the Weser, between 
Petershagen and Windheim ; 

The thirty-eighth division in the Schaumburger Wald, 
north of Schierneichen ; 

The seventeenth division at Helpsen, Meerbeck; 

The nineteenth division at Gelldorf, Kirchorsten; 

The twentieth division on the left wing at Oberkirchen, 
Sulbeck. 

To sum up, the two opposing army corps were cantoned on 
both sides of the Aue (the valley of which was held by the 
outposts of the seventh corps), and each one of these covered 
by its right flank the left wing of its opponent. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 7. 

The orders given for the operations of September 7 were 
executed as follows : 

ARMY OP THE WEST. 

The seventh corps continued on the offensive, consequently 
the thirty-seventh infantry division, at 7 a. m., advanced 
from Buchholz and Bad-Eilsen on Neuehutte; the seventh 
division pressed forward by Vehlen and south of this village. 
The thirteenth division north of Musingen and the fourteenth 
division south of Meinsen were held in readiness for action at 
7 a. m. 

A portion of the corps artillery was assigned to the four- 
teenth division ; at 7 a. m. the other three posted themselves 
west of the line Widensen-Jutenburg. 

ARMY OF THE EAST. 

The tenth corps took the offensive between Schaumburger 
Wald and the Bucke-Berg, vigorously attacking the enemy's 
left wing at Meinsen. 
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Two groups of corps artillery were placed at Bergkrug ; two 
others remained attached to the twentieth division. 

The cavalry division pressed forward, west of the Schaum- 
burger Wald. 

EXECUTION OF THE MANEUVERS. 

The two opposing forces having taken the offensive with 
their four front divisions, the principal effort of each was 
directed on the enemy's left. 

But while the thirty-seventh division, forming the right 
wing of the Western army (seventh corps), operating slowly 
and with difficulty through the woods of the Biicke-Berg on 
the left of the tenth corps, holding Obernkirchen, the right 
of the last-named corps (composed of the thirty-eighth divi- 
sion, a part of the seventeenth division, and the cavalry 
division) vigorously attacked the fourteenth division of the 
seventh corps north of Meinsen. 

The retreat of this division carried with it that of the sev- 
enth corps entirely, notwithstanding the successes obtained 
on the right wing. 

According to the official report, the operations occurred in 
the following manner : 

ARMY OP THE WEST. 

While the thirty-seventh and seventh divisions, forming 
the right wing of the seventh corps, was advancing at 7 a. m. 
on Oternkirchen and Gelldorf , tne thirteenth division took 
possession of Achum, and the fourteenth division, in order to 
attack Rusbend, deployed to the west of Meinsen. 

But, at the same time, the enemy debouching from Rusbend 
and Hevesen in considerable numbers, advanced on Warber, 
and captured that village, which was feebly occupied, as well 
as Meinsen. The fourteenth infantry division was compelled 
to fall back on Evesen. 

Consequently, about noon, the seventh corps fell back to 
the Minden and Weser-Gebirge, notwithstanding that in the 
morning its right took the villages of Obernkirchen and Gell- 
dorf. In fact, the loss of Meinsen rendered the retreat toward 
Minden dangerous, because menaced by heavy masses of cav- 
alry advancing by way of Frille and Dankersen, west of the 
Schaumburger Wald. 

ARMY OF THE EAST. 

September 7, at 7.40 a. m., the tenth corps assumed the 
offensive between Schaumburger Wald and the Biicke-Berg 
with a view to gaining possession of the valley of the Aue. 
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Jt was met in front by heavy columns of the enemy's forces 
which were also on the offensive. 

The thirty-eighth division, debouching from Rusbend, suc- 
ceeded in taking Warber and Meinsen, which were not strongly 
held, and hurled back toward Nordholz and Evesen a superior 
force which was trying to reach its right flank west of the 
Meinsen. 

The progress of the seventeenth and nineteenth divisions at 
Achum and Vehlen was slow ; the twentieth division, attacked 
by superior forces at Obernkirchen, was obliged to fall back 
in a northerly direction. 

The cavalry division advanced west of the Schaumburger 
Wald, via Frille, on Dankersen, and charged portions of the 
enemy's forces with success, obliging the latter to retreat 
toward Nordholz, Eversen. 

About noon the enemy discontinued the attack, doubtless 
on account of the progress made by the thirty-eighth divi- 
sion, and retired toward Minden and the Weser-Gebirge ; the 
tenth corps took up the pursuit. 

The seventh corps reached the line of heights which ex- 
tended on both sides of Biickeburg parallel to the Weser- 
Gebirge. Operations were stopped at 1 p. m. 

Frankly speaking, the operations of the day ended in favor 
of the tenth corps, thanks to the advantage gained by the 
thirty-eighth division on its right wing. The official report 
seems to indicate that the feeble occupation of the villages of 
Warber and Meinsen by the troops of the seventh corps, form- 
ing the points of support on the stream of the Aue, greatly 
facilitated the success of the thirty- eighth division. 

The bivouac cantonments occupied during the evening of 
September 7 were as follows : 

ARMY OF THE WEST. 

Thirty-seventh division, south of the Weser-Gebirge, at 
Eisbergen, Rinteln; 

Seventh division, Hausberge, Holzhausen (east of the 
Weser) ; 

Fourteenth division, around Minden; 

Thirteenth division, west of Minden, toward Hartum ; 

A portion of the corps artillery with each division. 

ARMY OF THE EAST. 

Cavalry division, west of the Weser, at Petershagen ; 
Nineteenth division, east of the Weser, at Bierde; 
Thirty-eighth division, Frille; 
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Seventeentli division and one-half the corps artillery, at 
Bocke; 

Twentieth division and one-half of the artillery corps, at 
Buckeburg. 

The seventh corps was thus cantoned on a front extending 
more than 20 kilometers — three divisions around Minden, on 
both sides of the Weser, a division distinctly separated from 
the three others south of the Weser-Gebirge, doubtless for 
the purpose of being in touch with the main army of the 
West. 

Of the tenth corps, the cavalry division crossed the Weser, 
two infantry divisions went up the river in a northerly direc- 
tion, seemingly intent upon following the cavalry division 
and then cross the river. This was, in fact, the maneuver 
that the tenth corps was to have executed during the night, 
under the direction of the Emperor, who assumed command 
of the army of the East during the maneuver of September 8. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 8. 

The orders issued for the operations of September 8 were 
executed as follows : 

The seventh corps received, in the afternoon of September 
7, the following information : 

The army of the West holds its position on the Weser. 
The seventh corps will take the offensive on September 8 and 
force the opposing forces back toward the north. 

Consequently the commander of the seventh corps ordered 
his corps to move to the front on September 8 at 7.30 a. m., as 
follows : 

The thirty-seventh division by way of Kleinenbremen ; 

The seventh division by way of Nammen Rocke ; 

The thirteenth division by way of Lerbeck Klus ; 

While the fourteenth division, east of the Weser, at Min- 
den, held itself in readiness to advance. 

The execution of this proposed concentric march of the di- 
visions of the seventh corps on Buckeburg was not begun, 
because of the movements executed by the tenth corps during 
the night of the 7 th. 

On the other hand, the tenth corps received the following 
notice in the afternoon of September 7 : 

By crossing the Weser at night, on the 7th of September, 
the commander in chief hopes to obtain a decisive result by 
surrounding the right wing of the enemy's army. 
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The tenth corps, abandoning the mission confided to it up 
to this time,* crossed the Weser below Minden and operated 
energetically against the enemy's left flank, the bulk of the 
corps during the night effecting the passage near Petershagen. 

EXECUTION OF THE MANEUVER. 

Anticipating the passage of the Weser by one of the two 
army corps, the chiefs controlling the maneuvers caused to be 
gathered at Schlusseburg (32 kilometers below Minden) a cer- 
tain number of boats, corresponding to an army corps pon- 
toon train. This material was put under cover on private 
property at the instance, it appears, of the two commanders 
of the armies in the field, and was so carefully concealed that 
"even the cavalry patrols would have found its discovery 
difficult, "f 

When the Emperor, upon taking command of the tenth 
corps, decided to cross the Weser during the night, this train 
was telegraphed for and brought to the points where cross- 
ings were to be made by two tugboats of the Weser Naviga- 
tion Company, the material arriving at 8.15. By means of 
this material and of the three divisional pontoon trains, the 
six companies of pioneers of the tenth corps constructed two 
bridges across the Weser, the river at this point being 100 
meters wide. 

The work of putting up the bridges was protected by a 
cavalry division, which crossed the Weser in the afternoon 
by means of its folding boats or such other means as were at 
hand and advanced its outposts to the southern edge of the 
woods of Heisterholz ; detachments of infantry, transported 
to the left bank of the river, reenforced their outposts and 
occupied the woods. 

The construction of the bridges was completed September 
8 at 1.20 a. m., requiring but five hours, and at 3 o'clock the 
divisions of the tenth corps began crossing the Weser. 

Either by reason of measures taken by the tenth corps, or 
on account of some other cause, the commander of the seventh 
corps, whose outposts north of Minden were only 7 to 8 kilo- 
meters from the points chosen where the boats were to be 
constructed, was not informed till 5 a. m. that the enemy 
passed the right banks of the Weser. The troops of the tenth 
corps took the precaution to leave their bivouac fires lighted. 

* To advance on Rinteln in touch with the main army of the East. 
t The Post, November 1, 1898. 
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The position of the seventh corps was critical ; its divisions, 
separated by the Weser and distributed so as to execute a 
concentric advance toward the east in the direction of Bucke- 
burg (see the order above quoted), were not properly placed to 
resist an attack coming from the north. The two divisions 
which were cantoned farther to the south, on the right bank 
of the Weser, must have marched through the only street in 
Hansberge and crossed the river on a pontoon bridge * before 
being able to support the thirteenth and fourteenth divisions. 

The forward movement of these two last divisions would 
have given the possession of Minden to the tenth corps, which 
complicated all the more the position of the army of the 
West. The official report only gives a faint idea of the dan- 
gerous position of the seventh corps, and thus refers to the 
events of the operations : 

ARMY OP THE WEST. 

September 8 at 5 a. m. the commanding general of the 
seventh corps at Minden received the following information : 

"During the night the army af the West was obliged to 
abandon the line of the Weser and beat a retreat ; in the mean- 
time its left flank was covered at Rinteln and Eisbergen. 

"The mission of the seventh corps is to prevent the enemy 
crossing the Weser below Porta. In case of a forced retreat 
the corps will retire as late as possible north of the Wiehen- 
Gebirge." 

The troops of the seventh corps were at once put in motion, 
and, as it was learned at the time that the enemy's forces had 
crossed the Weser in the region of Petershagen, the fourteenth 
division was ordered from Minden toward Kutenhausen, the 
thirteenth from Hahlen toward Stemmer. The seventh and 
thirty-seventh divisions were ordered from Hausberge and 
Eisbereen to Bolhorst and Porta. 

At Kutenhausen and Stemmer the fourteenth and thirteenth 
divisions met the enemy in force without gaining any advan- 
tage. In the face of an attack debouching from Holzhausen 
on the left flank of the thirteenth division, a retreat toward 
Minden was ordered. The Hartum route was barred by a 
strong column of the enemy which came from Nord-Hemmern 
and strong masses of the enemy's cavalry advanced by way 
of Rothenuff eln along the Wiehen-Gebirge. 

The city of Minden itself was in the possession of the enemy 
until it was retaken by the seventh and thirty-seventh divi- 
sions, debouching from Porta. 

*The suspension bridge at Porta is private property and can not be 
used by large bodies of troops. 
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ARMY OF THE EAST. 

September 8 at 3 a. m. the tenth corps crossed the Weser 
during the night, over two bridges thrown across at Peters- 
hagen and southwest of Lahde ; the column of the north was 
composed of the nineteenth and the twentieth divisions, that 
of the south of the thirty-eighth and seventeenth divisions. 

The column from the north advanced from Petershagen 
toward Messlingen and continued on; the nineteenth division, 
by Wegholm to Nord-Hemmern ; the twentieth division by 
Friedewalde toward Holzhausen. 

The column from the south crossed the Heisterholz and 
advanced with the thirty-eighth infantry division via Fohrthof 
on Stemmer, with the seventeenth on its way to Kutenhausen. 

About 7.30 a. m. the fourth division of the tenth corps 
crossed the line Nord-Hemmern-Kutenhausen, and advanced 
on Minden. In the meantime the cavalry division advanced by 
way of the Rochen Dammin order to face upon the adversary's 
left flank south of the Bastau stream. A demonstration was 
made on Minden via Dankersen by a detachment of six 
battalions. 

The enemy brought one division against each of the vil- 
lages Kutenhausen and Stemmer, but had to fall back on 
Minden, which was carried by the seventeenth division. 
Reenforcements permitted the enemy to take possession of 
Minden about noon, but all the region north of that city and 
north of the Bastau was occupied by the tenth corps. 

This statement presents some slight discrepancies. In the 
first place the city of Minden was not captured during the 
day by the seventeenth division, but was taken at 6.30 a. m. 
by a detachment composed of troops from the tenth corps, 
intended for a demonstration before Minden. This detach- 
ment, finding the city abandoned by the fourteenth division, 
entered it, and engaged the seventh division from Porta on 
the southern edge of the place. 

In fact, during the entire day, the seventh corps was cut in 
two, and on one side the battle raged 4 kilometers north of 
Minden, between two divisions of the seventh, and from three 
to four divisions of the tenth corps ; on the other hand an 
action took place 1 kilometer south of Minden between a 
mixed brigade of the tenth corps and a division of the 
seventh corps; the last named was reenforced about 11 o'clock 
by a second division (the thirty-seventh). 

The two fighting lines were parallel ; Minden, unoccupied, 
was within the strip of land which separated these two dis- 
tinct actions, and where, in reality the "fighting train" of 
the thirteenth and fourteenth divisions of the seventh corps 
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should have changed place. The position of these two divi- 
sions was in fact more critical than was indicated in the 
report. At Osterhahlen, the artillery of the thirteenth divi- 
sion was taken by reverse-fire and obliged to abandon its 
position under difficult conditions. 

To sum up, notwithstanding the retaking of Minden by 
the army of the West, the tenth corps gained an advantage ; 
it succeeded completely in its mission ; crossed the Weser and 
operated on the enemy's left flank. The troops during the 
day performed heavy marching in spite of the heat, giving 
evidence of endurance. 

The cantonments occupied during the evening of Septem- 
ber 8 were as follows : 

ARMY OP THE WEST. 

Line of outposts: Luttern (on the slopes north of the 
Wiehen-Gebirge), Haddenhausen, Rodenbeck, Leteln (on the 
Weser), edge of the Schaumburger Wald. 

Thirteenth division, Dutzen ; 

Fourteenth division, Bolhorst, Porta; 

Seventh division, Minden; 

Thirty-seventh division, Neesen, Lerbeck. 

ARMY OF THE EAST. 

Line of outposts : Hullhorst (south of the Wiehen-Gebirge), 
Bergkirchen, Minderheide, Todtenhausen (on the Weser). 

Division of cavalry on the edge north of the Wiehen- 
Gebirge; 

Nineteenth division, north of the cavalry division, at Hille; 

Twentieth division and half of the corps artillery, at 
Hemmern; 

Thirty-eighth division, Rothenuffeln, Hartum ; 

Seventeenth division and two halves of the corps artillery, 
Hahlen, Stemmer. 

To sum up, the fourth infantry division of the tenth corps 
was camped north of the marshes formed by the Bastau,each 
division facing one of the roads crossing these marshes from 
north to south. 

The seventh corps, closely concentrated at Minden and to 
the south of that city, was entirely on the left flank of the 
tenth corps. 
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OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 9. 

The orders given for the operations of September 9, such 
as occurred according to the reports contained in the German 
press, may be summed up as follows : 

ARMY OF THE WEST. 

During the evening of September 8 the seventh corps 
received the following news from the general headquarters : 

The main army of the West, which on the 8th was obliged 
to abandon the line of the Weser, took position behind the 
Exter (small river, flowing from the south, a tributary of the 
Weser, at Rinteln). The mission of the seventh corps was to 
cross the Wiehen-Gebirge, in order to come in touch with the 
left wing of the main army. With this object in view, it 
attacked the enemy and forced him as far back as was neces- 
sary to hold the Bergkirchen Pass. 

Consequently, the commander of the seventh corps decided 
to march west, advancing from the front of Todtenhausen, 
Minden, with the fourteenth, seventh, and thirty-seventh 
divisions (each one reenforced by a group from the corps 
artillery) ; the thirteenth division, with the remainder of the 
corps artillery, advanced on Rothenuffeln. 

ARMY OF THE EAST. 

The enemy, beaten the day before, was pursued by the com- 
manding general of the tenth corps, who ordered his divisions 
on roads which would admit of crossing the marshes of the 
Bastau, then the wooded passes of the Wiehen-Gebirge. 

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DAY'S MANEUVER. 

The official report thus describes the different events of that 
day's maneuver : 

ARMY OP THE WEST. 

At 6 a. m. the seventh corps advanced in a westerly direc- 
tion, namely: 

The thirty-seventh division * crossed the Weser at Wieter- 
sheim, on Kutenhausen ; the seventh division advanced from 
Minden to Minderheide; the fourteenth division proceeded 
by way of Osterhahlen ; while the thirteenth division advanced 
in two columns from Bolhorst on to Rothenuffeln and Berg- 
kirchen. 

♦This division commenced its movement at midnight, and crossed the 
Weser daring the night. 
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The fourteenth division met the enemy at Hartum, who 
soon retired on Sud-Hemmern and there took position- 
Attacked by the fourteenth division and on the right by the 
seventh division, the enemy, about one division strong, was 
hurled back at 8 a. m. on Hille, beyond the Lander-Bach, 
and retired to the northwest. 

During this time the thirteenth division reached Rothenuf- 
f eln and Bergkirchen. It learned that the enemy was advanc- 
ing with a view to crossing the Wiehen-Gebirge in three 
columns of divisions by the three dykes of Rochen Damm, 
Eickhorster Damm, Neuer Damm, and that a body of troops 
had already marched toward Schnathorst (south of the 
mountains). 

Attacked about 8 o'clock, the thirteenth division with a 
brigade retreated toward Volmerdigsen, but was enabled by 
the support of a portion of the fourteenth division to hold 
possession of Bergkirchen. 

The commanding general of the seventh corps ordered the 
pursuit of the enemy, and directed — 

The seventh division to Eickhorst by Hille ; 

The fourteenth division to Waschhorst by Sud-Hemmern ; 

The thirty-seventh division to Rothenuffeln by Hartum. 

But the seventh and fourteenth divisions could not debouch 
from the marshes in the enemy's presence, and at 10 a. m. the 
forward movement was interrupted and the maneuver came 
to an end. 

ABMT OF THE EAST. 

In order to cross the depression of the Bastau, the tenth 
corps moved September 9 about 6 a. m. in four columns ; during 
this movement a considerable force of the enemy, debouching 
from Minden, advanced against the left flank of the left 
column (seventeenth infantry division). 

The seventeenth division deployed at Hartum, facing the 
attack, but soon retired on Sud-Hemmern ; attacked by supe- 
rior forces, it was driven back to Hille with great losses; the 
division, no longer in a condition to fight, retired in the 
direction of Rahden (12 kilometers northwest of Hille). 

During this time, the nineteenth, twentieth, and thirty- 
eighth divisions crossed the lower plains of the Bastau, and 
the nineteenth division continued its advance on Schnathorst, 
until the presence of the enemy's forces at Rothenuffeln and 
Bergkirchen were made known by reconnoitering parties. 

Consequently it was ordered that the twentieth division 
should advance against Rothenuffeln, the thirty-eighth against 
Bergkirchen, and the nineteenth from Schnathorst against 
Bergkirchen, Volmerdingsen. Bergkirchen was occupied for 
a time, but finally it fell into the enemy's possession, includ- 
ing Rothenuffeln. 

Upon the receipt of the news that columns of the enemy's 
forces of all arms were advancing, about 9 a. m. , from Hartum, 
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Sud-Hemmern, and Hille with a view to crossing the Bastau, 
all the available forces were employed in warding off the 
attack. As the deployment of the enemy's columns was 
checked in front of the Waschhorst and Eickhorst passes, he 
ceased offensive operations and the tenth corps returned to its 
cantonments. 

Thus, at the end of the operations of September 9 the 
seventh corps, which, during the first two days of the maneu- 
vers, faced east, thence north on the third day, now faced 
south and its touch with the army was difficult. 

The tenth corps, placed between the seventh corps and the 
bulk of the army of the West, was in quite as singular a 
position ; one of its divisions, not in a fighting condition, was 
far enough away, north of the Wiehen-Gebirge, thus other 
divisions from pursuers became pursued and were obliged to 
make a half turn in order to face the seventh corps. 

The bivouac cantonments occupied during the evening of 
September 9 were as follows : 

ARMY OP THE WEST. 

Line of outposts: Volmerdingsen (south of the Wiehen- 
Gebirge), Bergkirchen, Unterlubbe, Eickhorst, Eilhausen, 
southeast of Liibbecke ; 

Thirteenth division and one group of the artillery corps, 
to the south of Wiehen-Gebirge, and east of Volmerdingsen; 

Thirty-seventh division and a group of the corps artillery, 
Bothenuff eln ; 

Fourteenth division, Sud-Hemmern, Hartum ; 

Seventh division and two groups of the corps artillery, 
Hille, Eikhorst; 

Seventeenth division,* Liibbecke, Gehlenbeck. 

ARMY OF THE EAST. 

Line of outposts : East of Wulf erdingsen, Walliicke, Obber 
Liibbe, Nettelstedt, Ahlsen, the south edge of the Wiehen- 
Gebirge ; 

Nineteenth division, Wulf erdingsen, Mennighuffen ; 

Thirtieth division and two groups of the corps artillery, 
Broderhausen ; 

Twentieth division and two groups of the corps artillery, 
Schnathorst, Hulhorst; 

Cavalry division, Stift Quernheim. 

* In view of the maneuvers of September 10, the seventeenth division was 
taken from the tenth corps and attached to the seventh corps. 
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To sum up, the seventh corps, reenf orced by the seventeenth 
division, formed a small army with a total of five infantry 
divisions; it extended in a half circle around the tenth corps, 
reduced to three infantry divisions and one division of cavalry. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 10. 

During the evening of the 9th the seventh corps received 
the following notice : 

The army of the West retired to the line Detmold-Lemgo- 
Vlotho, where it intended to confront the enemy ; the seventh 
corps rallied the army in order to better cooperate against the 
foe. The seventeenth division, which came from Lingen, 
arrived at Liibbecke during the evening of the 9th and was 
attached to the seventh corps. 

The Emperor, during the last days of the maneuvers, took 
command of the seventh corps. He decided to capture, as 
soon as possible, the passes of Wiehen-Gebirge, then, taking 
advantage of his numerical superiority, advance concentric- 
ally against his antagonist. 

On the other hand, the tenth corps wa3 notified that the 
army of the East was maintaining contact with the army of 
the West in retreat, and that, during the evening of September 

9, the outposts of the latter army occupied the heights north 
of Vlotho. 

Surrounded on all sides by superior forces, the tenth corps 
could only hope to hold the enemy in check north of the 
Wiehen until the arrival of the main army of the East would 
relieve it from its perilous position. 

EXECUTION OF THE MANEUVERS.* 

The operations began during the night of September 9 and 

10. The divisions of the seventh corps, stationed north of the 
Wiehen-Gebirge, were aroused by alarm about 1 a. m. ; they 
were massed in front of the defiles. 

About daybreak the attack commenced all along the line. 
On the extreme left of the seventh corps, the thirteenth divi- 
sion advanced from Volmerdingsen against the nineteenth 
division of the tenth corps, which strengthened the heights 
of Horst by shelter trenches. 

♦The operations of the last day were not made the subject of an official 
report to be communicated to the press. 

1716— ft 
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Farther to the north the thirty-seventh division, passing by 
Bergkirchen, deployed in front of the thirty-eighth division, 
occupying Broderhausen. During this time the fourteenth 
and seventh divisions captured the defiles of Wallucke and 
Schnathorst. 

While the seventeenth division, having before it but small 
detachments, made its action felt on the left wing of the tenth 
corps, the latter, outflanked, moved from one position to 
another. The charges of the cavalry division near Horst did 
not succeed in retarding the thirteenth division of the seventh 
corps. 

At 8 a. m. the bugle sounded halt. This ended the imperial 
maneuvers of 1898. On the following morning the troops 
started for their embarking stations. 

By reason of the inequality of the forces, this maneuver could 
not result otherwise than in the defeat of the tenth corps, 
which was forced to retreat toward "the west, and was com- 
pletely cut off from the bulk of its army, while the victorious 
seventh corps could, in all security, join itself with the main 
army of the West. 

DISTRIBUTION. 

The infantry troops were taken aboard the trains on the 10th 
and 11th of September at the following stations : Oeynhausen, 
Lohne, Porta, Minden, Eisberge, Bunde, Herford, "Vlotho, and 
Kirchlengern. 

The troops required 56 trains and 2,791 cars, which trans- 
ported 54,000 men, 2,200 horses, 114 wagons, 580 bicycles, and 
270,000 kilograms of baggage. 

The artillery and cavalry returned to their garrisons by 
marching. 



MANEUVERS OF THE BRITISH ARMY. 



PREPARATIONS FOR THE MANEUVERS. 
[Army and Navy Gazette, August 20, 1898. ] 

On August 16 the staffs of the Northern and Southern army 
corps assembled at their respective headquarters in prepara- 
tion for the largest maneuvers that have ever been held in 
England. Some estimate of the scale of the operations may 
be formed from the fact that, apart from the pay and feeding 
of the troops, the additional expenses, though cut down every- 
where by vigilant censors, will approach, if they do not ulti- 
mately exceed, £180,000. The area, taking in nearly the 
whole county of Dorset and great part of Wilts, is 48 miles 
long from north to south, and at its greatest breadth nearly 
as wide as it is long, though between Templecombe and Cran- 
bourne it narrows in to about 17 miles in width. The troops, 
when all have assembled, will number 53,600 men, 9,400 
horses, 242 guns and machine guns, and 486 wagons. The 
Northern army corps ultimately gathers on Salisbury Plain, 
on the ground lately purchased by the Government, and will 
be commanded by the Duke of Connaught. The Southern 
army corps concentrates at Wareham under Sir Red vers Bul- 
ler. The time up to September 1 will be taken up with what 
are spoken of as "preliminary drills." The troops composing 
the Northern army did not begin to gather until August 18, 
but inasmuch as practically the whole of the Aldershot com- 
mand is included in the Duke of Connaught's force, mobili- 
zation is not so difficult as in the case of the Southern army. 
By the 23d of August the infantry and artillery brigades will 
have been completed in both armies, and the preliminary 
drills can then commence at once. The commissariat depart- 
ment had a great deal of its work taken away by the adop- 
tion of the contract system to so large an extent in providing 
for the feeding of the troops. Of course, this dependence on 
the civilian element is an experiment intended to furnish the 
heads of the army with some idea of what the country could 
do for itself in case of need, and it will be watched with the 
closest possible interest. 

(67) 
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The troops of the Southern army will be in standing camps, 
all in the vicinity of Dorchester, until the 31st inst., when 
they will assume the r61e of an army of invaders who have 
effected a landing on our shores, and from that date, in com- 
mon with the troops of the Northern army corps, they will 
occupy fresh quarters each day. 

To provide for the transport by rail of so large a body of 
soldiery was certainly not the least of the many difficult prob- 
lems which the military authorities have been called on to 
solve within the last few months. This task in the ordinary 
way of things fell to the quartermaster general's department, 
and how excellently it was carried out was shown on Monday 
and again on Tuesday, when the large number of troop trains 
deposited their passengers at Wareham Station well to time 
and without confusion. The bulk of the work has fallen on 
the Southwestern Railway Company, which not only serves 
Wareham, but in some degree Ludgershall, the chief point 
of concentration of the Northern army corps, as well. 

The method followed by the war office in choosing the 
"routes" for the troop trains has, briefly, been this: From 
the point of departure to the point of arrival an imaginary 
line has been drawn on a map which shows the whole of the 
railway system of Great Britain. The most direct route 
from point to point was in every instance chosen. In the 
case of troops coming from Ireland, having crossed the chan- 
nel, they entrain in the rolling stock of the London and 
Northwestern Company at Holyhead. As far as Chester the 
journey is made on the London and Northwestern line. At 
Chester the train is turned on to the Great Western line, who 
run it on to Dorchester, where it is taken in charge by the 
Southwestern Company's officials, who send it on the remain- 
ing 15 miles to Wareham. A glance at the map will show 
how direct is this route. It is a novel system, but it had 
worked well up to Wednesday. Most of the traveling has 
been done at night, and the bulk of the trains have arrived 
at their destination between 3 and 6 in the morning. Ware- 
ham is a new and commodious station, and it has been pos- 
sible to deal with the work there with comparative ease. The 
railway company, however, found it necessary to construct 
new docks for the unloading of guns, horses, and transport 
wagons. Ludgershall Station, at which the second and third 
divisions of the Duke of Connaught's army corps will detrain, 
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is on the Midland and Southwestern Junction Railway, for- 
merly the Swindon, Marlborough and Andover Railway. 
The transfer junction to and from the Southwestern Railway 
is at Andover. A very large number of troops passed through 
London on Wednesday night and in the early hours of Thurs- 
day morning. Several of the local lines were busily engaged 
in transferring by various routes trains conveying troops 
from the north and east coasts to the Southwestern line. 

THE MANEUVER AREA. 

[Official Report.] 

The area selected comprised the whole of Dorsetshire and a 
portion of Wiltshire soutli of a line drawn roughly through 
Trowbridge, Seend, Market, Lavington, Upavon, and Ludgers- 
hall, including the government land on Salisbury Plain. 

The characteristic feature of the country is open chalk down 
land, which affords unusual facilities for exercising troops. 

The northern or Wiltshire portion of the area consists en- 
tirely of the rolling chalk table-land called Salisbury Plain, 
intersected by several streams, the Bourne, the Avon, the 
Wylye, and the Madder, which pass through narrow valleys 
and meet in the neighborhood of Salisbury. 

This chalk formation continues into Dorsetshire, running 
southwest from Cranbourne Chase and Shaftesbury to Dor- 
chester and Beaminster, but is cut by the Stour at Blandford. 

The Dorset chalk hills have not the broad flat summits of 
Salisbury Plain, but consist of comparatively narrow ridges, 
with steep slopes hardly accessible at places, even to infantry 
in formed bodies. 

Westward of the central mass of chalk lies the close wooded 
country of the Blackmoor and Marchwood vales, and to the 
southeastward are large stretches of barren heath lands, 
drained by the Puddle and Frome rivers, of which district 
Wareham is approximately the center. 

SELECTION AND PREPARATION OF CAMPS. 

[Official Report.] 

Early in April a reconnoissance was made by officers from 
the staff college with a view to locating all possible camping 
grounds for single divisions, or larger bodies of troops. 

As was anticipated, the result of their reconnoissance showed 
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a scarcity of good water, particularly in the best maneuvering 
portion of the area — i. e., Salisbury Plain. 

The possible camping grounds were confined almost entirely 
to the neighborhood of the streams. Samples of each water 
supply were sent to Netley for analysis. In many instances 
the supply was condemned altogether (sometimes, I think, 
unnecessarily); in others filtration, with consequently elab- 
orate preparations, was considered necessary. 

The necessity for fixed camps, arising from scarcity of 
water, undoubtedly deprived the operations of much of their 
reality, and commanders were often influenced in their dispo- 
sitions by the distance to be covered before the next camp 
could be reached. 

The location of these camps was dictated by the require- 
ments in regard to water, and the restricted choice of suita- 
ble sites did not permit of regard being had to tactical or 
strategical considerations. Sufficient attention was not in all 
cases paid to the accessibility of the sites selected. 

The Maneuver Act did not come into force till 15th of 
August, and consequently the land required for the prepara- 
tion of camps had to be hired in many cases at exorbitant 
rents. In future, at least two months should be allowed for 
preliminary work. 

WATER SUPPLY. 
[Official Report.] 

The arrangements were highly satisfactory, and reflected 
great credit on the royal engineers. 

The light steel 4-inch main proved most valuable for stand- 
ing camps, but for moving camps, canvas hose was prefera- 
ble. With moving camps, our system of providing troughs 
for watering horses is perhaps cumbersome, but as regards 
the proposal that canvas buckets should be carried by mounted 
troops, I am averse to increasing the weight on the horse. 
The canvas tanks, troughs, and hose were satisfactory, and 
will, in future, be used for temporary standing camps. A 
small rotary pump and hose should be carried on each water 
cart as part of its equipment ; the present tripod pump should 
be condemned. Merryweather's fire engines for pumping 
gave satisfactory results. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE OPPOSING FORCES. 

[Official Report.] 

The organization followed generally upon the lines of two 
army corps with a cavalry brigade attached to each. To 
afford the militia the advantage of being brigaded with the 
line, each infantry brigade was composed of four regular and 
two militia battalions, the former consisting of four war 
strength companies, and the latter of six companies of slightly 
smaller strength. Several militia, and some few regular bat- 
talions could have taken the field at a higher strength, but 
the establishments fixed were not greater than could be fur- 
nished by the majority after eliminating all men under six 
months' service. The artillery batteries of the two army 
corps were at full strength, except those of the corps artillery, 
which had two instead of three brigade divisions of field 
artillery. The number of guns was considerably under 
strength owing to the presence of many four-gun batteries. 
The royal engineers were represented by units at reduced 
strength. Supply columns, as such, were not employed, and 
the medical and veterinary services were reduced to the mini- 
mum of efficiency. 

The chief point of our army-corps organization which de- 
mands attention for future maneuvers is that of the corps 
troops, and herein especially of the corps artillery. 

Both the Red and Blue commanders appear to have consti- 
tuted the officer commanding corps artillery the commandant 
of the corps troops. The wisdom of this arrangement is 
doubtful, but the whole question will receive careful consid- 
eration. 

ARMY AND UMPIRE STAFF. 

Commander in chief : Field-marshal Wolseley. 

Personal staff, 3 ; directing staff, 10. 

Umpire staff, 2 senior umpires, each with 2 assistant um- 
pires and 3 orderly officers. 

Ten umpires and 38 assistant umpires. 
One umpire camp commandant. 
One veterinary officer. 
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Commander: Dakeof Coanaaght- 

Personal staff, 5 ; directing general staff, 8 ; attached admin- 
istration staff, 17. 



Army carp* staff 

Attached d«-tacbment first dragoon guards. _ 
Atttu h«d detachment second battalion, K. L . 

At Liu bed detachment army service corps 

Detachments army service 3on* 

Detachments army ordnance corpt. 
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First cavalry brigade (Major General Talbot >: 

Brigade staff 

Twelfth lancers 

Thirteenth hussars ' 

Fifteenth humn 

Battery E, B. H. A 

Half mounted detachment, B. E 

Two companies mounted infantry and machine-gun section ' 

Third company, army service corps 

First division (Lieut. Gen. F. Walker): 

Divisional staff. 

First brigade (Colonel Oliphant)— 

Brigade staff 

Third battalion grenadier guards 

Second battalion Coldstream guards 

First battalion Scots guards 

Battalion royal marines 

Fifth battalion royal Warwickshire regiment.. 

Fourth battalion Bedfordshire regiment 

Twenty-third company, army service corps 

Second brigade ((Lionel Hamcay) — 

Brigade staff 

First battalion nival Scots 

Second battalion Lincolnshire __ 

Second battalion royal Highlanders 

First battalion A. and 8. Highlanders 

Third battalion royal Highlanders 

Fourth battalion A. and S. Highlanders 

Thirty -seventh company, army service corps ._ 
Attached to division- 
Cavalry squadron second dragoon guards 

Artillery staff 

Thirty-ninth field battery, R. A 

Sixty-eighth field battery, R. A 

Seventy-eighth field battery, B. A 

No. 7 ammunition column 

Nineteenth field company, R. K 

Sixth company army service corps 

Half seventeenth field hospital medical corps.. 
Second division (Major General Clery): 

Dlvinion ntaff _ 

Third brigade (Colonel Knox) — 

Brl glide staff . . 

Second battalion Scottish rifles 

Second battalion royal N. Lancashire regiment 

Fourth battalion King's royal riflo corps 

First battallou royal Dublin fusiliers 

Third battalion royal N. Lancashire regiment . 

Third battalion Cameron Highlanders 

Sixteenth company, army service con* 

Fourth brigade (Col. E. 8. Brown)— 

Brigade staff 

Second battalion royal West Surrey regiment 

Second battalion royal Devonshire regiment 

Second battalion West Yorkshire regiment 

Third battalion King's royal rifle corps 

Sixth battalion royal fusiliers 

Seventh battalion royal fusiliers 

Twenty-first company, ariuy service coros......_...„.._ 
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Second division (Major Geaeral Clery)— Continued. 

Division troops (Lieut. €k>l. F. H. Hall, R. A.)— 

Cavalry squadron sixth dragoon guards 

Brigade division staff 

Eighteenth field battery, B. A 

Sixty-second field battery, R. A 

Sixty-sixth field battery, R. A 

No. 2 division ammunition column 

Twenty-third field company , R. E 

Twenty-fourth company, army service corps 

Half No. 6 field hospital __. 

Third division (HaJ. Gen. T. K. Kenny, C. B.): 

Divisional staff 

Fifth brigade (Maj. Gen. A. F. R. Hart)— 

Brigade staff 

Second battalion Somersetshire light infantry 

First battalion King's Own Scottish borderers 

First battalion South Staffordshire regiment 

First battalion Welsh regiment 

Third battalion King's Owu Scottish borderers 

Fourth battalion South Staffordshire regiment 

Twenty-sixth company, army service corps 

Sixth brigade (Col. W. V. Vetch)— 

Brigade staff 

First battalion Lancashire fusiliers 

Second battalion Northamptonshire regiment 

A battalion of royal marines 

Second battalion Royal West Kent regiment 
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Fifth battalion I ancashire fusiliers 

Sixth battalion Lancashire fusiliers 

Thirteenth company, army service corps 

Division troops (Lieut. Col. H. V. Hunt, R. A.)— 

Cavalry squadron sixth dragoon guards 

Brigade division staff 

Twelfth field battery, R. A _ _ 

Fifty-sixth field battery, R. A 

Fifty-eighth field battery, R. A 

No. 1 division ammunition column 

Twelfth field company, R. E 

Fourteenth company, army service corps 

Half No. 6 field hospital 

Corps troops (Col. C. W. Thompson) : 

Corps artillery (Lieut. Col. E. B. Coke)— 

Headquarters and 2 squadrons second dragoon guard* 

Headquarters sixth dragoon guards _• 

Detachment first dragoon guard* 

Brigade, division, and corps urtillery staffs 

Battery G, R. II. A 

Battery P, R. H. A 

Brigade, division, and corjis artillery Ktufls 

Seventeenth field battery, R. A 

Thirty-eighth field battery, R. A 

Eighty-second field battery, R. A 

Brigade division staff 

Nineteenth field liattery, R. A 

Sixty-third field liattery, R. A 

Seventy-third field battery, 11. A 

Reglmeutal staff 

Half bridging battalion 

Sections, telegraph battalion 

First field park 

First balloon section 

Second battalion royal Lancaster regiment 

Thirty-fifth company, army service corps 

Half No. 17 field hospital 

No. 11 bearer company _ 



I 



6 
3 
6 
G 
G 
1 
2 
2 
3 

12 

5 
16 
16 
17 
18 
22 
22 

2 

5 
17 
17 
17 
15 
14 
15 

2 

8 
3 
6 
6 
6 
1 
1 
3 
2 



6 

7 



4 
6 
5 

3 

5 
6 
5 
3 
4 
4 
5 



1.1 



2 
2 
3 



a 

9 

mm 

a 

•8 

** 

J9 

a 
W 



134 

19 

123 

115 

118 

34 

70 

51 

24 

51 

15 
489 
487 
487 
416 
5G6 
555 

57 

8 
492 
361 
484 
474 
585 
436 
64 

133 

19 

126 

125 

123 

34 

36 

52 

27 



12 

30 
7 

16 
128 
125 

19 
102 
102 
101 

17 
105 
122 
119 



205 



8 

e 

o 

m 



126 
16 
76 
78 
77 
27 
40 
45 
1 

35 

8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
4 
3 
44 

' 4 

9 
8 
4 

10 
4 
4 

58 

124 
16 
78 
77 
78 
27 
38 
41 
5 



12 

27 

9 

18 

122 

122 

21 

63 

63 

62 

17 

62 

77 

75 



ss 

a *> 
d © 
» a 

5° 



i 



91 



433 
57 
27 
35 



13 
54 

4 



6 
6 
6 



2 
5 
4 

4 

4 
6 
5 
12 
3 



1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 



6 
6 
6 



1 

1 

19 

5 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 



2 

4 

5 
4 

6 

8 
3 



6 
6 



4 
4 
4 



4 

G 
6 



5 
4 
4 
5 
3 
4 
3 
5 
3 
4 
4 



21 



2 
9 
3 



•* A 
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SOUTHERN ARMY. 



Commander : Gen. Red vers Buller, G. O. B. 




Second cavalry brigade (Col. J. D. P. French) : 

Army corps staff... 

Brigade staff 

Regiment of household cavalry 

First dragoons 

Tenth hussars 

Battery 0, royal horse artillery 

Half mounted detachment, royal engineers 

Two companies mounted Infantry, with machine-guu section. 

Thirty-second company^army service corps 

Fourth division (HaJ. Gen. w. F. Butler) : 

Divisional staff 

Seventh brigade (Maj. Gen. J. Boughey) — 

Brigade staff 

Second battalion Northumberland fusiliers 

Second battalion Gloucestershire regiment _• 

Second battalion Duke of Cornwall's light infantry 

First battalion Worcestershire regiment 

Third battalion Gloucestershire regiment 

Third battalion Oxfordshire light Infantry 

Tenth company, army service corps 

Eighth brigade (Col. R. S. R. Fetherstonhaugh)— 

Brigade staff 

First battalion East Lancashire regiment 

Second battalion Shropshire light infantry 

Second battalion Wiltshire regiment 

First battalion rifle brigade 

Third battalion Liverpool regiment 

Fourth battalion Liverpool regiment 

Fourth company, army service corps 

Division troops (Lieut. Col. H. T. S. Tates, R A.}— 

Cavalry squadron, seventh dragoon guards 

Brigade division staff . 

Seventh field battery, R. A 

Fourteenth field battery, R. A 

Eighty-first field battery, R. A 

Mo. 6, division ammunition column 

Seventh field company, R. E 

Seventeenth company, army service corps 

Half first corps trooj a, field hospital 

Fifth division (HaJ. Gen. M. W. E. Gosset, C. B.j : 

Divisional staff 

Ninth brigade (Maj. Gen. G. Paton, C. H. G.J— 

Brigade staff 

First battalion Essex regiment 

Second battalion Middlesex regiment 

First battalion York and Lancaster regiment 

Second battalion royal Irish fusiliers 

Fourth battalion Essex 

Fourth battalion Middlesex 

Twenty -second company, army service corps* 

Tenth brigade (Maj. Gen. H. H. Parr)— 

Brigade staff 

Second battalion East Surrey regiment 

First battalion royal Sussex regiment 

First battalion South Lancaster regiment 

Second battalion Seaforth Highlanders 

Third battalion East Surrey regiment 

Fourth battalion East Surrey regiment 

Thirty-fourth company.anny service corps 

Division troops (Lieut. Col. E. M. Flint, R. A.)— 

Cavalry squadron seventh dragoon guards 

Brigade division staff 

Second field battery, R. A 

Fourth field battery, R. A 

Forty-third field battery. R. A 

No. 9 division ammunition column 

Eleventh field company, R. E__ __ 

Fifth company, army service corps 

Half No. 9flold hospital 
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Sixth division (Maj. Gen. B. T. Thynue, C. B.): 

Division staff 

Eleventh brigade (Col. I. S. H. Hamilton)— 

Brigade staff . 

Second battalion East Kent regiment 

Second battalion Norfolk regiment 

Second battalion East Yorkshire regimeut 

Second battalion Leicestershire regiment 

Third battalion Connaught rangers 

Fourth battalion Connaught rangers 

Eighth company, army service corps 

Twelfth brigade (Col. A. W. Morris)— 

Brigade staff 

Second battalion Cheshire regiment 

Second battalion North Staffordshire regiment 

First battalion Connaught rangers 

First battalion royal Munster fusiliers 

Fifth battalion Connaught rangers 

Fifth battalion Leinster regiment 

Twelfth company, army service corps 

Division troops (Lieut. Col. L. W. Parsons — 

Cavalry squadron seventh dragoon guards 

Brigade division staff 

Twenty-eighth field battery, R. A 

Seventy-sixth field battery, R. A 

Seventy-ninth field battery, R. A 

No. 8 division ammunition column 

Thirty-eighth field company, R E 

Fifteenth company , army service corps 

Half No. 9 field hospital .._ 

Corps troops (Col. J. F. Brough): 

Corps troops staff 

Corps artillery (Lieut. Col. W. L. Davidaou)— 

Headquarters and 3 squadrons third dragoon guards 

Headquarters seventh dragoon guard* 

Detachment first dragoon guards 

Brigade, division, and corps artillery staffs 

Battery M, It. H. A 

Battery R, R. H. A 

Brigade division staff 

Forty-fourth field battery, B. A 

Sixty-fourth field battery, R. A 

Seventy-fifth field battery, R. A 

Brigade division staff 

Eighty-third field battery, R. A 

Eighty-sixth field battery, R. A 

Eighty-seventh field battery, R. A 

Corps engineers (Lieut. Col. C. A. Rochfort-Buvd i— 

Regimental staff 

Half bridging battalion 

Sections, telegraph battalion 

Second field park 

Second balloon section 

First battalion Durham light infantry . 

Thirty-sixth company, army service corps 

Half first corps troops, field hospital 

Second cavalry brigade bearer company 



6 
3 
5 
4 
fi 
1 
3 
2 
3 



19 
4 
1 
1 
6 
6 
3 
4 
5 
5 
3 
6 
5 
6 

4 
2 
3 
1 
3 
15 
2 
3 
3 



§ 

a 

3 
3 



25 

5 
392 
498 
491 
500 
418 
450 
53 

4 

493 
480 
497 
4% 
562 
534 
54 

95 
17 
98 
100 
104 
32 
80 
49 
19 



270 

17 

30 

3 

133 

128 

19 

104 

127 

127 

13 

99 

111 

98 

4 
83 
80 
15 
18 
398 
108 
20 
67 




7 
8 
8 
7 
9 
3 
7 
43 

86 
16, 

61 , 

62 | 
62 i 
27 
24 
33 

1 



243 

13 

24 

2 

133 

121 

16 

63 

76 

77 

16 

62 

66 

63 

5 

37 

36 

12 

2 

9 

91 

1 

1 



4 
4 
4 



6 



4 
6 
6 



4 
4 

4 



3 
2 
2 
2 
'I 
2 
2 
9 

1 
5 
3 
3 
3 
6 
6 
10 
1 



7 
1 



9 
4 

5 
3 
4 

4 
5 
3 
4 

4 



9 
10 
3 
6 
2 
9 
1 
11 



DATES OF MANEUVERS. 



[Official Report and Army and Navy Gazette, September 3. ] 

The maneuvers included three distinct periods — 

1. The cavalry exercises, July 1 to August 27. 

2. The "drills," August 15 to 31. 

3. The maneuvers, September 1 to 8. 
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The real work of the autumn maneuvers began on Thurs- 
day, when the two army corps, commanded respectively by 
the Duke of Connaught and Sir Redvers Buller, may be said 
to have entered the field as opposing forces. The work pre- 
viously done had been that of preparation, the various units 
having been brought together from all parts of the Kingdom 
under conditions which placed the greatest strain on the 
administration, a strain such as is quite unknown on the 
Continent. 

MANEUVERS ORDERS. 

STANDING ORDERS FOR NORTHERN ARMY.* 

[Broad Arrow, August 20, 1898.] 

1. Marches. — Armed troops on the march will pay the pre- 
scribed compliments to a general officer on the first occasion 
only each day that they pass him. Care is to be taken that 
the ordinary traffic on roads is not unnecessarily obstructed. 
Mounted officers or troops are not to ride on the footpaths. 
Bands will not play when marching to the points of rendez- 
vous. Glass bottles are not to be carried by troops during 
maneuvers. Paper in which refreshments are wrapped is to be 
burned on the spot or put in the men's haversacks and burned 
on return to camp. All horses must be shod immediately 
before proceeding to the maneuver area. They should be 
saved as much as possible by ordering troops to dismount 
whenever the opportunity offers. When not prevented by 
tactical considerations, there will be a halt of ten minutes 
half an hour after the commencement of a march, and after- 
wards once an hour for ten minutes. At the appointed time 
heads of brigades will halt irrespective of any distance they 
may have lost. With reference to sec. 134, Infantry Drill, 
any man who does not march into camp with his battalion is 
to be shown in the return as having fallen out. Medical 
officers will, when possible, attend at the daily parades for 
the inspection of the men's feet. Veterinary vaseline should 
be applied to the feet in preference to soap. Supply columns 
will proceed to the camping grounds independently, under 

♦Where the term "divisional commanders" appears in these orders it 
implies the general officer commanding the cavalry brigade, the general 
officers commanding divisions, and in camp the commandant of the corps 
troops. Where "army headquarters" is mentioned the headquarters of 
the Northern army is referred to. 
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orders to be issued daily. They will be accompanied by a 
staff or specially selected regimental officer from each divi- 
sion, brigade, and the corps troops (to mark out camping 
grounds, etc.) ; the regimental quartermaster, or quartermas- 
ter sergeant of each unit (to draw rations) ; a proportion of 
the cooks, one noncommissioned officer, and ten men per 
brigade, divisional troops, and corps troops (to receive rations 
and load them in the wagons), and a proportion of the water 
carts (to draw water for the cooks). Private canteen carts 
may accompany the first line of transport on the march. 
Orders will be issued daily as to the order of march of the 
second line of transport (baggage column). The remainder of 
the cooks, pioneers (with camp colors), and a small party (to 
dig latrines) will accompany this transport. Divisional com- 
manders will detail an army service corps officer to take charge 
of the baggage column of their commands. The baggage 
guards will be restricted to the officers' servants, who will 
march in formed bodies. Dismounted noncommissioned offi- 
cers and men of the army service corps are allowed to ride on 
the wagons of their corps, but they will invariably dismount 
going up hill. Nothing is to be placed in the wagons beyond 
the articles enumerated in the loads tables. 

2. Tactical. — Unless the military situation admits of it, 
the distance allowed between units when route marching 
(Infantry Drill, sec. 136) must not be taken. During opera- 
tions His Royal Highness, the general commanding, will be 
accompanied by an orderly carrying a red flag with the letter 
*'N" in the center. Bearers of reports from divisional com- 
manders, or of intelligence from the front, should be in- 
structed to deliver their messages to the staff officer nearest 
this flag. A memorandum issued by His Royal Highness in 
regard to field operations will be passed for information of 
divisional commanders. All topographical references in army 
headquarters orders will be to the 1-inch-to-the-mile map. 

3. Cyclists. — An officer will be placed in charge of the 
cyclists of each division, and he will keep a journal showing 
the exact distance traveled daily on duty by each man. This 
information, with the required certificate, will be sent to the 
deputy adjutant general by the 15th of September, in support 
of claims under par. 308*, Allowance Regulations. Each 
division will furnish two cyclists to be attached to the army 
headquarters, to report to the camp commandant. Cyclists 
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can most usefully be employed in a close country in maintain- 
ing communication between columns and detached bodies of 
troops, in distant reconnoissances, seizing important points 
in advance, and in securing flanks from surprise. 

4. Camps. — In camp the army will be considered as under 
peace conditions, unless otherwise ordered. When the corps 
troops are assembled in camp, the senior officer will be respon- 
sible that the regulations are strictly complied with and that 
orders from army headquarters are promulgated to all con- 
cerned. He will be styled commandant corps troops. Divi- 
sional calls will be preceded by "G's," corresponding to the 
number of the division. Brigade calls will be preceded by one 
"C" for brigades with an odd number and by two " C's" for 
those with an even number. The hours for retreat arid tattoo 
will be at 6.30 p. m. and (last post) at 9.30 p. m. Reveille will be 
sounded at such hour as divisional commanders may appoint 
daily after receiving orders from army headquarters as to the 
following day's operations. These calls are to be sounded by 
one unit of each brigade only. There should be a fixed half 
hour for breakfast, during which all fatigues will cease. Mess- 
ing books will be compiled daily, and no large balances allowed 
to accrue while men are doing hard work. Regimental arrange- 
ments will be made for some food being carried in the haver- 
sacks daily, and all water bottles will be filled over night and 
inspected on parade in the morning. Water carts will be filled 
before leaving camp. Wet canteens are to be closed from 
5 to 6.30 p. m. and finally at 8.30 p. m. Entertainments 
are forbidden. Divisional commanders will prevent any but 
authorized persons dealing at the canteens. 

Divisional commanders will, when space permits, locate the 
places of assembly for their cavalry, artillery, and infantry 
(by brigades). On the "alarm" sounding, smaller units will 
proceed direct to such places of assembly. Water guards 
will be mounted immediately on arrival in camp (before the 
troops are dismissed), furnishing sentries over all places from 
which drinking water is obtained, to prevent waste. The 
necessary fatigue parties for pumping water will be found by 
the troops. Latrines and rubbish pits are to be dug at the 
places shown in the plans of the camps (which will be issued). 
The latrines are to be properly screened. Refuse pits are to 
be dug near the kitchens. The kettle trench should be used 
for kitchens. Trenches are not to be dug round the tents 
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without permission of the general commanding the army. 
Broken bottles, refuse, etc., are to be buried at least 3 feet deep. 
Manure is to be swept up in heaps, and is not to be buried or 
removed. Latrines, refuse, and rubbish pits are not to be 
filled in until the troops have marched off the ground. When 
filled in, they are to be well rammed. Divisional commanders 
will detail a staff officer to insure that camping grounds are 
left in good order. It is essential that horse troughs should 
be kept full of water to prevent their warping by the sun, and 
consequently leaking. They will be filled by the royal engi- 
neers prior to the arrival of the troops in camp, but men must 
be detailed from each party of mounted troops to pump while 
the horses are being watered, so that the troughs may never be 
emptied. Officers commanding mounted units should detail 
one man to every fifteen horses, or to every party of smaller 
number to pump while the horses are being watered. 

No civilians are to be permitted to enter a camp unless 
passed in by an officer or provided with a pass signed by an 
officer on the staff of the divisional commander of such camp ; 
in the case of the army headquarters camp, by the camp com- 
mandant. Printed forms of passes will be provided on appli- 
cation to the deputy adjutant general. A few special passes, 
signed by the quartermaster general, to be used only by Mem- 
bers of Parliament, press representatives, and a limited num- 
ber of other gentlemen whose interests are affected by the 
operations, will be issued from army headquarters. No dogs 
are to be allowed in camps. 

All personnel and animals provided by the army service 
corps will encamp with the army service corps. Vehicles, 
whether horsed by the army service corps or not, will be 
parked in the camp of the unit to which they are allotted. 
Smoking in the vicinity of ordnance and supply depots and 
hay ricks is prohibited. 

5. Medical. — Sick requiring hospital treatment will be 
transferred to the field hospitals attached to the infantry divi- 
sions and to the corps troops, and from thence dispatched by 
train (from the nearest railway station) to the Farnborough 
railway station, by the medical officers in charge of those field 
hospitals, under arrangements to be made by divisional prin- 
cipal medical officers and the senior medical officer of the 
corps troops, their number and the hour of their expected 
arrival at Farnborough railway station being telegraphed to 
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i .«, nnnnauirht Hospital, Aldershot, 
tlio medical officer in charge, VOaua b f » . 

, , ,, „ ,„_.i;„ffarniy service corps, Aldershot, 

and to the officer commanding"" J .,,„.,, 1, 

in order that ambulances may be provided. Sick from the 
,-avalry brigade will be passed to the nearest field hospital, 
where they will be similarly dealt with. Regimental routes 
for sick dispatched by train to Farnborough station (not 
exceeding fifty in number on any one route) will be issued by 
the medical officers in charge of the field hospitals from which 
the sick are sent. Sections of No. 11 bearer company are 
attached to each field hospital for transport of sick to railway 
stations, and to the cavalry brigade for transport of sick to 
the nearest field hospital. Cases of infectious disease occur- 
ring in camp must, by law, be reported to the medical officer 
of health of the district in question. Such cases should be at 
once isolated, and all sanitary precautions taken to prevent 
the spread of the disease. If a tent is used for this purpose, it 
must be thoroughly disinfected before being used for other 
purposes. In no case may public conveyances or railway car- 
riages be used for their conveyance, but they may be sent in 
ambulances by road to the military hospitals at Trowbridge, 
Devizes, Dorchester, or Christchurch, if they occur near 
enough to those institutions to be transferred by road. If 
special arrangements can be made with the railway company 
to transfer such cases to Aldershot by train, further instruc- 
tions will be issued. If the infectious cases can not be removed 
from the maneuver area, a tent of the field hospital must be 
set apart and remain fixed, and suitable arrangements made 
by the principal medical officers of divisions, or senior medi- 
cal officer of the corps troops, to provide them with medical 
aid and nursing. 



SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO l 

[Broad Arrow, September 3, 1898.] 

1. General Principles. — Umpires must recollect that at 
these maneuvers on a large scale decisions must be given upon 
a broad view of the situation and that the discussion of details 
which tend to divert attention from larger tactical questions 
is to be deprecated except in cases where, for any reason, it 
is desirable to show combatants the effect of their actions 
(Infantry Drills, 207, 1). It will, therefore, be generally inad- 
visable to place small units out of action and consider all the 
minuteness of detail laid down in infantry drill. Umpires are 
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to be careful that troops avoiding forbidden ground or chang- 
ing their formation under Infantry Drill, sec. 205, 4, are not 
put at a disadvantage thereby, and such forbidden ground is 
only to be in so far considered as an obstacle as it would 
present one in real warfare. The chief care of an umpire 
should be to be at the right time in the right place, and he 
must therefore keep himself informed by his assistant umpires 
of all important moves, so as to choose the point where he can 
best exert his influence. Troops should never, if possible, be 
forced to halt awaiting an umpire's decision. The main thing 
is to come to a quick decision, and this is better than a long 
examination of the circumstances, which can only cause waste 
of time. 

2. Distribution of Umpires. — The umpire staff will be 
distributed into groups, each composed of one umpire and two 
or three assistant umpires. A number of reporting officers 
will also be detailed. The groups of umpires will be perma- 
nently constituted and assigned daily either to the divisional 
cavalry brigade or corps artillery of each side, or to areas 
of ground, as may be found necessary, and will join those 
bodies of troops or proceed to those areas at the commence- 
ment of operations each day. If assigned to bodies of troops, 
on these coming into action the umpires will ride forward, 
meet the umpires on the other side, and by mutual consent 
divide the ground between them. Thereafter they will give 
decisions for both sides and for all arms of both sides within 
the sphere of action, but by constant communication with one 
another they should endeavor to bring uniformity into their 
decisions, and to avoid situations impossible in actual warfare. 

The duties of umpires and assistant umpires are clearly 
laid down in Infantry Drill, sec. 206, 2 and 3. The umpires 
assigned to the corps artillery on each side will be considered 
as the special artillery umpires mentioned in Infantry Drill, 
sec. 206, 3 (last paragraph), and their duties will extend to all 
the artillery on their own side. They will be given each three 
assistant umpires, with a view to the more extended nature 
of their duties, and they are empowered to call upon the artil- 
lery to furnish mounted orderlies with a view to communi- 
cating their opinions to the other umpires and the troops 
concerned. These orderlies must wear umpire badges, a small 
supply being carried by each brigade division, 

ma — o 
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To each corps, divisional cavalry brigade, and corps artil- 
lery staff will be attached an assistant umpire as reporting 
officer. The duties of this officer are to keep the senior umpire 
of his side informed as to all important movements and actions 
of the body of troops to which he is attached, and to give all 
information required of him by the umpires on the request of 
the latter. The general officer commanding or officer com- 
manding the body of troops to which he is attached will cause 
him to be informed of all important orders given or reports 
received, and furnish him with three orderlies to carry his 
messages to the senior umpire. These orderlies will wear 
umpire badges and are not to carry lances. The reporting 
officers are to communicate in writing as often as seems to 
them necessary with the senior umpire, and only with him, 
and are to number their messages to him in succession on 
each day. 

3. Reports. — At the senior umpire's conference umpires 
will hand to the staff officers to the senior umpire their notes 
in pencil on the day's operations, together with any remarks 
they may desire to make, and no further reports will be 
required from them. Their attention is drawn to the last two 
sentences of Infantry Drill, sec. 206, 1: "Reporting officers 
will ascertain from the staff officer to the senior umpire that 
all their reports have been received, and will complete the 
same up to the conclusion of operations." 

DETAILS OF EACH DAYS OPERATIONS. 
[Official Report and Broad Arrow, September 3 and 10, 1898.] 

GENERAL IDEA FOR THE MANEUVERS. 

An invading force (Blue) has landed between Weymouth 
at St. Albans Head, to cooperate in an advance on London 
with another force (imaginary), which is disembarking on 
the southern shore of the Bristol Channel. 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

1 . The rolling stock of the railways having been withdrawn, 
the Blue force is unable to use the railways, and they are 
available for the Red force only for the purpose of supply. 

2. Throughout the maneuvers the boundaries of the opera- 
tions are the limits of the maneuver area. 
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3. References in General and Special Ideas refer to the 
1-inch-to-l-mile map. 

4. Baggage trains are to be considered as neutral. 

5. To obviate unnecessary fatigue to the troops, orders will 
be given from day to day, limiting the hostilities to definite 
hours. 

OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST DAY. 
SPECIAL IDEA (RED). 

No. 1. Headquarters Red Army, 

Whitchurch, 4.80 p. m., August 81, 1898. 

The enemy, estimated as an army corps, having landed, is 
marching northward, and is reported to have reached the 
neighborhood of Blandford. Move to-morrow toward 
Shaftesbury, reconnoitering toward Blandford with your 
mounted troops ; order them to report on the enemy's strength 
and movements, and to endeavor to prevent him marching 
northward. 

N. B. 1. No one of the Red force is to be south of an east- 
and-west line drawn through Martin, Melbury, and Abbas 
before 10 a. m., September 1. 

2. Outposts are to be posted on arrival in camp, but may 
be withdrawn at 8. 30 p. m. 

SPECIAL IDEA (BLUE). 

No. 1. Headquarters Blue Army, 

Dorchester, 4.80 p. m., August 81, 1898. 

I learn Salisbury is being strongly intrenched. You will 
therefore await near Blandford news of our troops, which are 
disembarking in the Bristol Channel, before committing your- 
self to a further advance northward. Send out your cavalry 
to-morrow toward Salisbury to clear up the situation in that 
direction. 

N. B. 1. No one of the Blue forces is to be north of an east- 
and-west line drawn through Cranbourne and Chettle before 
10 a. m., September 1, 1898. 

NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS. 

The Red army moved toward Shaftesbury in three columns, 
and halted about Fovant without interruption from the 
enemy. The cavalry brigade covered the movement. It was 
directed at first upon Minchington Down, with two contact 
squadrons detached. One of these was directed on the left 
flank to reconnoiter between Tollard Royal and Pembridge, 
and to the southwest. The other was sent out on the right 
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flank to reconnoiter the country between Melbury Abbas and 
Tollard Royal, and thence to the southwest. Three officers' 
patrols were also sent out. 

At 10.10 a. m., a report having been received that a hostile 
cavalry brigade was moving from the direction of Blandford 
toward Thorney Down, the commander of the Red cavalry 
brigade led it to Handley. It remained on Handley Hill, in 
readiness to act, for a considerable time without receiving 
further information of the Blue cavalry. 

At 1.30 p. m. the Red brigade moved to Oakley and found 
Blue cavalry and a battery behind Launceston Down. The 
mounted infantry opened fire against them from Thick Thorn 
Down, followed at 2.55 by the horse artillery battery. The 
Blue battery replied, and Red cavalry failing to draw the 
opposing cavalry on, its commander shortly afterwards with- 
drew it. The two batteries, horse artillery, belonging to the 
corps troops were directed by the commander of the Red force 
on East Chase Farm as a support to the cavalry. 

The orders issued to the commander of the Blue cavalry 
brigade induced its first dispositions. He was ordered to 
occupy, at 10 a. m., point 316, Tarrant Hinton Down, and to 
send officers' patrols toward Salisbury, and through all the 
avenues and passages of Cranborne Chase. Full information 
was also required of all the approaches to, and exits from 
Stubhampton Bottom, and of any force between the brigade 
and Salisbury. 

Contact was established by the Blue cavalry near Cash- 
moor with portions of the Red cavalry before 12 noon, after 
which hour desultory and minor actions took place between 
advanced parties only for some hours. 

REMARKS. 

The task of the Red cavalry was to cover the march of the 
army corps which was moving from Fovant towards Shaftes- 
bury to ascertain the strength and movements of the Blue 
force, and to endeavor to prevent him marching northward. 

The commander of the Red cavalry kept his command con- 
centrated and prepared to act, and he fulfilled the task 
assigned to him, so far as covering the march of the Red 
force was concerned. As regards information, the reports 
received by him from his advanced parties early in the day 
were inconclusive and wanting in accuracy. It would there- 
fore have been better had he secured more certain informa- 
tion by pushing forward with greater vigor. 
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The Blue cavalry was directed by the "special idea" to 
clear up the situation toward Salisbury. The commander 
of the advanced Blue army ordered it to obtain full informa- 
tion of any force between it and Salisbury. This information 
was not obtained, and the commander of the Blue army was 
left in ignorance of the fact that the Red army was that day 
on the march from Salisbury toward Shaftesbury. 

OPERATIONS OF THE SECOND DAY. 
SPECIAL IDEA (RED). 

No. 2. Whitchurch, 2 p. ra., September l y 1898. 

Seize the high ground to-morrow about Charlton Down, 
and prevent the enemy advancing on Salisbury. Information 
has been received that one division of the enemy has disem- 
barked in the Bristol Channel, and that the disembarkation 
of a further force is proceeding. 

X. Y., 
Chief staff officer. 

N. B. No one of the mounted troops is to be south of an 
east-and-westline through Melbury Abbas and Martin, and 
no one of the infantry is to be south of an east-and-west line 
through Shaftesbury-Berwick-St. John before 9 a. m. 

SPECIAL IDEA (BLUE). 

No. 2. Dorchester, 2 p. ra., September i, 1898. 

Seize the high ground about Charlton Down to-morrow. 
If unable to do so, hold the enemy there with a view to pre- 
venting his interfering with the advance of the main army 
(imaginary) on Shaftesbury. The main army will move to 
Blandford to-morrow. 

Information has been received that the disembarkation of 
the force (imaginary), one army corps, at Bristol, is proceed- 
ing without opposition. 

A. B., 
Chief staff officer. 

N. B. No one of the mounted troops is to be north of an 
east-and-west line through Compton Abbas and Tollard 
Royal, and no one of the infantry is to be north of an east- 
and-west line through Iwerne Minster and Chettle before 
9 a. m. 

NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS. 

At 9.30 a. m. the thirteenth hussars, with two of the horse 
batteries, went forward to seize Melbury Hill, but on reach- 
ing its lower features, the guns were unable to ascend it, and, 
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after firing a few rounds at Blue cavalry, they retired, covered 
by the hussars. 

At 9.45 a. m. the twelfth lancers were ordered to Tollard 
Royal to support the mounted infantry previously ordered 
there. They did not find the mounted infantry, and being 
met by the Blue in force, they returned at 10.40. 

The infantry divisions were unable to advance as far as the 
positions on which they had been directed, for Compton 
Down had been occupied previously by the Blue cavalry and 
horse artillery, and Melbury Hill and the ground connecting 
it with Compton Down, by Blue infantry. 

At 9.55 a. m. the corps field artillery (six batteries) came 
into action by successive brigade divisions, the left resting 
on Win Green Plantation, and the line of guns stretching 
toward Breeze Hill. They engaged the Blue artillery on the 
ground east of Compton Down. 

Six batteries of divisional artillery (first and second divi- 
sions) eventually came into action in succession on the right 
of the corps field artillery. The three batteries, third divi- 
sion, came into action immediately south of Win Green. In 
the first instance the fire of all the batteries was directed upon 
the Blue artillery on the ground east of Compton Down. 

At 10.15 the first division, which had originally been 
directed, one brigade on Melbury Hill and one brigade on 
Cann Common, was ordered to occupy the line Breeze Hill- 
Charlton Down. 

One battalion of the second brigade, having already passed 
through Melbury Abbas, advanced as far as Melbury Hill 
unsupported, and was put out of action. 

The second and third divisions were ordered up to a con- 
cealed position north of Win Green Plantation, and directions 
given to the second division to advance to the high ground 
about Hatt's barn. At 11.10 its advanced brigade moved 
forward, part being directed against West Wood and part 
down the road to Ashmore. It was met almost at the outset 
by greatly superior forces of Blue infantry in both directions. 
At 1 1 . 30 half the brigade was facing in a westerly and half in a 
southerly direction, and at 11.47 it was adjudged by the umpire 
staff to have suffered serious losses, and it was ordered back. 

At a few minutes after noon, when the "cease fire" was 
sounded, Red held Charlton Downs, its right rested on Cann 
Common, the line passing thence by Breeze Hill to Win Green. 
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At 9.30 a signal post was established on Melbury Hill which 
reported there was no enemy on Charlton Down. About this 
time the triangle of roads east of Compton Abbas was seized 
by the cavalry and horse artillery, supported by a brigade of 
the fourth division. The fourth division was now directed 
upon Ashmore, with orders to hold it strongly; the fifth 
division upon Win Green, and the sixth division by Sutton 
Waldron and Longcombe Bottom in the same direction. At 
10 a. m. the corps horse batteries came into action on Compton 
Down against cavalry (1,200 yards). At this time Red force 
had a strong force of artillery on Charlton Down (2,600 yards) 
firing on Blue artillery. 

At 10.30 the six field batteries, corps artillery, had orders 
to prolong the line of guns, but before coming into action 
they were ordered eastward, and the whole eight batteries, 
subsequently reenforced by the three of the fifth division, 
came into action across the road (about level 810) and down 
the slope to the north. This position was cramped, and the 
batteries had to be so placed that some of them were enfiladed 
by the Red artillery. They would have suffered heavily, 
both in coining into action and during the maintenance of the 
artillery duel. 

The attempted advance of a brigade of the Red (second 
division), at 1 1.10 was met directly by this brigade of the Blue 
(fifth division), and taken in flank by the head of the Blue 
(fourth division), which had advanced through Ashmore. 

REMARKS. 

By the seizure and retention of the position taken up on 
Charlton Down and Win Green, the Red force fulfilled the 
task assigned to it by the "special idea." The artillery was 
brought into action with skill and promptitude. The advance 
(at 11.10) of a portion of the second division toward Hatt's 
barn would have led to serious losses. It appears that it was 
not intended to persevere with it in the event of serious 
opposition being encountered. But this does not seem to 
have been understood, for the advance was continued until 
stopped by umpires after the situation of the troops had 
become unnatural. The results of this movement, which in 
effect took the form of a counter-attack, indicate the neces- 
sity for the intention and objective being clearly indicated 
before a brigade advances. 
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The attack by the Blue force directed upon Win Green was 
well timed, and two and one-half divisions and the whole of 
the artillery were concentrated against this point. But both 
the guns and the infantry were exposed to and, to a consider- 
able extent, enfiladed by the fire of a powerful line of guns 
during their advance. This led to the advanced line of 
infantry being sent back, and a battery being placed out of 
action by umpires. In these circumstances the attack would 
not, in the opinion of the umpire in chief, have had a reason- 
able chance of success. The work carried out by the advanced 
force of cavalry and mounted infantry was of value, and the 
concentration of the infantry was skillfully effected. 

It was observed at 10 a. ni. that a regiment of cavalry 
(Blue) was kept halted in a road near West Wood, exposed 
to artillery fire at 2,000 yards; similarly infantry (Red) in a 
lane near Cann Common was much exposed to artillery fire, 
which was directed on it. Attention is drawn to the necessity 
for care in avoiding the unnecessary exposure of troops to 
fire. About the same time a group of machine guns was 
noticed in action across a road upon which one of the guns 
was placed. The situation selected was a very exposed one. 

OPERATIONS OF THE THIRD DAY. 

SPECIAL IDEA (RED). 

No. 3. Headquarters, Whitchurch, 

b p. m., September 2 \ 1898. 

Remain to-morrow in observation of the force with which 
you were in contact to-day. If attacked, fall back on Fovant, 
so as to be in a position to cooperate with the main army, of 
which the advanced division (imaginary) should reach Salis- 
bury to-morrow evening. 

X. Y., 
Chief staff officer. 

N. B. No one of the force is to be south of the Gillingham- 
Shaftesbury-Berwick-St. John road before 10 a. m. 

The following after order was issued to the commander of 
the Red on the receipt of his proposed dispositions for the 
third day's operations : 

Camp op Commander in Chief, 

lip. ra., September #, 1898. 

Commanding General op Red Army: 

I have received a copy of the orders you have issued of your 
movements to-morrow. They do not carry out the plan of the 



GREAT BRITAIN. 89 

special idea, inasmuch as you propose to fall back before you are 
attacked. You can carry out your proposals as regards cavalry 
and horse artillery, but do not fall back toward Fovant unless 
you are attacked. The arrangements already ordered for 
camps to-morrow, Saturday, September 3, remain unchanged. 

Evelyn Wood, General, 

For Director. 

SPECIAL IDEA (BLUE). 

No. 3. Blandpord, 2 p. ra., September 2, 1898. 

Advance to-morrow to the line East Knoyle-Hindon-Font- 
hill Bishop. If the enemy with whom you were in contact 
to-day is still near Shaftesbury, drive him eastward, so as to 
facilitate your junctions with the Bristol force (imaginary). 
The main army (imaginary) will remain to-morrow at Bland- 
ford, and will cover your communications with that town. 

A. B., 
Chief staff officer. 

N. B. No one of the force is to be north of the line East 
Stour-Melbury Abbas-Tollard Royal before 10 a. m. 

NARRATIVE OP OPERATIONS. 

At 10.35 Blue cavalry, advancing eastward on the Shaftes- 
bury-Salisbury road, were checked by the outposts of the sixth 
brigade, and the cavalry brigade battery opened fire on them 
(3,000 yards). It then withdrew south of the road west of 
the 18th milestone, dismounting in column in a field, where 
it was exposed to fire from one horse battery on Charleton 
Down (2,000 yards) and two horse batteries on Win Green 
(2,600 yards). 

At 10.55 the third division commenced its march to White 
Sheet Hill by the Shaftesbury-Salisbury road, the fifth brigade 
leading. Before the rear of the column left, at 11.35, a horse 
battery (Blue), supported by mounted infantry and some cav- 
alry, suddenly opened fire at 700 yards on the battalion moving 
off the camping ground at Ludwell in column of route with 
two machine guns. To mark the losses incurred, one battalion 
was placed out of action. The outpost battalions retired in 
good order, and would have inflicted severe loss upon the 
advanced guard of the Blue force, which now appeared. 

At 12 noon the corps horse batteries opened fire (2,200 yards) 
on the horse battery (Blue), which had been firing on the rear 
of the retiring third division, and it shortly ceased firing. 

The rear guard covered the further retirement of the third 
division, which was followed by the infantry of the advanced 



90 AUTUMN MANEUVERS. 

guard, Blue force, and as this latter advanced the corps artil- 
lery on White Sheet Hill opened fire upon it. 

The orders to the cavalry brigade were to scout toward 
Semley, Win Green, and Motcombe, reporting to the com- 
mander, Blue army, with the fourth division, which was to 
move by Foots Hill on Cannfield Farm. 

At 10 a. m. the brigade left Melbury Hill and at 10.30 met 
at Shaftesbury one squadron (Red), which was ordered to 
retire. 

At 10.45 the brigade moved to Donhead St. Mary, where it 
was checked by three half companies of infantry (third divi- 
sion Red). These were driven back to the mounted infantry 
on Charlton House, where the three half companies were sup- 
ported by a company; but they were again dislodged and 
forced back into Ludwell upon several battalions of infantry 
(Red). 

At 11.30 the cavalry horse battery was brought in action on 
the high ground at Charlton crossroads, and fired on the troops 
in the village. 

At 11.45 two companies (Red) were repulsed with case-shot, 
machine-gun, and mounted-infantry fire. 

At 12 noon the infantry (Red) vacated Ludwell village; 
their columns were fired on by the horse battery during the 
retirement. The three divisions and the corps troops all moved 
in the first instance by the main Iwerne Minster-Shaftesbury 
road. The fourth division led and diverged to the east at the 
forked roads due west of Melbury Hill, and marched on Cann- 
field Farm. Three of its battalions, with three batteries of 
the corps artillery, arrived there at 10.30 a. m., the remainder 
of the division at 12.15 p. m. 

The fifth division was massed at the foot of, and due north 
of Melbury Hill, where it remained until about 12.15 p. m., 
when it was ordered to Mayo Farm. The sixth division moved 
on Ludwell. 

The corps artillery eventually assembled at Cannfield Farm. 
Great difficulty was experienced in getting the force up to 
Melbury Abbas on account of only one road being available. 

The balloon was sent up at Duncliffe Hill, to observe on the 
left flank, and deceive the Red commander. 

At the close of the operations both the fourth and sixth 
divisions were moving eastward, and the advanced guard of 
the latter division had reached Ludwell. 
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REMARKS. 



The term "observation" used in the "special idea" for the 
Red was misinterpreted, as was also the second and explana- 
tory instructions, and the force fell back before it was attacked. 
Had it been covered by an adequate outpost force properly 
posted, its retirement, when really attacked, would have been 
secured and the advance of the Blue force seriously delayed. 
With the dispositions actually made it was possible for two 
companies of mounted infantry, with a horse battery (Blue), 
to force the outposts back on the rear of the retiring columns. 

The cavalry sent back good information. Its commander, 
by not occupying Breeze Hill on learning the exposed position 
of the Blue fifth division below Melbury Hill, missed a favor- 
able opportunity of inflicting serious losses on it by artillery 
fire. 

The movement of the Blue force was well conceived, but 
considerable delay and some confusion occurred in carrying 
out the march. This was attributable in part to the force 
having to move on one road, and partly to the transport 
columns interfering with the march. 

The mounted infantry and the horse battery of the cavalry 
brigade were promptly and energetically handled, and would 
have effected valuable results. The cavalry regiments of the 
brigades were unable to act in the close country in which they 
were placed, and while halted they were much exposed to 
artillery fire. The brigade would have been better employed 
on the right flank of the advance. 

OPERATIONS OF THE FOURTH DAY. 

SPECIAL. IDEA (RED). 

No. 4. Headquarters Red Main Army, 

Andover, 2. SO p. m., September 4, 1898. 

Information regarding enemy is to the following effect: 
His main advance (imaginary) appears to be by Farnham and 
Cranbourne on Salisbury. I propose to hold him on the River 
Ebble with the force (imaginary) under my immediate com- 
mand. 

The force (imaginary) which landed at Bristol occupied 
Bath to-day. 

If the enemy with whom you were in observation yester- 
day advance on Salisbury, I can deal with him, but it is im- 
portant to prevent a junction between him and the hostile 
force (imaginary) at Bath. To prevent such a junction move 
to a position so as to be in readiness to act about Codford, and 
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deny to the enemy the line of the River Wylye. If you sight 
him while on the line of march toward the river, attack and 
drive him back in a westerly direction. 

X. Y., 
Chief staff officer. 

N. B. No one of the force is to be north of the Chilmark- 
Teffont Magna-Baverstock road, or west of a north-and-south 
line through Chilmark-Ansty before 8.30 a. m., at which hour 
operations may commence. 

SPECIAL IDEA (BLUE). 

No. 4. Blandpord, 2 p. ra., September 4, 1898. 

The main army will move from here to-morrow direct on 
Salisbury. 

The army corps (imaginary) which landed at Bristol is in 
occupation of Bath, and moves to-morrow on Devizes. 

Information has been received that the force with which 
you were in observation yesterday will move to-morrow on 
Wylye and Codford in order to interpose between you and 
Devizes. Attack him while on the line of march before he 
can get to the River Wylye, and prevent him reaching that 
river. 

A. B., 
Chief staff officer. 

N. B. No one of the force is to be north of the Chilmark- 
Fonthill Bishop-Hindon road or east of a north-and-south line 
through Chilmark-Ansty before 8.30 a. m., at which hour 
operations may commence. 

REMARKS. 

Operations commenced at 10 a. in., and the "cease firing" 
sounded at 1 p. m. 

The difficulty that occurred, owing to the orders of the com- 
manders taking formed bodies of troops of both Red and Blue 
to Chilmark, was due in part to outposts not having been 
ordered to be posted by the director, and in part to the formed 
bodies, unprotected by advanced troops, having been ordered 
right up to the limiting line. Looking to the situation of the 
respective forces, the arrangements made on the spot by 
umpires were practical, though in the result Red was placed 
at some disadvantage. 

The Red infantry, in its first advance, was not sufficiently 
protected on its exposed flank, and suffered both loss and delay 
from the enterprises against it of the Blue cavalry and 
machine guns. A flank guard should have been detailed to 
march to the westward of it. 
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In the delaying action of the Blue cavalry against the 
advance of the Red infantry it acted with discretion and 
promptitude and effected its purpose in a satisfactory manner. 
The charge against the Red infantry, north of Stockton Wood, 
must have induced considerable losses, for the Blue cavalry 
was charged by Red cavalry after it had been exposed to 
infantry fire. 

The conditions of the operations carried out by the two 
commanders made it difficult for either of them completely to 
fulfill his allotted task. 

Both armies were well directed, and the wooded ground 
enabled the Blue army, though in inferior force on the spot, 
to advance without serious loss nearly up to the eastern limit 
of the woods. Beyond this, however, a superior Red force 
was in position, which, had it stood on the defensive, must 
have crushed the Blue infantry issuing from the woods. 
Moreover, if it had continued the attack it would have had a 
fair chance of success. 

The Blue commander, by detaching one of his divisions to 
a great distance from his southern flank, incurred the danger 
of its not being in a position to cooperate with the rest of his 
force. At the termination of operations this division was 
about 1 mile distant, but it was claimed by the Blue com- 
mander that it could later have acted decisively against the 
southern flank of the Red force. It is possible that under dif- 
ferent circumstances it might have done so, but at the moment 
it was not in a situation to act effectively. There will 
always be great danger in making an outflanking attack of 
the nature undertaken by the Blue fourth division, unless it 
is sufficiently close to the main attack to have the advantage 
of its fire. 

OPERATIONS OF THE FIFTH DAY. 
SPECIAL IDEA (RED). 

No. 5. Headquarters Red Army, 

Grateley, i p. m., September 5, 1898. 

It is intended to occupy with the main army (imaginary) a 
fighting position immediately east of the River Avon, situ- 
ated approximately between Beacon Hill and Laverstock. 
To insure its being prepared and occupied without interruption 
take up to-morrow, with a portion of your force, a rear-guard 
position for observation toward the west, between Yarnbury 
Castle and the River Wylye. 
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The main body of your force should be disposed so as to be 
able to secure the retirement of the rear guard and delay the 
enemy moving on the high ground east of the stream that 
runs south by Winterbourne Stoke and Berwick St. James. 
Watch your right flank carefully, as the enemy (imaginary) 
who landed near Bristol has occupied Devizes. 

X. Y., 
Chief staff officer. 

N. B. The dispositions are to be completed by 8.30 a. m., 
before which hour no one of the force is to be west of a north- 
and-south line between Oram's Grave and Fisherton de la 
Mere. 

SPECIAL IDEA (BLUE). 

No. 5. Headquarters Blue Army, 

Cranbourne, 2 p. m., September 5, 1898. 

The mam army (imaginary) will march to-morrow to the 
line of the River Ebble. 

The army corps (imaginary), which landed at Bristol, should 
reach Devizes to-day. It has been directed to march to-morrow 
and effect a junction with your force at Maddington. 

Advance eastward to-morrow and seize the line of the 
stream running south through Winterbourne Stoke and Ber- 
wick St. James, with a view to bivouac near it. 

A. B., 
Chief staff officer. 

N. B. No one of the force is to be east of a line drawn 
through Chitterne All Saints-Stockton before 8.30 a. m. 

REMARKS. 

The "cease fire" sounded at 11.30 a. m. 

This day's operations form a striking example of the value 
of even a weak rear guard, judiciously posted, in causing the 
deployment, and consequent delay, of a very superior hostile 
force. 

The position of the Red main force was so strong that a 
frontal attack against it offered small chances of success; and 
the retirement of the rear guard upon it was well timed and 
skillfully carried out. 

It was of importance for the rear-guard commander to be 
informed early of the direction and strength of any hostile 
force advancing against him, and steps should have been taken 
to insure his receiving this information. The incident of the 
artillery firing on the horse battery of its own cavalry brigade 
is noticeable as demonstrating the danger of firing at distant 
ranges. 
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The misconception that arose as to the Yarnbury Castle 
position being occupied in force by Red could have been recti- 
fied by an early reconnoissance being made of it by cavalry, 
which could not have failed to ascertain that it was not held 
in force. 

The change of direction effected by the Blue divisions, when 
the first objective was altered, was well carried out. The 
infantry of the division that attacked was deployed too early ; 
this should be avoided where circumstances allow, for a long 
advance in extended order entails extra fatigue on the men. 

OPERATIONS OF THE SIXTH DAY. 
SPECIAL. IDEA (RED). 

At 4 p. m., September 6, 1898, the commander of the Red 
covering forces receives the following dispatch from the com- 
mander in chief of the British army : 

No. 6. Headquarters, Salisbury, 

2.80 p. m., September 6, 1898. 

Our second army is approaching Swindon, and its advance 
will be felt in the next twenty-four hours on the left of your 
adversary. Force the passage of the River Avon to-morrow 
between Amesbury Workhouse and Old Sarum ; attack the 
enemy vigorously, and push him back to the westward of the 
Salisbury-Winterbourne Stoke Group road. 

X. Y., 
Chief staff officer. 

N. B. No one of the force is to be west of the Salisbury- 
High Post-No. 5 milestone, Amesbury Road, thence by Stock- 
port, point 409 " Ditch," Tanner's Down, before 9 a. m. 

special idea (blue). 

No. 6. Broad Chalke, 2.80 p. ra., September 6', 1898. 

Information has been received that another Red army 
(imaginary) is advancing southward towards Swindon. Hold 
the passage of the River Avon to-morrow between Amesbury 
Workhouse and Old Sarum, and prevent the enemy with whom 
you were engaged yesterday crossing the river. Your left 
flank will be safe till nightfall. 

A. B., 
Chief staff officer. 

N. B. No one of the force is to be east of a north-and-south 
line through Stonehenge and the 20th milestone on the Devizes- 
Longbarrow cross roads-Salisbury road before 9 a. m. 
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REMARKS. 

The " cease fire " sounded a few minutes before noon. 

The defense of a long stretch of river, passable at many 
points, must always be a difficult undertaking. In the present 
instance the difficulty was enhanced by the dense fog that 
prevailed in the valley of the Avon at the commencement of 
the operations, and which rendered observations difficult. 
The plan of attack was well conceived, and it was carried out 
with vigor and unity, except that the brigades of the third 
division, after crossing the River Avon, were widely separated 
for a time. At the close of the operations the attackers were 
firmly established on the right bank of the river with two 
divisions, and a brigade of another division was in process of 
crossing ; but they were held by two divisions and the corps 
artillery of the defenders posted between them and the Salis- 
bury-Winterbourne Stoke Group road. Neither force, there- 
fore, was in a situation to take the offensive until reenforce- 
ments had come up. 

The instances of the unnecessary exposure of infantry to 
effective artillery fire were frequent on both sides. The cases 
referred to in the narrative of Blue infantry fired at by a 
brigade division of field artillery when on a road 1,500 yards 
distant, and of Red infantry enfiladed by artillery fire when 
in column of fours, were aggravated instances which would 
have resulted in serious loss ; but they were not isolated cases, 
for lines of Blue infantry were observed at about 9.30 on the 
salients west of Woodford, and also moving to a flank in file 
under effective artillery fire, and again at about 11.40, extended 
lines of the Blue fourth division, moving to gain the right flank 
of the Red infantry, offered their flanks to direct artillery fire. 

The reconnoissance by the Red cavalry of the river cross- 
ings, on the results of which the dispositions made by the 
commanders of the second and third divisions for the passage 
of the river depended, was efficiently made, and the results 
promptly reported. 

After the mist had cleared away from the valley, the ob- 
servations made from the balloon with the Blue force fur- 
nished its commander with full and accurate information 
regarding the movements of the Red force. 

The question of the time required to destroy solid perma- 
nent bridges requires attention ; in one instance the Blue cav- 
alry claimed to have destroyed a stone bridge in about a 
quarter of an hour (vide sec. 210, par. 2, Infantry Drill). 
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THE MARCH PAST, SEPTEMBER 8, 1898. 
[Broad Arrow, September 10, 1896.] 

On Thursday the whole of the troops engaged were inspected 
by the commander in chief. Both army corps and cavalry 
brigades, with machine guns and small-arm ammunition 
carts, were formed up by 10.40 a. m. At 11 a. m., on the 
arrival of the commander in chief, the whole force presented 
arms. 

The army corps and cavalry brigade then marched past in 
succession at the walk, the cavalry in regiments in line, the 
artillery by brigade divisions, and the infantry in line of 
quarter columns of half brigades. 

After the cavalry had passed at a wqjk, the two cavalry 
brigades, as well as. the corps horse artillery and divisional 
and corps cavalry, were formed up on the open ground west 
of the line, the field artillery being formed up clear of the 
cavalry. 

The field artillery, cavalry brigades, and royal horse artil- 
lery then trotted past in the order named, after which the 
royal horse artillery and cavalry, reversing, galloped past. 

The whole of the troops then re-formed on the original 
alignment, and, advancing in review order, gave the general 
salute. 

GENERAL STATEMENT WITH REFERENCE TO THE 

MANEUVERS. 

[Broad Arrow, September 10, 1898.] 

On the termination of the operations a special conference 
was held, at which the generals and commanding officers 
were present. The commander in chief congratulated them 
on the general results of the maneuvers and the valuable les- 
sons all had learned from them. He desired to place on record 
the excellent behavior of the troops and the way in which 
they have carried out their work, which has included long 
and trying marches in very hot weather. 

The militia, though not trained to the same degree in the 
practice of marching, vied with the regular infantry in cheer- 
fully executing the duty, which on some occasions was much 
protracted. It had been of special interest to note that in the 
battalions of militia which took part in the maneuvers 
England, Scotland, and Ireland were all represented. 

1715—7 
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The commander in chief noticed with great pleasure the 
way in which the yeomanry rode and worked, and he was 
aware that it was difficult at so busy a season of the year for 
people engaged in agriculture to get away from their farms, 
and that this fact accounted for a smaller number than he 
would have been glad to welcome, but nevertheless those who 
came had done well. 

Although no formed bodies of volunteers were employed, 
officers of that force were attached to the staffs of commanders, 
and they without doubt have derived much benefit from their 
experience. It was also noted that Colonel the Honorable 
Crichton, commander of the Hampshire volunteer brigade, 
formed a camp with a number of his officers, and then followed 
the operations everyday, reporting on them and discussing 
them, an exercise which can not fail to have been of value and 
which the commander in chief hopes to see followed on future 
occasions. 

There has been much learned with regard to supply duties 
and administration, especially as regards transport and sup- 
ply. It has been plainly shown that no amount of hard work, 
good will, and disregard of expense can compensate for want 
of previous organization. 

So far as regards the services carried out by the army 
service corps, the generals commanding the army corps have 
reported to the commander in chief that nothing could have 
been better than the work done. 

Lord Wolseley has been well satisfied with the care taken 
by all ranks and services, who have done everything that was 
possible to contribute to the comfort and efficiency of their 
men. His thanks are due to the umpires and to the officers 
of the umpire staff, who have contributed to the success of the 
maneuvers. 

REMARKS ON THE MANEUVERS BY THE COMMANDER IN 

CHIEF. 

[Official Report.] 
TACTICAL CRITICISMS. 

General. — It would be optimistic to say that the fullest 
tactical value was obtained from each day's operations. 

Long days and nights out of bed seriously affected the 
recruiting of a voluntary army, and we can not afford to 
ignore this fact. To work our men during maneuvers, as is 
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often done abroad, would necessitate a far greater pressure 
upon our young soldiers than those responsible for the recruit- 
ing of our volunteer army can venture to impose, during 
peace, upon the rank and file. In most foreign armies a pro- 
portion of infantry reserve men rejoin their regiments for 
annual maneuvers; none do so with us; and above all things 
it should be remembered that whilst abroad the men do not 
enter the army under 20 years of age, the great bulk of the 
rank and file in our foot regiments at home are only 18, and 
many are under that age. The distances to be covered to and 
from the points of collision were often great, and time was 
spent in marching which would have been better used in tac- 
tical operations. But owing to the scarcity of water, those 
distances were not greater than they would have been in real 
war in that same locality. 

The two armies might have been placed nearer to each other 
at the beginning of the maneuvers, but had this been done the 
cavalry would have lost all the opportunities afforded them of 
reconnoitering large bodies of troops on the move. 

Speaking generally, the extent of front covered by each 
force was on occasions remarkable and at times excessive. 

A tendency to deploy troops too soon was observable. 

Full advantage was seldom taken of the conformation of 
the ground to conceal the advance of attacking columns; 
nor ^rere the staff officers always successful in ascertaining 
by previous reconnoissance the best and easiest routes for the 
march of troops. 

Cavalry Brigades. — The cavalry brigades were not al- 
ways handled with sufficient enterprise and independence, 
and perhaps a sufficiently free hand was not always given by 
the corps commanders to^their cavalry brigadiers as regards 
the method of execution of the tasks intrusted to them. 

I am glad to observe that the cavalry have learned the 
value of concentration, but at times this principle was carried 
to excess, the scouting and reconnoissance being too much 
subordinated to fighting formations, while at others the value 
of the concentration was discounted by want of vigor in the 
use made of the brigade when concentrated. The failure to 
report to army commanders the movements and position of 
the hostile main body was observable on several occasions. 
I can not too strongly impress upon cavalry commanders the 
necessity of keeping the general commanding the army at all 
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times fully informed of the enemy's movements and position. 
If they can not obtain this information without fighting (and 
fighting with superior force concentrated at the decisive point 
is often the only way of getting it), they should fight, but 
with the final object always in view, and any success should 
be promptly utilized. Fighting without a fair prospect of 
success is rarely excusable. 

A further point in this connection is the necessity for the 
rapid transmission of information gained to the point where 
it is primarily wanted. The best information is valueless if 
it comes too late, and the more channels it goes through the 
longer it takes to reach the hand that needs it. Officers and 
orderlies should be instructed to communicate the news they 
carry to all general officers near to whom they may pass on 
their way. To facilitate delivery of messages, all orderlies 
should be instructed, on approaching what they believe to be 
the destination of their message, to call out in a loud voice 
the name of the officer to whom it is addressed. 

Of faults in tactics the inspector-general of cavalry has 
brought to notice : (a) That opposing forces frequently delayed 
too long the formation for attack, and were caught in the act 
of forming to the front. or to a flank; (b) That line was fre- 
quently formed after the order to "gallop," and the rear con- 
sequently came up in disorder; but, speaking generally, I 
noticed the very great improvement which has taken place in 
the cavalry arm of recent years. 

Artillery. — I am inclined to think that of the three arms 
the artillery derived most benefit from the opportunities of 
the maneuvers. 

The chief point in its handling which calls for criticism is 
the practice of frequently taking away the divisional artillery 
from the divisions and concentrating it with the corps artil- 
lery under one command. 

While fully appreciating the value of the concentrated 
action of artillery, it may be, and I think in some cases it was, 
pushed to excess, the divisional commanders being thus 
deprived of the immediate support of their batteries, and their 
power to carry out their allotted task being thereby weakened. 
(This was particularly noticeable on the 5th of September.) 
Moreover, the divisional commanders do not obtain the prac- 
tice of maneuvering the combined arms, which, being essen- 
tial to success in war, is one of the objects aimed at in these 
maneuvers. • 
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Changes of target were too frequent. 

Ranges were sometimes excessive, attributable, I think, 
partly to the conformation of the ground. The clearly de- 
fined ridges, while giving magnificent artillery positions, 
frequently limited the choice, so that a position had to be 
taken up at extreme range in preference to the only other 
alternative of one too far advanced. 

Notwithstanding the evidently sound and uniform system 
of training throughout the regiment, it was noticeable how 
very superior were the brigade divisions, which had been 
accustomed to drill together under their own lieutenant 
colonel, to those which had been formed of isolated batteries 
for the maneuvers. 

It is a matter for regret that the very important duty of 
ammunition supply could not be practiced by the artillery 
of these maneuvers. For economy's sake batteries were made 
to horse all their own transport, and this reduced the number 
of ammunition wagons to one per battery. 

On the 6th of September two horse batteries were captured, 
with little or no loss to the assailants, through coming into 
action in an exposed position without any scouts to warn them 
of approaching enemies. When horse artillery batteries are 
in an exposed position they must be protected from surprise; 
but, at the same time, the variable provision of an escort, 
whether required or not, is often a useless waste of men. 

The corps battalion is not a sufficiently mobile unit to be 
attached to the corps field artillery as their normal escort, 
yet this appeared to be the practice at the maneuvers — a 
practice which should not be repeated. 

The question has been raised by artillery officers of the con- 
veyance of dismounted parties of mounted corps from camp 
to camp. I see no difficulty whatever in their walking. They 
have no valises to carry, and with their ankle boots properly 
fitted and dubbed, and wearing putties, the mounted men 
should march without difficulty. As, however, he is called 
upon to march, the boots in which he marches should be paid 
for by the Government, not by himself, as is now the estab- 
lished system. 

Engineer Units. — The chief work of the mounted detach- 
ments, the field companies, and the field parks was the com- 
pletion of the watering arrangements already alluded to, and 
their technical wagons were almost entirely filled with the 
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necessary plant and with shelter-trench screens. There was 
therefore little opportunity for their tactical employment. 

The satisfactory manner in which the army telegraph serv- 
ice was conducted shows the value of the arrangement between 
the war department and the general post office, under which 
the latter employ in their service a portion of the royal 
engineers and a number of army reservists. Under this 
system the State holds available for army requirements a 
body of soldiers and reservists in full practice under the 
general post office as operators and linemen. I have to thank 
the officials of the general post office for their cordial cooper- 
ation on this as on all other occasions when demands have 
been made on them. 

Admirable work was done both by the semipermanent lines 
and by the field telegraph employed in the field. 

The bridging battalion found little scope for employment. 

The balloon detachments did good service. They gained 
valuable experience in observing and in reporting upon the 
movements of large bodies of troops, and general officers com- 
manding did so also in the selection of advantageous positions 
for their balloons, a point of great importance. 

The balloon is a most valuable assistance to a commander 
in the field, but its value would be enhanced by greater sta- 
bility, which I believe it can be given. 

The engineer reports contain so much information of tech- * 
nical value that I have attached them in full (Appendix VII). 

The points raised will receive careful consideration. 

Infantry. — The endurance and marching power of our 
young soldiers of the regular infantry were satisfactory, and • 
show what strides have been made in this direction of late 
years. The weather was exceptionally hot, and the carrying 
of their valises continually during long days of fatiguing 
operations was undoubtedly a strain on those under twenty 
years of age. The spirit shown by our young soldiers was 
excellent throughout. The principal points which call for 
criticism in the handling of the infantry are : 

(a) The manner in which battalions were frequently exposed 
to artillery fire in unsuitable formations ; but this is partly due 
to the difficulty of recognizing, in the absence of bullets, when 
troops come under this fire. (See Umpires.) 

(b) In attack formation the lines were often so close that 
two successive lines would have been struck by bullets from 
the same shrapnel. 
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It is a matter for regret that, owing to causes already 
alluded to, it was impossible to give the infantry a more 
prominent part, and to carry out the attack to its legitimate 
conclusion. The final assault, and the supply of ammunition 
to the leading lines, as well as the withdrawal of beaten 
forces, are all exercises which it would have been of value to 
practice. 

(c) The handling of machine guns was not always skillful 
or satisfactory. To collect machine guns together and em- 
ploy them as batteries is a mistaken use of the weapon. 
Machine guns are attached to battalions for use under special 
circumstances, mostly in defense, and to bring them invari- 
ably into action, whether suitable opportunities arise or not, 
is a grave error. 

(d) The extensions were in many cases premature, and suf- 
ficient advantage was not taken of the ground to bring the 
troops into action under cover. 

(e) There was on many occasions far too much doubling of 
the battalions. This is a very serious error for any com- 
manding officer to commit. 

(/) Brigadiers were not always kept sufficiently informed 
of the situation, and consequently their commands were at 
times kept in unnecessary readiness for immediate action. 

UMPIRES. 

An able report has been rendered by Lieut. Gen. Sir H. 
Brackenbury, which deals with many important questions of 
tactics and organization. They have either been embodied 
in this report, or will be considered and decided upon after 
full and careful investigation. 

The number of umpires was sufficient. The system they 
followed had been carefully considered, and although the 
results were in a measure disappointing, much valuable ex- 
perience was gained for future guidance. 

Frequent and drastic decisions are required to give reality 
to peace maneuvers. Independence and promptitude should 
characterize the action of the entire umpire staff in order to 
induce satisfactory results. In such decisions it is better to 
be wrong than undecided. 

The just appreciation of the results of artillery fire and the 
rapid conveyance to troops of the information that they are 
being fired upon are serious difficulties which confront um- 
pires. Screens are not always seen, and at large maneuvers 
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the system of sound signals breaks down where many bat- 
teries use them at the same moment. An increased use of 
orderlies, screens raised so that the lower edge is at least 3 
feet above the ground, and, as in foreign maneuvers, a much 
greater expenditure of ammunition by batteries, are appar- 
ently the easiest methods of diminishing the difficulty. 

The employment of reporting officers was a novel feature, 
which fully justified its introduction. Early, precise, and 
sufficient information of the course of events enables the 
senior umpire to give correct and timely decisions and to pre- 
vent unnatural situations, while the summary of the day's 
operations, which he is thereby enabled to present to the 
director at the conference, is of great value. 

I can not .agree with a suggestion that the reporting offi- 
cers should be attached to and live with the staffs whose pro- 
ceedings they are to report. It is contended that they would 
thus get their inf oimation more readily ; but the advantage 
would, in my opinion, be outweighed by the inevitable sus- 
picion of partiality in their reports. 

The umpire's camp was placed, for the convenience of the 
umpire staff, at distances of 4£ and 7^ miles from the di- 
rector's camp, in order to bring them nearer to the field of 
operations. In future the camps of the director and the 
umpires should be as near together as possible, in order to 
facilitate close personal communication between the director 
and senior umpire. 

Other matters in connection with umpiring are : 

(a) The necessity for a strong detachment of orderlies at 
the disposal of the senior umpire. 

(b) The desirability for a plainer distinguishing mark. The 
arm band of the "spectator" should be red, to distinguish it 
from the white arm band of the umpire. 

(c) Employment on the umpire staff at large maneuvers 
should give valuable instruction to those employed, and the 
conferences which were held nightly in the umpire's camp 
can not fail to have had good results. 

(d) The senior umpire should have on his personal staff two 
selected assistant umpires of rank and experience to assist him 
in compiling his report of each day's proceedings. 

(e) To facilitate the assembly of commanders and umpires 
at the conference, it will be desirable at future maneuvers on 
a large scale to send up a small balloon, or to fire three guns 
in rapid succession at the spot fixed. 
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TRANSPORT. 



Amount Required. — During the actual maneuver period 
the transport employed numbered 1,033 wagons, 205 carts, 72 
water carts, 66 ammunition carts and wagons, 48 ambulances, 
22 forge wagons and carts, 68 royal engineer technical equip- 
ment wagons, 4,619 horses and mules, and 2,420 drivers. Of 
these, 772 wagons, 177 carts, and 2,415 horses, with l,3i8 
civilian drivers, were hired. 

To purchase and sell after the maneuvers the larger number 
of additional horses required would have been a costly expe- 
dient, while to hire civilian transport and place it under mil- 
itary control offered a much-needed test of the value of such 
transport for the purpose of home defense. That course was 
accordingly adopted. For our next large maneuvers it would 
be well to hire all the horses we require and use our own wag- 
ons, etc., and our own harness. The drivers we might obtain 
as volunteers from corps not employed. We should then be 
able to usefully compare the two systems for maneuvers. 

The hired wagons, though apportioned to units as regimen- 
tal transport, remained in charge of the army service corps 
companies, of which 22 were employed, the peace cadres being 
expanded to the requisite strength by the addition of hired 
wagons, horses, and drivers. 

When it is remembered that the strength of the army serv- 
ice corps companies forming the cadre was in each instance 
only 2 officers, 48 other rank, 8 riding and 26 draft horses, it 
is obvious that the proportion of civilian increase to military 
nucleus was a heavy one, and, as the result proved, excessive. 

This question of proportion has an important bearing on the 
peace strength of the army service corps cadres, because on 
mobilization the reservist increase would so strain the exist- 
ing establishment as to imperil efficient absorption, and an 
increase to the number of men in these cadres is, in my opinion, 
imperative. 

The class of horses furnished was, on the whole, satisfactory, 
though some of the spare leaders were too light and unaccus- 
tomed to the work required of them. 

The vehicles varied considerably, but were for the most 
part serviceable ; a larger proportion of spare poles and other 
gear is necessary. The conduct of the drivers was, on the 
whole, as good as could be expected ; good foremen, who know 
their men and command their respect, are essential to the effi- 
cient working of civilian transport, and the foremen employed 
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did not always fulfill these conditions. Tenders should, as far 
as possible, be accepted from firms only for the transport 
which they can supply themselves, and the introduction of 
subcontractors should be repressed. This may not always 
be feasible, but it is most desirable. 

Apart from a few weak points of detail which have been 
noted for future guidance, the civilian transport may be said 
to have answered its purpose well. 

Feeding Civilian Horses and Men. — In deference to the 
wishes of the largest contractors, they were allowed to under- 
take their own supply. This was a notable error, as in spite 
of the contractor having provided plenty of food, they had 
miscalculated their power of distribution, and were unable to 
issue it, and food and forage had frequently to be provided 
by the army service corps without previous notice. 

Entraining Civilian Horses and Men. — Nearly the whole 
of the wagons and horses were sent by train to the maneuver 
area. The experience gained brought to light certain defects 
of detail, which it is proposed to bring to the notice of the 
railway companies, in view of the probable entrainment of 
large numbers of civilian horses and wagons on mobilization. 

Loading of Wagons. — In order to avoid the expense, 
amounting to some thousands of pounds, of each extra day's 
hire, the time allowed for the allotment of transport and pre- 
liminary packing trials was reduced to a minimum, with the 
result that notwithstanding the liberal margin allowed for 
possible increase of weight by rain, the loading of the wagons 
left much to be desired, and the prescribed weights of baggage 
were no doubt exceeded. 

In future, at least three days should be allowed for allot- 
ment. 

Baggage Columns on the March. — The discipline of 
baggage colum ns on the march is a problem of vast importance, 
and demands the careful attention of general officers com- 
manding divisions and brigades. 

When on the march civilian transport requires different 
treatment, and much more careful supervision than military 
transport, and this was not sufficiently provided for. One 
army service corps officer, however hard he works, can not 
insure regularity throughout a long column. 

A mounted regimental transport officer should accompany 
the transport of each unit, and a proportion of police, both 



GREAT BRITAIN. 107 

military and civil, to each division should be told off to accom- 
pany the baggage. 

Civilian wagons require more road space than military trans- 
port, for the slow pace necessary in a long closed-up column 
causes many horses to jib at the ascent of hills which they 
have been accustomed to "spring." 

The length of the column often moving on one road caused 
delay in starting, and, for economy's sake, pairs with a pro- 
portion of spare leaders to stage the wagons up steep hills 
were used instead of teams. It is to all such difficulties we 
must attribute the fact of the baggage being often long upon 
the road, and not to any inferiority in the actual quality of 
the transport itself. 

Although the work was done without any serious break- 
down, I think the margin of safety was undoubtedly too 
small, and that it was only the hardness of the roads through 
the absence of rain, which saved us from having to hire more 
transport at great additional expense. 

Traction Engines. — The value of steam traction as an 
efficient supplement to animal transport, especially in carry- 
ing supplies in rear of an army, was clearly proved. The 
powerful new engine employed easily drew four trucks, carry- 
ing a total load of 25 tons up steep gradients, and moved easily 
wherever the ground was fairly hard. 

SUPPLY. 

The supplies of bread, meat, wood, and forage were well 
and punctually carried out by the army service corps. It was 
originally intended to form central supply depots (within a 
given radius of possible camps) from which the troops could 
draw by supply columns, but when for water purposes it was 
decided to prepare fixed camps beforehand, it obviously be- 
came the most economical plan to place supplies also before- 
hand in the different camping areas by contracts including 
delivery. Fresh meat and bread was invariably provided, 
and the reserves of tinned meat and biscuit were never drawn 
upon. 

These reserves were (a) partly carried on railway trucks 
and moved daily to the stations nearest the rayons of camps 
occupied by each army, or (6) partly carried on trucks drawn by 
traction engines in rear of the armies, in case any congestion 
on the railway line interfered with the arrangements in (a). 
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The chance of any failure in the meat supply was mini- 
mized by the contract requiring the live stock to be in the 
camps three days before the rations were required, and bread 
and meat could also have been dispatched from the London 
market at short notice. 

The establishment of the army service corps was too short- 
handed to undertake the butchery or the baking, and this was 
left to the contractors. Although no hitch actually occurred, 
assistance had to be given by the army service corps to both 
contractors, and I am of opinion that to insure regularity of 
supply, both the butchery and baking for an army in the field 
in maneuvers should be done as in war by soldiers under mil- 
itary discipline, and that the peace establishment of the army 
service corps should be made sufficient — as it was formerly — 
for this purpose. I recommend at future maneuvers that the 
employment of contractors be reduced to a minimum, and 
that the supplies of flour, forage, and live stock be bought by 
army service corps officers as far as possible on the spot. The 
advantage of such a system, both to the corps and to the county 
in which the maneuvers take place are obvious. 

Grocery Supply. — As regards groceries and vegetables, 
had their supply been undertaken by the army service corps, a 
fixed scale for both would have been necessary, and the recently 
authorized messing allowance must have been stopped. This 
was considered inadvisable, and it was preferred to let each 
corps expend the messing money in the usual way through 
the dry canteen. But as the employment of a number of can- 
teen contractors would have caused endless confusion, it was 
determined to make one general contract for all the canteens 
of both armies. The tender of Messrs. Lipton for this con- 
tract was accepted as an experiment for home mobilization to 
enable us to judge how far a large civilian firm could deliver 
supplies during large maneuvers without the aid of military 
transport and staff. The result was valuable as an object 
lesson, and proved that however hopeful civilian contractors 
may be in providing supplies, the actual distribution must 
remain in military control under trained officers. 

In the camps of assembly the contract worked fairly well, 
but when the troops began to move daily, Messrs. Lipton, in 
spite of the vast supplies they had stored in each camp area, 
were unable to distribute to the different brigades. This was 
due to the inexperience of their staff in military matters, and 
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the regrettable fact that many of their subordinate employees 
were of an unreliable class. Hence in some cases there was 
failure to issue at the proper time, the brigade tents were late 
in being pitched and equipped, price lists were absent and 
irregular charges were made, and general want of organiza- 
tion was manifest. At the same time this partial failure has 
been much exaggerated ; luxuries often failed, but sufficient 
groceries, etc., for the men to have ample and good meals 
were always somehow secured. 

The general lesson learned as regards civilian transport 
and supply is that their almost boundless resources can never 
be relied upon for military purposes in war unless a sound 
system of organization has been carefully prearranged in 
peace. In other words, no amount of riches, national or pri- 
vate, will enable you, upon, the breaking out of war, to impro- 
vise the military establishment absolutely necessary for feed- 
ing and moving an army in the field. 

Army Service Corps Establishment. — Great credit is 
due to the army service corps for the admirable manner in 
which all ranks performed specially arduous duties, but with- 
out any doubt their peace establishment is very far below its 
legitimate requirements. 

I am strongly of opinion that a considerable increase, while 
still fulfilling the condition of economical use in peace, is 
absolutely essential to efficient expansion for war. 

Details of the transport and supply contracts will be found 
in Appendix VIII. 

ORDNANCE STORE DEPARTMENT. 

This service was well carried out in both armies, and the 
issue and reception of the enormous amount of camp equip- 
ment was most expeditiously and satisfactorily carried out. 

As regards the scale of equipment, the principle adopted 
was to make all ranks as comfortable as possible while in 
standing camp during the "drills," and during the maneuvers 
to reduce the scale to the lowest reasonable limits. The 
maneuver scale laid down in the equipment regulations is 
too liberal, and it is my intention to assemble a committee to 
discuss the matter, with the experience of the maneuvers 
fresh in their minds, with a view to drawing up improved 
scales both for standing camp and maneuvers. The experi- 
ment was made this year of issuing a certain amount of camp 
equipment and furniture to officers' messes with a view to 
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making them independent of contractors, and thus reducing 
the expenses of the mess. The inspector general of cavalry 
in his report states that regiments were thus saved £70 each, 
and I recommend that such an issue be in future sanctioned 
by regulation, suitable patterns of tents and furniture being 
made the subject of further consideration. 

Certain articles such as picketing gear, machine-made 
shoes, horse ambulances, water tanks, regimental stretchers, 
etc., were reported not to give satisfaction. The defects so 
brought to light will receive careful consideration. 

The expenditure of blank ammunition was much less than 
had been anticipated, except in the case of some horse artillery 
batteries. The allowance for this arm should be more liberal, 
as it is early engaged. 

Blank ammunition is an expensive item in maneuvers, but 
I am of opinion that great economy of ammunition at large 
maneuvers is a mistake, as detracting greatly from the reality 
of the proceedings. 

The provisions of paragraph 157, Equipment Regulations, 
Part I., appear to have been neglected, and boxes of blank 
ammunition to have been opened unnecessarily; such neglect 
leads to waste, and must be checked. 

PAY OP THE TROOPS. 

Arrangements were made with the Wilts and Dorset Bank- 
ing Company for cashing checks for the payment of the 
troops, and this arrangement worked satisfactorily. 

Allowances were made locally by the chief paymaster, 
Aldershot district, to the Northern army, and by the chief 
paymaster, southern district, to the Southern army. Extra- 
duty pay returns were rendered to the war office by the general 
officers commanding army corps, and the army agents were 
instructed to issue accordingly. 

The above arrangements were satisfactory. 

EQUIPMENT AND CLOTHING. 

The field cap was worn by all except cavalry. In the ex- 
ceptionally hot weather this cap gave insufficient protection 
against the sun, and the troops suffered to some extent. 

The experimental staff forage cap gave satisfaction, and I 
recommend its adoption throughout the service. 



GREAT BRITAIN. Ill 

The sword frog worn by some of the headquarters staff gave 
satisfaction ; the sword rode well and comfortably, and if Her 
Majesty the Queen approves of it, I intend it to be used by 
all mounted officers for field work. 

In hot weather, such as we experienced during these maneu- 
vers, men naturally unhook the collars of their serges, and 
undoubtedly their marching power is increased thereby. The 
adoption of a rolled collar as worn by troops in India would 
render this practice unnecessary, and add much to the comfort 
and efficiency of the wearer. I shall have these rolled collars 
tried. 

Blistered heels are still attributed to the gaiter. The only 
remedy appears to be to hollow out the gaiter over the heel. 

The experimental equipment in use at the maneuvers will 
form the subject of a separate report. 

MEDICAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

The health of the troops was good. The marches were 
often trying, owing to the heat and thick dust in the narrow 
sunken lanes we moved over ; but the casualties from heat 
and fatigue were few, and sickness from other causes was 
small. Of the Northern army 2.3 per cent were transferred 
as sick to the base hospitals, and of the Southern army 3.21 
per cent, but in the latter case the time occupied by the 
"drills" is included. 

In the Northern army there were 35 cases of sunstroke and 
20 of exhaustion. In the Southern army, 41 of sunstroke and 
38 of exhaustion. 

Owing to the absence of a large portion of the royal army 
medical corps in Egypt, the medical personnel was reduced 
to the lowest practicable limit, and I think that had the sick- 
ness been greater, the strain upon their resources would have 
been greater than they could have borne. 

The medical staff of the army requires augmentation. 

Among the points to which the experience of the maneuvers 
direct attention are : 

(a) The organization of the medical bases. 

(6) The transfer of the sick by rail from the field hospitals 
to the base. A special train should be run daily and suitable 
railway accommodation provided. The design and provision 
of railway ambulance trains for home defense requires atten- 
tion* 
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(c) More than one medical officer is required for the efficient 
care of an infantry brigade, and a tent should be furnished 
for the inspection of the sick. 

(d) A special pattern of light ambulance is desirable to ac- 
company mounted troops. 

The arrangement by which an infectious ambulance was 
kept at the railway station at Salisbury ready for use any- 
where in the maneuver area was a wise precaution. 

VETERINARY ARRANGEMENTS. 

The condition of the horses on joining and their health 
throughout the maneuvers was satisfactory. The very small 
number of sore backs is gratifying, and shows the care taken 
by all ranks, and the advance whieh has been made in this 
important matter. 

The number of severe injuries to horses in the Southern 
army greatly exceeded that in the Northern army. This is 
attributable to the barbed wire and treacherous ground about 
Wareham. Farrier sergeants should carry a few rounds of 
ball ammunition at maneuvers to destroy injured horses with- 
out delay in case of necessity. 

Many important points have been brought to notice by the 
director general, army veterinary department, and I concur in 
his recommendations : 

(a) That all private horses brought to camp, employed by 
messes, contractor, etc., must be examined on arrival. 

(6) That a sliding scale of forage rations for animals work- 
ing or idle is necessary, the proportions of corn and hay being 
increased and decreased accordingly. 

(c) That mounted officers must bring spare shoes and nails 
with them to camp. 

(d) That each veterinary officer must have a tent to him- 
self, which he can also use as a pharmacy and office; that he 
must have a selected farrier at his disposal, who can assist 
him in dispensing, etc., and that the principal veterinary 
officer must be provided with office, stationery, and a clerk. 
Proper provision does not appear to have been made for the 
transport of the veterinary chests. 

(e) That the present pattern of "float" is not satisfactory, 
and that an improved pattern of horse ambulance should be 
introduced. 
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(/) The machine-made shoes are reported to have worn out 
with startling rapidity. Either the material used in their 
manufacture was defective or a heavier shoe is desirable. 
This question will form the subject of very careful investiga- 
tion. 

The quality of forage was not generally good. The oats 
were often inferior and generally required "screening." The 
hay was only fair, and much of it was new. 

I prefer the system of buying forage direct and dispensing 
with a contractor. 

MILITARY MANEUVERS COMMISSION. 

• 

My thanks are due to the members of the military maneu- 
vers commission for their work and for the liberal spirit in 
which they interpreted the act. 

To their position and personal influence I attribute in a 
great measure the good will manifested by the local authori- 
ties and landowners toward the troops engaged. 

I attach the report of the commissioners, with which I gen- 
erally agree ; and I most strongly urge the desirability, from 
a military point of view, of enabling a commander, tempora- 
rily, to close a road without notice, for such notice is not only 
impossible to give, but, if given, robs the intended movement 
of the value which its concealment, so essential to surprise, 
would have. 

COMPENSATION FOR DAMAGES. 

This subject is dealt with at length in the report of the mil- 
itary maneuvers commission. The appointment of military 
compensation officers to accompany units prove unsatisfactory, 
and I consider that their allotment to areas rather than units 
is preferable. The sums claimed in compensation are very 
high, and had the weather been wet the amounts would prob- 
ably have been much greater. 

With greater care on the part of officers of all ranks the 
extent of damages could have been much reduced without 
hampering freedom of tactical action. 

The whole question of damage caused by maneuvers, and 
how far it is avoidable without hampering the troops, will 
form the subject of careful consideration by a committee 
appointed for the purpose. 

1716—8 
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RAILWAYS. 

The assembly and dispersal by rail of the large number of 
troops engaged, as well as of the hired transports, were admi- 
rably carried out and reflect great credit on the officers of the 
quartermaster general's department. The war office is much 
indebted to the railway companies for their cordial coopera- 
tion, without which success would have been impossible. 

The experience gained is valuable, and has brought to notice 
many important points in connection with mobilization for 
home defense, to which the attention of the railway council 
will be directed. 

The report of the quartermaster general is attached (Appen- 
dix IX). 

The appendices thereto are available for reference in the 
war office. 

Among the points to which attention is directed are the 
following : 

(a) The early arrival of trains is as apt to dislocate arrange- 
ments as their late arrival. 

(6) Special arrangements are necessary for effectively light- 
ing stations and their vicinity for use at night. 

(c) Places of assembly (adjoining the station, if possible) 
must always be provided. 

(d) Careful previous arrangement by commanding officers 
is necessary where men are to be fed en route, or horses 
watered. 

(e) The power of the railway staff officer at a station, as 
the representative of the highest authority, must be para- 
mount, and such incidents as that alluded to under railway 
staff officers, in Appendix IX, should be impossible. 

(/) Wagons should never be loaded with bale hoops stand- 
ing, on account of the varying height of both trucks and rail- 
way arches. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Canteens and Other Institutions. — The circumstances 
under which a general contract for canteen supplies was given 
to Messrs. Lipton have been already set forth in my remarks 
upon supply. 

That the grocery bar and canteen do greatly swell the bag- 
gage columns is a deplorable fact, but the evil is a necessary 
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one, and I can not advocate their abolition even during the 
actual maneuver period. 

I have recommended (under Supply) that the distribution 
of the grocery and haversack rations, which are necessaries, 
should be in the hands of the army service corps, but I would 
leave the provision of luxuries, including mineral waters, to 
the contractors, though limiting the list to articles of a simple 
character. 

The supply of malt liquor is a more serious matter. The 
issue of a fixed quantity under regimental supervision has 
been advocated, but I am of opinion that the evils to be fore- 
seen in the limitation of the supply obtainable in camp out- 
weigh the obvious advantages of such a course. 

The army temperance association and other kindred socie- 
ties did good work during the drill period, and added much 
to the comfort of the troops. 

The work of such institutions should, however, be confined 
to the standing camps, and their transports should not be 
allowed to swell the baggage when movement begins. 

Officers' Expenses. — The allowance of transport for 
officers and their messes was sufficient, and that extra trans- 
port of any kind was strictly forbidden undoubtedly produced 
the desirable result of reducing the expenses incurred by 
officers. 

I do not concur in the advisability of increasing officers' 
field allowance. 

The average reported extra cost of messing was 3s. per 
diem, but it must be remembered that if regimental officers 
are willing to live on simple fare, they can retain their health 
and efficiency without incurring any extra expense. This 
was proved in the 1893 maneuvers. 

Wear and tear of clothing and equipment and the provision 
of camp furniture are doubtless sources of expense, but the 
field allowance which is given in aid of such expenses is, I 
think, sufficient to meet all reasonable claims under these 
headings. 

Post Office. — Field post offices were established by the 
twenty- fourth Middlesex R. V., which did excellent work. 
The numbers laid down in the war establishment tables 
proved insufficient for the work and had to be reenforced. 
The experience gained can not fail to be of great value in 
making similar arrangements in future. 
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Printing. — The printing wagon is equipped with a hand- 
press, and the work can not be done with sufficient rapidity 
to turn out the requisite number of copies of special ideas 
and orders for a large force. The equipment of these wagons 
requires improvement. 

Police, Civil and Military. — The proportion of both 
civil and military police attached to army corps, divisions, 
and brigades was sufficient. 

The conduct of the troops was excellent ; but the presence 
of a large number of undisciplined civilian followers caused 
and must always prove a difficulty. 

Inhabitants. — The good will and courtesy of the inhabit- 
ants of the maneuver area of all classes and conditions was 
most marked. 

March Past. — The march past at the conclusion of the 
maneuvers was not only a successful military spectacle, which 
afforded gratification to the thousands of spectators who 
assembled to witness it, but it showed the ability of the gen- 
erals and staffs concerned to handle troops of all arms in 
masses. The field state is given in Appendix XI. 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion I desire to say that in my opinion these 
maneuvers have been of very considerable value to the army. 

Many points in the arrangements for maneuvers, as also 
for war, are always open to criticism. But it is from maneu- 
vers that we look to learn in time of peace the weak points of 
our organization for war, and the lessons learned will, I hope, 
in the present instance be taken to heart. Amongst the most 
valuable of these lessons I would place : 

1. The need of considerable additions to our supply and 
transport establishments. 

2. The inability of even the largest, most successful, and 
liberal-minded civil firms to cope with the distribution of sup- 
plies to an army in the field. 

3. The general unsuitability of civilian transport for mili- 
tary purposes in the first line with an army in the field. For 
maneuvers its use is generally a necessity with us, but careful 
previous organization and constant supervision afterwards is 
essential to its satisfactory employment. 

While these maneuvers have brought out mistakes, they 
have shown indubitably the immense strides which the army 
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has made of recent years ; the increased efficiency of the staff, 
the keenness, the interest in, and the increased knowledge of, 
their profession displayed by our regimental officers, the tact 
and educated intelligence of our warrant and noncommissioned 
officers, and the improved discipline, good conduct, and endur- 
ance of our young rank and file have been prominent and 
most gratifying features in the maneuvers of 1898. 



IMPERIAL MANEUVERS OF RUSSIAN ARMY. 



The'exercises at the camp of Krasnoe-Selo terminated in 
1898 with grand maneuvers, in which all the conscripted 
troops of Finland took part. These maneuvers lasted six days, 
from the 1 5th to the 20th of August, including two days of 
rest. They took place on a diversified terrain north and south 
of the Neva, extending to the environs of St. Petersburg, and 
on grounds of which the troops had but a meager knowledge. 

The navy combined with the opposing armies in the passage 
of the Neva, both on the offensive and defensive. 

As in preceding years, the maneuvering corps were com- 
posed of th^ troops camped at Krasnoe-Selo and Oust Ijora, in 
addition to the Finnish troops, to which was added the bri- 
gade of Finnish chasseurs not belonging to the guard. 

COMPOSITION OP TROOPS ENGAGED. 

The two maneuvering corps were designated the Northern 
and Southern, and were composed as follows : 

NORTHERN CORPS. 

At headquarters : 

General in chief : Aid-de-Camp General Prince Obolensky , 
commander of the guard corps. 

Chief of staff : Major General Glazov, chief of staff of the 
guard corps. 

Chief of artillery : Lieutenant General Kanishtcheff , com- 
mander of the artillery of the guard corps. 

Chief of cavalry: Grand Duke Paul Alexandrovitch, 
commander of the first division of cavalry of the guard 
corps. 

Chief of transportation : Colonel Chtcherbatchev. 

Chief of engineers : Colonel Baron Kolken. 

Chief of military intendance : Colonel Galler. 

Surgeon general : Surgeon Counsellor Foveline. 

Provost marshal : Captain Paltinine. 

(119) 
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Troops : 

Paul military school, 1 battalion. 

First infantry division of the guards, 16 battalions. 

School of the infantry younkers of St. Petersburg, half 
battalion. 

First and fourth regiment of the Finland brigade of 
chasseurs, 4 battalions. 

Third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth battalions 
of Finland chasseurs. 

Forty-ninth infantry brigade of the reserves, 6 battalions. 

Mixed battalion formed of the first and eighteenth bat- 
talions of the sappers. 

Mixed battalion formed of the first and third battalions 
of pontoniers. 

First cavalry division of the guard, 25 squadrons. 

Regiment of Finland dragoons, 6 squadrons. 

Michael artillery school, 8 pieces. 

First artillery brigade of the guard, 24 pieces. 

Twenty-fourth artillery brigade, 16 pieces. 

Finland artillery regiment, 16 pieces. 

First, fourth, and sixth mounted batteries of the guard, 
18 pieces. 
Total, 35£ battalions; 31 squadrons, and 82 pieces. 
The fleet squadron of the North, commanded by Captain of 
Frigate Bolshev, composed of : 

The yacht Slavianka. 

First-class torpedo boats, Nos. 121, 131, and 135. 

Second-class torpedo boats, Nos. 26, 29, 34, and 53. 

SOUTHERN CORPS. 

Headquarters : 

Commander in chief : Lieutenant General Baron Meyen- 
dorf , commanding first army corps. 

Chief of staff : Major General Andreev, chief of staff of 
the first army corps. 

Chief of artillery : Lieutenant General Danilov, com- 
mander of artillery of the first army corps. 

Chief of cavalry : Lieutenant General Ostrogradsky, 
commanding second cavalry division of the guard. 

Chief of transportation : Colonel Voronov. 

Chief of engineers : Colonel Prescott. 

Chief of military intendance: Lieutenant Colonel 
Alexeievsky. 
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Surgeon General : Chief Surgeon Akhmatsky. 

Provost Marshal : Captain Sokhansky . 
Troops : 

Nicholas engineering school, half battalion. 

Second infantry division of the guard, 16 battalions. 

Brigade chasseurs of the guard, 4 battalions. 

Reserve infantry regiment of the guard, 2 battalions. 

Battalion of sappers of the guard. 

Thirty-seventh division of infantry, 16 battalions. 

Second regiment of Finland chasseurs, 2 battalions. 

First and second battalions of Finland chasseurs. 

Nicholas cavalry school, 2 squadrons. 

Second cavalry division of the guard, less 4 squadrons of 
imperial hussars, 20 squadrons. 

Squadron of the cavalry school of officers. 

Constantine artillery school, 16 pieces. 

Second artillery brigade of the guards, 24 pieces. 

Artillery group of chasseurs of the guard, 8 pieces. 

Thirty-seventh artillery brigade, 32 pieces. 

Fifth battery of the second artillery reserve brigade, 4 
pieces. 

Fourth regiment of mortars, 24 pieces. 

Second and fifth horse batteries of the guard, 12 pieces. 

Balloon park. 

Total, 43£ battalions; 23 squadrons, and 120 pieces. 
The fleet squadron of the South, under orders of Captain of 
Frigate Pavlovsky , composed of : 

First-class torpedo boat, No. 122. 

Second-class torpedo boats Nos. 3, 7, 30, 33, and 51. 

We thus obtain a total of 79 battalions, 54 squadrons, and 
202 pieces of artillery. 

The Grand Duke Vladimir was chief umpire and had asso- 
ciated with him Generals Leer and Kamensky of the infantry. 

With these were associated ten other umpires to each army, 
assigned as follows : 

To the army of the North : Four lieutenant generals, three 
major generals, three colonels. 

To the army of the South : Three lieutenant generals, four 
major generals, three colonels. 

The officers' cavalry school furnished to each of the corps 
commanders three staff officers, and to each of the six um- 
pires, the highest in rank of each army, one staff officer. 
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As the reserve troops in Russia are not called out for these 
maneuvers the opposing forces engaged on their peace footing. 

GENERAL SCHEME OF THE MANEUVERS. 

A corps from the north coming from Finland, occupies the 
northern districts of the government of St. Petersburg, 
having for its object the capture of Gatchina. 

A corps from the south, advancing from Louga via Gat- 
china on Vyborg, is halted in the vicinity of St. Petersburg, 
awaiting reenf orcements from Gamburg, and for the purpose 
of reconnoitering the enemy's position. 

The commanders of opposing forces were given entire free- 
dom of action in operations to attain the object indicated. 
However, in case of night operations authority of the chief 
umpire was necessary. He had power to determine initial 
positions, to map out the general plan of the maneuvers, to 
determine the time for beginning and terminating the day's 
exercises, in so far as they related to the operations affecting 
the two forces, the Emperor to give the signal for the final 
termination of the maneuvers. 

INITIAL POSITION ON AUGUST 14. 

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon, on August 14, the troops 
occupied their initial positions, and at 9 o'clock they had 
taken measures for security and had sent out flying patrols 
to reconnoiter the enemy. 

The terrain on which the preliminary operations took place 
was very broken. There were but few good roads in the 
direction of the movement of troops and these were separated 
from each other by vast marshy and wooded regions. The 
principal lines of operations for the Northern corps were two 
in number : first, the road to Kexholm, then to Vyborg, and 
second, the mud road to Melike-Miaki, Tarry-Miaki, Toxovo, 
Deviatkino, Mourino. 

The Northern corps was consequently divided into two 
columns, each of whicli had sent out an advance guard to a 
distance of about 7 or 8 kilometers. 

Right column (17 battalions, 16 squadrons, 44 guns) : 
Main forces at Agalatovo — 

Three regiments of the first infantry division of 

the guard, 12 battalions. 
The Michael school of artillery, 4 guns. 
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First brigade of the artillery of the guard (4 bat- 
teries), 16 guns. 
Second brigade of the cavalry of the guard, 8 

squadrons. 
Fourth horse battery of the guard, 4 guns. 

Total: 12 battalions, 8 squadrons, 30 guns. 
Advance guard at V. Stanki — 

Regiment Preobragensky, 4 battalions. 
-Mixed battalion of sappers, 1 battalion. 
First artillery brigade (2 batteries), 8 guns. 
First brigade of the first division of the cavalry 

of the guard, 8 squadrons. 
First horse battery of the guard, 6 guns. 

Total : 5 battalions, 8 squadrons, 14 guns. 
Left column (1S£ battalions, 15 squadrons, 38 guns) : 
Main forces at Melike-Miaki. 

First and fourth regiments of the Finnish chas- 
seurs, 4 battalions. 
Four battalions of Finnish chasseurs. 
Forty-ninth brigade of reserve infantry, 6 bat- 
talions. 
Twenty-fourth artillery brigade (2 batteries), 8 

guns. 
Regiment of Finnish artillery, 16 guns. 
Regiment of Finnish dragoons, 6 squadrons. 
Total: 14 battalions, 6 squadrons, and 24 
guns. 
Advance guard at Tarry-Miaki — 

The Paul military school, 1 battalion. 

The St. Petersburg school of infantry younkers, 

half battalion. 
Mixed battalion of pontoniers, 1 battalion. 
Twenty- fourth artillery brigade (2 batteries), 8 

guns. 
Third brigade of the first division of cavalry of 

the guard, 9 sotnias.* 
Sixth horse battery of the guard, 6 guns. 
Total: 4£ battalions, 9 sotnias, 14 guns. 
Patrols were not to pass beyond the line Serpolovo-Louppo- 
lovo-Mentsari-Rantolovo-Vilkovka-Keze-Miaki. 

* Sotnia — Cossack squadron consisting of 100 men. 
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In regard to information concerning the hostile strength, 
the Northern corps knew that heads of columns were observed 
in the environs of St. Petersburg on the right bank of the 
Neva. 

On the other hand the Southern corps was informed that 
the enemy, coming from Finland, advanced by the roads of 
Kexholm and Toxovo ; that his advance guards were seen on 
the line Vartemiaki-Toxovo, and that its squadron threatened 
the mouth of the Neva. The Southern corps consequently 
cantoned part of its troops on the right bank of the Neva, 
which was occupied by two strong advance guards. These 
were stationed as follows : 
Left advance guard : 

Main forces (8£ battalions and 16 guns), at Pargo- 
lovo — 

The Nicholas school of engineers, half battalion. 
First brigade of the thirty-seventh division of 

infantry, 8 battalions. 
Thirty-seventh artillery brigade, 16 guns. 
Head at the farm of Ossinovaya (2 battalions, 12 
squadrons, 22 guns) — 
Two battalions of Finnish chasseurs. 
The Constantine school of artillery, 16 guns. 
First brigade of the second division of the cavalry 

of the guard, 13 squadrons. 
Two horse batteries of the guard, 6 guns. 
Right advance guard : 

Main forces (7 battalions and 12 guns), at Deviatkino — 
Second brigade of the thirty-seventh division of 

infantry, 6 battalions. 
Battalion of the sappers of the guard. 
Thirty-seventh artillery brigade, 12 guns. 
Head (2 battalions, 8 squadrons, 10 guns), at Kouzmo- 
lovo — 
Second brigade of the thirty-seventh division of 

infantry, 2 battalions. 
Thirty-seventh brigade of artillery, 4 guns. 
Second brigade of the second division of the 
cavalry of the guard (less 2 squadrons of the 
Emperor's hussars), 8 squadrons. 
Fifth horse battery of the guard, 6 guns. 
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The remaining forces of the Southern army (24 battalions, 
3 squadrons, 60 guns) were concentrated in the vicinity of 
Krasnoe-Selo. But, according to the hypothesis, it was to be 
formed of two detachments, that of Gatchina and that of 
Yamburg. 

The detachment of Gatchina comprised : 

The brigade of chasseurs of the guard, 4 battalions. 
Reserve regiment of the guard, 2 battalions. 
Second regiment of the Finnish chasseurs, 2 battal- 
ions. 
The Nicholas cavalry school, 1 squadron. 
Group of artillery of the chasseurs of the guard, 8 

pieces. 
Fifth battery of the second brigade of reserve artil- 
lery, 4 pieces. 
Fourth mortar regiment, 24 pieces. 
Balloon park. 

Total : 8 battalions, 2 squadrons, 36 pieces, which 
could take part in the maneuvers on the 3d 
day — i. e., on the 17th of August. 
The detachment of Yamburg was composed of : 

Second division of the infantry of the guard, 16 bat- 
talions. 
Squadron of the officers' cavalry school. 
Second brigade of the artillery of the guard, 24 guns. 
Total : 16 battalions, 1 squadron, 24 pieces, which 
were to join in the operations only on the last 
day of the maneuvers — i. e., on the 20th of 
August. 
The flotilla was concentrated at the mouth of the Neva. 
The Southern army could make use of the Alexander Bridge 
over the Neva at St. Petersburg; in case its units should be 
forced to retreat to the left bank of the river, this bridge was 
then to be considered as destroyed. 

Patrols were not to pass beyond the line Dyboun-Dranish- 
niki-Mistolovo-Khelazi-Khoutouzi-Lemberi-Kivrou-Miaki. 

OPERATIONS OP AUGUST 15. 

According to the " Eousski Invalid " the orders for the 15th 
of August may be summed up as follows : 

The Northern corps will continue its advance march to the 
line Shouvalovo-Mourino, in the same order and with the 
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same distribution of troops as on the previous day (i. e., 
marching in two columns, each to have an advance guard). 
The main forces of the right column will, however, detach a 
column to the center, consisting of 8 squadrons and 6 pieces, 
which will take the road Louppolovo-Mentsari-farm of 
Bougry. The object of this column is to maintain communi- 
cation between the right and left columns. 

The advance guards will likewise detach flank guards. 

The squadron concentrated at Cronstad received orders to 
enter the Neva and to take possession of its mouth. 

The commander of the Southern corps resolved to hold 
Deviatkino and the second Pargolovo by the advance guards, 
in order to secure the possession of the right bank of the Neva, 
where he intended to concentrate all his forces. The right 
advance guard was to give special attention to a possible 
movement of the enemy against the Bougry Farm and Bol- 
shiye-Lavriki. The flotilla occupying the mouth of the Neva 
was to prevent the hostile squadron from entering the river. 

The main forces of the Southern army were supposed to 
advance on St. Petersburg, via Louga and Yamburg. * 

Engagements between the advance guards resulted from 
the execution of these orders. The cavalry of the Southern 
army (12 squadrons, reenforced by 6 guns), which had ad- 
vanced in order to reconnoiter the strength and intentions of 
the enemy, encountered the cavalry of the Northern army (7 
squadrons and 6 guns) somewhat to the south of the village 
of Louppolovo. 

According to the decision of the umpires both detachments 
of cavalry had to retreat. The Northern fell back upon its 
infantry; the Southern dismounted and occupied an advan- 
tageous position to the south of the village of Dranishniki, 
after having fictitiously destroyed a bridge over a rivulet 
crossing the road. The horse battery took up its position to 
the right of the road. 

The advance guard of the right column of the Northern 
army, with the Preobragensky regiment at its head, com- 
manded by the Grand Duke Constantine, arrived at Dranish- 
niki. Grand Duke Vladimir was marching with this advance 
guard from the beginning of the operation; he was accom- 
panied by Prince Andrew of Greece. 

The Preobragensky regiment deployed, reenforced by an 
8-gun battery of the brigade of artillery of the guard, and 
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opened fire on the enemy. It soon advanced against the cav- 
alry brigade, which was fighting on foot, and was forced to 
fall back to the south upon its infantry, stationed in the 
vicinity of the farm of Ossinovaya. 

The Emperor and Empress arrived at this moment, accom- 
panied by their suite. After having greeted the troops Their 
Majesties returned to the position occupied by the head of the 
Southern army. 

The cavalry of the Northern army, after having crossed the 
bridge situated to the south of Dranishniki, turned toward 
the right and took a mud road in order to make a turning 
movement by the Vyborg road. The infantry continued to 
advance by the Kexholm road toward the farm of Ossinovaya. 

Informed of the approach of superior forces threatening its 
front and of the turning movement of the hostile cavalry, the 
head of the advance guard of the Southern army began to 
evacuate its position. The cavalry started at a trot toward 
the cross roads of Kexholm and Vyborg; the infantry and 
artillery retreated first to a position situated about 1 kilome- 
ter to the south of the former, near an old ruined Swedish 
intrenchment, then still farther on the road to Vyborg. 
There they were joined by two battalions of the one hundred 
and forty -fith infantry regiment, sent as a reenforcement from 
the second Pargolovo by the main forces of the left advance 
guard of the Southern army. The Vyborg road was thus 
barred to the advance march of the Northern cavalry. 

The Emperor, who had followed the retreating movement 
of the Southern army, rode farther to the village of Yukki, 
thence to the farm of Ossinovaya, and there gave orders to 
close the maneuvers. The results were communicated to the 
troops, and the schemes for the following day were given to 
both corps and squadrons. 

The lines of demarkation were established as follows : 

For the Northern corps : Farm Ossinovaya-Poroshki-Koro- 
celki-Kapitolova ; 

For the Southern corps: Pargolovo-Maliye-Lavriki. 

On the 15th of August the Northern squadron forced the 
Southern one, which it encountered on the sea, to retreat to 
the mouth of the Neva, and took up its position near the Sea 
Canal. 

The Southern squadron, after having accepted a naval 
combat, retired into the Neva and took up its position at the 
entrance of the Sea Canal. 



128 AUTUMN MANEUVERS. 

On the night of the 15th of August the two armies occupied 
the following positions : 

Right column of the Northern army, with its advance 
guard, near the farm of Ossinovaya; center column at Koro- 
celki ; left column at Toxovo, and its advance guard at Kouz- 
molovo. 

The forces of the Southern army, after the engagements 
that had taken place between the advance guards at the farm 
of Ossinovaya and at Kouzmolovo, had concentrated at the 
second Pargolovo and at Mourino. A special advance guard, 
consisting of 4 battalions, 4 guns, and 1 squadron, was sent 
from the center to the farm of Bougry to bar to the enemy 
the intermediary road between the roads of Vyborg and 
Mourino. 

OPERATIONS OF AUGUST 16. 

The following orders were given for the 16th of August: 

The Northern corps will continue its offensive movement to 
the right bank of the Neva and to the suburb of the powder 
factory, the composition of its columns remaining the same 
as on the previous day. 

The right column and its advance guard will march by the 
Vyborg road. As soon as it shall have taken possession of 
the right bank of the river it will make use of all the material 
on hand to repair or construct a crossing. 

The central column will follow the road, farm of Bougry- 
Mourino-Grajdanka, and will join the right column for the 
night. Its mission will consist, as heretofore, in the mainte- 
nance of communication between the two other columns. 

The left column and its advance guard (reenforced by five 
squadrons taken from the main forces of the column) will 
march via Deviatkino on Rjevskaya and the suburb of the 
powder factory. At Novo-Deviatkino the third brigade of 
the first cavalry division, reenforced by a horse battery, will 
be detached by the road Mourino-Routchyi-Grajdanka to the 
halting place of the cavalry of the right column. 

Should the right column succeed in effecting a crossing, the 
troops of the left column may join the former by a special 
order. 

The squadron has been ordered to take possession of the 
mouth of the Neva and to endeavor to drive the enemy as far 
as the monastery of Alexander Nevsky. 

The commander of the Southern army has resolved to stay 
on the right bank of the Neva and to concentrate there all his 
forces. He has consequently ordered the advance guards to 
obstinately maintain their positions at the second Pargolovo, 
at the farm of Bougry, and at Mourino against the enemy. 
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A reserve taken from the main forces of the troops and com- 
prising 6i battalions and 16 guns will be at 9 a. m. on the 
farm of Bougry road to the north of Vyceloki. 

The whole of the cavalry (18 squadrons and 12 guns) will 
likewise be concentrated at 9 o'clock near the reserve. 

The Southern squadron still defends the entrance of the 
Neva. 

At 8.45 a. m. the Emperor and Empress started to Mourino, 
where an engagement was to take place, and where Grand 
Duke Vladimir, the minister of war, and the military attaches 
had already arrived. 

From Mourino Their Majesties went to Deviatkino, which 
was occupied by the right advance guard of the Southern 
army (3 battalions of the one hundred and forty-seventh 
regiment, 8 guns of the thirty -seventh brigade of artillery, 
and 1 squadron ; the fourth battalion of the one hundred and 
forty-seventh regiment had been sent out as left flank guard ' 
to Bolshiye-Lavriki) ; thence Their Majesties pursued their 
course toward Kouzmolovo, and encountered near the rivulet 
Kamennaya the advancing hostile vanguard. 

The commander of the left column of the Northern army, 
informed of the occupation of Deviatkino by the enemy, and 
recognizing the difficulties to be surmounted in the taking of 
this defile, crossing a vast marshy region, took upon himself, 
after having reconnoitered the terrain, the responsibility of 
disregarding the order received and marched his entire column 
on Kapitolovo, Maliye-Lavriki, and Bolshiye-Lavriki. He 
sent out in advance at a trot the third brigade of the first 
division of cavalry, which, according to orders, was to march 
at the head of the advance guard ; the latter resolved to await 
near the rivulet Kamennaya the results of the turning move- 
ment of the main forces of the column. After having learned 
that the main forces had entered Lavriki, it continued its 
advance march. 

The advance guard of the Southern army, advised of the 
movement of the enemy on Lavriki, and fearing to be cut off 
from the remainder of the troops, retreated to Mourino, de- 
fending itself by fire, and successively occupying several rear 
guard positions. ' 

The commander of the Southern army upon reaching Mou- 
rino, recalled immediately the central vanguard which was at 
the farm of Bougry and arrested there the central column of 
the Northern army (second brigade of the first division of the 

171ft— 9 
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cavalry of the guard and one horse battery). He likewise 
recalled the whole of the cavalry of the central reserve and 
ordered the latter to march to Routchyi in order to pick up, 
in case of need, the troops retreating from Mourino. 

There were consequently on the defensive in Mourino, 8 
battalions, 12 guns, and 20 squadrons ; on the offensive there 
were 5 battalions and 8 guns advancing from Deviatkino, and 
13 battalions, 12 squadrons, and 6 guns advancing from Bol- 
shiye-Lavriki. The left advance guard of the Northern army 
advanced slowly in order to await the results of the turning 
movement of the main forces of its column, and to rush to 
the attack simultaneously with the same. 

The advance guard of the Southern army retreated toward 
Mourino, destroying (assumed) the bridge over the Okhta. For 
the defense of the crossing it had posted on the road and in 
the environs four guns supported by a regiment of infantry. 

The Cossacks, marching at the head of the left column of 
the Northern army, encountered near Mourino a ravine with 
marshy bottom. After having crossed it with some difficulty, 
they deployed and rushed to the attack, but they were received 
by a counter-attack of the entire cavalry of the Southern corps 
which forced them to fall back upon their infantry, while the 
Southern cavalry disappeared behind the houses and barns of 
Mourino. 

Shortly after noon the left column of the Northern corps 
drew up in battle formation, while its advanced guard, having 
found a ford in the Okhta, was crossing the river. The South- 
ern troops began to retreat progressively to the position occu- 
pied by the reserve at Routchyi. 

At this moment the Emperor sent orders to close the opera- 
tions for the day and to give instructions for the following 
one. 

On that day the Northern squadron, after engagements with 
the hostile fleet near the mouth of the Neva and in the vicin- 
ity of the fortress of St. Petersburg, continued its advance 
and drove the enemy as far as the Alexander bridge. 

OPERATIONS OF AUGUST 17. 

On the morning of August 17 the positions of the hostile 
armies were as follows : 

Almost all the units composing the Southern corps which 
were formerly on the right bank of the Neva had retreated 
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to the left, between the station Preobrajenskaya of the Nico- 
las railway and the mouth of the Ijora. On the right bank 
there remained near Novo-Saratovskaya, only one regiment 
of infantry (the one hundred and forty-eighth) and one 
battery. 

The main forces, advancing from Louga, were in the envi- 
rons of Krasnoe-Selo. 

The flotilla maintained the hostile squadron below the vil- 
lage of Rybatskoye. Part of the Alexander bridge was de- 
stroyed. 

The Northern corps had passed the night divided into two 
groups, one at the village of Staraya on the road from the 
powder factory to Kaltoushi, the other at St. Petersburg on 
the Vyborg side, in the barracks of the Moscow regiment. 

The following orders were given for the 17th of August. 

The Southern corps will defend the Neva, covering the road 
to Gatchina. The line of combat, comprising the thirty-sev- 
enth division of infantry, the first and second battalions of 
Finnish chasseurs, 2 companies of the battalion of sappers 
of the guard, the Constantine school of artillery, the thirty- 
seventh artillery brigade, and 4 squadrons of the Emperor's 
hussars, a total of 18£ battalions, 4 squadrons, and 48 pieces, 
under command of Lieutenant General Tillo, will defend the 
river from the mouth of the Ijora to Murzinka. The troops 
remaining on the other bank of the river will be brought over 
as soon as possible. 

The cavalry and horse artillery (mounted grenadiers, uhlans 
of the Empress, dragoons, and 2 batteries, a total of 18 squad- 
rons and 12 guns), commanded by Lieutenant General Ostro- 
gradskv, will be drawn up near the station of Preobrajenskaya 
and will guard the Neva from Murzinka to the suburbs of St. 
Petersburg. 

The reserve, composed of the brigade of chasseurs of the 
guard, of the regiment of reserve infantry of the guard, of 
the second regiment of the chasseurs of Finland, of a group 
of artillery of the chasseurs of the guard, of the fifth reserve 
battery of the guard, of the fourth mortar regiment, and of 
the Nicholas cavalry school, a total of 8 battalions, 2 squad- 
rons, 36 pieces, under command of Major General Yevreinoff, 
will leave Krasnoe-Selo at 9 a. m. and advance via Bolshoye- 
Pulkovo to Shoushari, where it will await further orders. 

The chief of engineers of the Southern corps will immedi- 
ately construct, with the material prepared in advance at the 
mouth of the Ijora and with that round on the spot, a bridge 
over the Slavianka, at the brick factory, and prepare the 
necessary means of transportation for the infantry regiment 
and battery from the right bank of the Neva to the left. 
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The Northern corps had received orders to cross the Neva 
on the 17th of August, and to take up a position on the left 
bank of the same. The crossing was to be made in two 
groups. 

The right column (first division of the infantry of the guard, 
the Michael school of artillery, 1 squadron of the horse guard, 
a total of 10 battalions, 1 squadron, and 32 guns) will cross 
the river by the Alexander bridge as soon as the latter is 
repaired, or at noon at the earliest, then advancing up the 
Neva will help the other column to cross in the vicinity of the 
village of Rybatskoye. 

The left column (mixed division of infantry, 2 batteries of 
the regiment of Finnish artillery, 1 squadron of Finnish 
dragoons, 2 companies of sappers, 1 battalion of pontoniers, 
a total of 19 battalions, 1 squadron, and 8 guns) will march 
from Staraya to Novaya, then toward the eastern extremity 
of the Novo-Saratovskaya colony, so as to reach the banks of 
the Neva at 10.30 a. m. at the earliest, in order to make the 
crossing. 

Four batteries of the twenty-fourth artillery brigade and 2 
batteries of the Finnish regiment, covered by 5 squadrons of 
Finnish dragoons, will leave their halting place at 9 a. m., 
and passing through the suburb of the powder factory will 
place themselves under orders of the commander of the right 
column. 

The cavalry and horse artillery (15 squadrons and 18 guns) 
will cross the Neva in rear of the right column, and advancing 
up the stream on the left bank will assist the crossing of the 
left column. 

The Northern squadron was to sail up the Neva to the point 
fixed for the crossing of the left column, which it was to aid by 
lending it transportation and protecting the pontoon bridge. 

About 10 o'clock in the morning the two squadrons came to 
an engagement in view of the Novo-Saratovskaya colony and 
a violent cannonade took place. The Southern squadron, 
which was the weakest, retreated slowly, firing at the enemy 
with rapid-fire guns, which constituted the armament of its 
torpedo boats. 

In the meanwhile the Southern troops which had remained 
on the right bank of the Neva were crossing the river on 
barges. The imperial yacht Alexandria arrived at this 
moment and dropped anchor near the crossing. A special 
barge was transporting the last of the Caspian regiment, but 
the head of the Northern army had arrived on the bank, and 
the crossing was executed under its fire, to which the troops 
of the Southern army responded from the barges. 
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The Northern squadron succeeded in driving the Southern 
beyond the Ijora, and being in possession of the Neva from 
its mouth up to the Ijora this squadron could protect the 
crossing of the Northern army. 

During the whole time of their sailing on the Neva both 
squadrons were exposed to a violent infantry and artillery fire 
from the hostile troops drawn up on both banks. When they 
had disappeared up the river, the Northern squadron in pur- 
suit of the Southern, the units of the Northern army began 
their crossing over the left bank. 

Sixty transports had been assembled in the bend of the 
river near the brick factory. Infantry units were embarked 
according to the plan fixed beforehand, and at a given signal 
the boats sailed almost at the same time toward the opposite 
bank ; the crossing was effected rapidly and in perfect order. 
The Paul school of infantry, the company of the St. Peters- 
burg younker school, and 2 battalions of Finnish chasseurs 
were thus transported. These troops upon landing attacked 
the hostile units defending the bank in order to protect the 
construction of the head of the bridge. 

During the crossing the troops of the Southern corps con- 
centrated their most violent artillery and infantry fire against 
the hostile troops, while the Northern column pointed all its 
guns against the units drawn up at the place of disembarkment. 

When these had been forced to retreat, and the head of the 
column of the Northern army had gained sufficient footing 
on the left bank, the construction of the bridge was pro- 
ceeded with on both sides at once. The first battalion of 
pontoniers engaged in the work on the right bank and the 
third on the left. The joining of two pontoons and the 
placing of the balks and roadway were executed in less than 
an hour in most perfect order, under the command and di- 
rection of pontoon officers. 

As soon as the two halves of the bridge were finished they 
were brought toward each other and solidly fastened in the 
middle of the river. The crossing began immediately, accord- 
ing to instructions given in advance ; but one battalion had 
scarcely reached the left bank when the Northern squadron 
was compelled to retreat before the Southern, which had 
received reenf orcements from the Ladoga Lake. 

The two central pontoon rafts were immediately detached, 
in order to leave a passage for the Northern squadron, which 
defiled very successfully in column through this opening. 
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The artillery and infantry fire of the Northern corps was 
directed on the Southern flotilla pursuing the Northern 
squadron. At the moment when the flotilla was to approach 
(assumed) the bridge in order to destroy it (in reality it re- 
mained some distance from the latter), three fougasses, corre- 
sponding to torpedoes which would have been used at the 
moment of passage of the hostile vessels, were fired. These 
fougasses were placed at such a distance as not to injure the 
bridge. A mass of stones and earth was scattered almost over 
the whole width of the river. The unceasing volleys of the 
batteries lead us to believe that the Southern flotilla could 
have forced the bridge only with great difficulty. 

The two pontoon rafts were replaced, and the remainder of 
the troops crossed over to the left bank. 

The duration of these various operations had been calcu- 
lated with such precision, and were executed in such a man- 
ner, as to cause a variance of not more than five or ten minutes 
from the scheduled time. 

After breakfast the Emperor visited the position fortified 
by the sappers to defend the crossing. This position com- 
prised a 6-gun battery and trenches on the sides for infantry. 
Battery and trenches were completely hidden, so that they 
did not attract the enemy's attention. A narrow-gauge rail- 
way was constructed in a ditch in rear of the battery, by 
means of which it communicated with the neighboring 
trenches. Supplementary positions had likewise been pre- 
pared for guns, in case the enemy opened fire upon the 
former. The displacement of the guns could be executed by 
means of the narrow-gauge railway. A few trenches were, 
moreover, very skillfully hidden by branches. 

OPERATIONS OF AUGUST 18 ANI> 19. 

August 18 was a day of rest, and a holiday of the Preobra- 
gensky regiment of the guard. 

On August 19 the troops again rested. 

During the day the Northern army occupied the environs 
of the imperial china factory of Alexandrovskoye and the 
villages of Murzinka and Rybatskoye. 

The Southern army was concentrated at Podgornoye-Poul- 
kovo, Bolshoye-Poulkovo, and Bolshoye-Kuzmino. 

Orders were issued for the Northern army to continue its 
advance march on the following day on the line Krasnaya- 
Slobodka-Malye-Kabozi. 
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The cavalry and horse artillery (29 squadrons and 18 guns) 
to advance by the Four- Arms road on Podgornoye-Poulkovo, 
Riedkoye-Kuzmino, and Alexandrovka. 

The right column (22 battalions, 1 sotnia, and 24 guns) to 
follow at first the same road as the cavalry, but beyond the 
observatory to take the Malye-Kabozi road. 

The left column (12 battalions, 1 sotnia, and 40 guns) to go 
through Garry, Shoushary, Bolshoye-Kuzmino, and Tsar- 
skoye-Sela, in order to reach Krasnaya-Slobodka. The bat- 
talion of pontoniers to remain at the crossing of the 17th of 
August on the left bank of the Neva. 

The commander of the Southern army had resolved to pre- 
vent the enemy from marching upon Gatchina by taking up 
positions on the heights of Poulkova; 23 battalions, 60 guns, 
24 mortars, and 2 squadrons had been designated to take the 
lead in the action. 

The front of the position extended from the church of Bol- 
shoye-Kuzmino to the heights of Poulkovo (near the observa- 
tory). 

The general reserve, comprising 20 battalions and 24 guns, 
was placed at Riedkoye-Kuzmino. 

The whole of the cavalry (21 squadrons) and 12 guns had 
been pushed in advance to ascertain the directions of march 
of the main forces of the enemy. 

The commander of the engineers of the corps was intrusted 
with fortifying the position. 

OPERATIONS OF AUGUST 80. 

The Emperor and Empress arrived at 9.30 a. m. at Poulkovo, 
whence the march of the Northern corps and the position of 
the Southern could be observed. 

The Northern cavalry, following the road of Poulkovo, see- 
ing that this position, strong already in itself, was occupied 
by considerable forces of infantry and artillery, turned to the 
right toward Peski and Kokkolevo. There, under cover of 
the forest, it resolved to await the arrival of its infantry, in 
order to rush at the moment of attack upon the rear of the 
enemy. 

The left column of the Northern corps, upon marching from 
Shoushary, began to draw up in battle formation ; its artillery 
opened fire and its infantry executed an offensive movement 
so as attract the attention of the enemy, and thus make him 
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uncover his left flank, upon which the principal attack was 
to be made. 

The right column, which had to make a long and difficult 
march, made a short halt in the Srednerogatskaya colony, and 
then continued to advance on Kamenka. 

The Southern cavalry endeavored by repeated attacks to 
impede the offensive movement of the left column. 

The right column, which had drawn up in battle formation, 
understanding the difficulty of a frontal attack against the 
left wing of the enemy, executed a turning movement on Peski 
and Gallerovo in order to fall upon his flank. Its artillery 
advanced to the southeast of Gallerovo, and the infantry took 
up the offensive. 

The commander of the Southern corps, informed of the ad- 
vance of the hostile main force, immediately gathered to his 
left the general reserve, which was at Riedkoye-Kuzmino, and 
part of the artillery from Bolshoye-Poulkovo. The second 
division of the infantry of the guard deployed rapidly to the 
south of the observatory and marched against the enemy. 
The cavalry had likewise been assembled upon the left flank 
and responded by a counter-attack to the attack of the North- 
ern cavalry, which had somewhat delayed the offensive move- 
ment of the second division of the guard. 

The signal for the general attack had been given and the 
troops were preparing for combat when the Emperor ordered 
44 the halt" and caused the generals to assemble. 

This concluded the grand imperial Russian maneuvers of 
1898. 
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THE SWISS ARMY MANEUVERS. 



DATES AND PREPARATORY EXERCISES. 

The preliminary course for the infantry occupied from 
August 30 to September 5 and included individual training . 
school of the company, security and information of the com- 
pany, school of the battalion and outpost duty, regimental 
battle exercises, and brigade field exercises. 

The cavalry had from the 6th to the 8th of September for 
preliminary training. The artillery preliminary course occu- 
pied the time between August 29 and September 6, when they 
were ordered to report to the corps and division commanders. 
The engineer, sanitary, and administrative troops were also 
trained in preparatory exercise from August 30 to September 
6 and 7. 

SUPPLY OF AMMUNITION. 

The infantry received 132 cartridges (exercise) per rifle, to 
be used as follows : Exercise in the company and battalion, 24 ; 
in the regiment and brigade exercises, 36 ; in the maneuvers 
proper, 72. Cavalry received 72 cartridges per carbine. The 
artillery 900 rounds (exercise) pier battery, to be used as fol- 
lows: Brigade exercises, 90; division against division, 450; 
army corps against combined division, 360; blank revolver 
cartridges per battery, 100. The engineer troops received the 
following allowances of cartridges per man: Sappers, 60; 
pontoniers, 48 ; telegraph company, 48. 

AUXILIABY TROOPS. 

Police duty was performed by the field gendarmery corps 
taken from the police of the five neighboring cantons. 

The field postal corps was mobilized September 5 and com- 
menced work September 7. 

DATES OF PRINCIPAL EXERCISES. 

The field exercises of the assembled troops commenced on 
September 6 and included : 

(187) 
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September 6. — Exercises of regiment against regiment 
under direction of the brigade commanders. 

September 7. — Division against division, with auxiliary 
troops assigned to each, under direction of the division 
commander. 

September 8. — A day set apart for necessary repairs, clean- 
ing, and inspection. 

September 9, 10, and 12. — Exercises of division against 
division under direction of the corps commander. 

September 11 (Sunday). — Full rest day. 

September 13 and 14. — Exercises of a combined army 
corps against a maneuver division. 

From September 8 until the end of the maneuvers, September 
14, the conditions of actual warfare were supposed to exist. 

ORGANIZATION OP TROOPS FOR MANEUVERS. 

Fourth army corps : 

Staff and twelfth company guides. 
Fourth division — 

Staff and fourth company guides. 
Seventh infantry brigade- 
Staff. 

Thirteenth infantry regiment. 

Fourteenth infantry regiment. 
Eighth infantry brigade — 

Staff. 

Fifteenth infantry regiment. 

Sixteenth infantry regiment. 
Division artillery — 

Fourth field artillery regiment. 
Engineers — 

Half battalion No. 4. 
Division field hospital No. 4. 
Eighth division — 

Staff and eighth company guides. 
Fifteenth infantry brigade — 

Staff. 

Twenty-ninth regiment of infantry. 

Thirtieth regiment of infantry. 
Sixteenth infantry brigade — 

Staff. 

Thirty-first regiment of infantry. 

Thirty-second regiment of infantry. 
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Division artillery — 

Eighth regiment of field artillery. 
Engineers — 

Half battalion No. 8. 
Division hospital No. 8. 
Corps troops — 

Fourth cavalry brigade. 

Corps artillery, twelfth regiment field artillery — 

Staff. 

First division. 

Second division. 
Fourth division pontoniers. 
Fourth company telegraphists. 
Third and fourth companies railroad troops. 
Fourth administrative company. 
Cyclists. 

THE MANEUVER AREA. 

The district between Sursee and Baden had been selected for 
maneuvers of the divisions and army corps. This announce- 
ment as to the country was so general that it prevented the 
participants from deciding on the terrain, and consequently 
on the course of the maneuvers and the battles. The close 
inspection of the terrain by the higher commanders, which 
usually preceded the maneuvers in previous years, was not 
had in 1898, and the results of this year were so much better 
that it is hoped that this practice will be discontinued. 

The maneuver area selected for 1898 is divided by the river 
Reuss into two great divisions, a west and an east. On the 
tract to the left of the river the division maneuvers were held, 
while the corps maneuvers were executed on the tract on the 
right bank. 

Parallel with the Reuss Valley are those of the Bunz and the 
Aare, all in a northerly direction. The north part is again 
divided by the Biinz Ri^er into two subdivisions, while the 
part south of Muri is divided by the line of the wooded Lin- 
denberg, which, commencing near Sarmensdorf on the north, 
ends at Hohenrain on the south in an irregular hilly country. 
On the north the Lindenberg connects with the wooded Vil- 
merberg, whose highest peak is 713 meters. The Lindenberg 
in its southern portion rises to 800-900 meters ; that is, on an 
average, 450 meters above the plane of the Aare River and 500 
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meters above the plane of the Reuss River. Both slopes of 
the Lindenberg are intersected by numerous water courses, 
and in general the terrain is very rough and hidden. The 
crest is well wooded and so are the water courses, and the 
other parts contain small woods. The entire terrain is cov- 
ered with towns, villages, farms, gardens, and orchards, so 
that it makes a good terrain for maneuvers. 

Communications. — The district is well supplied with good 
roads, also railroads. The principal bridges across the Reuss 
are the Sinser Bridge and those at Obfelden, Ottenbach, 
and Bremgarten, and there are fords at Muhlau and Unter- 
Linkhofen. 

DETAILS OF THE MANEUTERS. 

The general idea for the three days of exercises of division 
against division on September 9, 10, and 12 was as follows: 

"A North army is about to cross the Rhine at B&le and 
Waldshut. 

"A South army is at Bern, with detachments at Lucerne." 

The situation on the afternoon of September 8 was as follows : 

North Army. — Main body has crossed the Rhine at B&le, 
and its fourth division has crossed the Rhine at Waldshut, 
and arrives on the afternoon of September 8, as follows : Main 
body at the line of the Aare River from* Solothurn to Olten, 
the head of the fourth division at Wohlen. 

South Army. — Begins the advance from Bern toward the 
Aare River, and the advance guard reaches Fraubrunnen. 

The eighth division reaches Chain. The sixth division 
reaches the vicinity of Wohlen. 

The orders of the North army commander to the fourth divi- 
sion were as follows : 

The enemy's advance guard has reached Fraubrunnen ; a 
hostile division is marching from Lucerne to Zurich. 

Our army will advance to-morrow, the 9th, in direction of 
Bern. 

Your division will on September 9 advance by Muri against 
the upper Reuss River and try to cut off the hostile division 
advancing on Chain. 

The commander of the South army issued the following 
orders to the eighth division : 

The enemy has arrived at the line of the Aare River from 
Solothurn to Olten. The hostile division, which arrived at 
Brugg yesterday, has sent large cavalry patrols toward 
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Zurich and is advancing through the valley of the Brunz in 
the direction of Wohlen. 

Your division will at once cross to the left bank of the 
Reuss River and advance on September 9 on the hostile divi- 
sion. 

In obedience to these orders the eighth division posted out- 
posts on the left bank of the Reuss, with posts of observation 
near Ober Illau. 

The bridge train of the South army was ordered to construct 
a pontoon bridge near Sins. 

On September 9 the main body, carried by the advanced 
posts, crossed the Reuss River. 

OPERATIONS OP SEPTEMBER lO. 

The director of the maneuvers on the evening of Septem- 
ber 9 gave out the following situation as governing for the 
maneuvers of the following day : 

The advance guard of the North army on September 9 occu- 
pied positions on the heights south of the Solothurn and Olten 
for the purpose of the passage of the Aare by the North army. 

The fourth division was successful in driving back the 
enemy. 

The advance guard of the South army on September 9 
attacked the hostile position at Solothurn and Olten, but 
without success. 

The eighth division was compelled, by the appearance of 
a superior hostile artillery force, to retreat in a southerly direc- 
tion. 

The orders of the North army commander to the fourth 
division were as follows : 

Our advance guards posted on the right bank of the Aare 
were repeatedly attacked, but held their ground. 

It is my intention to take the army across the Aare River 
to-morrow, September 10. 

I assume that to-day, the 9th, the troops, especially the 
artillery, have moved to the line Bern-Lucerne, headed for 
Lucerne. 

Your division will to-morrow, the 10th, attack the enemy 
in your front. 

The South army commander issued the following to the 
eighth division : 

The enemy maintains his position at Solothurn and Olten. 
It is my intention to attack him to-morrow, the 10th, with 
my entire force. 
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Maintain your positions at Beinwyl, as reported to me, until 
the arrival of reenforcements, which will reach you from the 
direction of Lucerne on the morning of September 10, and 
then you will attempt to drive back the hostile force opposed 
to you. 

In accordance with this order the eighth division made its 
dispositions for the occupation of the close position along the 
crest of the Lindenberg. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER IS. 

The 12th of September presented an opportunity for com- 
bined maneuvers on a suitable terrain. It permitted the 
employment of the entire force of artillery. 

The director of the maneuvers, on the evening of Septem- 
ber 11, outlined the situation as follows: 

The North army passed the Aare River on September 10, 
but its left wing was thrown back and is now occupying the 
line Batterkinder-Rothenbach-Aarwangen. 

The fourth division, as a consequence, retired in a north- 
westerly direction. 

The South army has advanced its right wing as far as Her- 
zogenbuchsee-Langenthal, the left being still at Fraubrunnen. 

The eighth division followed the retiring enemy as far as 
Boswyl-Bettwyl. 

The fourth division received the following orders from the 
commander of the North army : 

After a hard struggle the left wing of this army was forced 
to retire toward the Aare, and part was forced back over the 
Aare at Aarwangen. 

The right wing of the army is still in position at Batter- 
kinden-R6thenbach. 

To-morrow, the 12th. of September, it is my intention to 
again assume the offensive and attempt to regain possession 
of Langenthal and Herzogenb.uchsee. 

Your division will, until further orders, remain in posi- 
tion at Sarmenstorf for the protection of the left wing of the 
army. 

The orders of the South army commander to the eighth 
division were as follows : 

The enemy's left wing has recrossed the Aare. His army 
occupies the line Batterkinden-Rothenbach-Aarwangen. 

It is my intention to engage the enemy to-morrow, the 12th, 
along the whole line. 

Your division will, if possible, crowd the hostile force op- 
posing it so as to cut it off from the main body. 
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The division of the forces into two parties on this day was 
exactly even, as two parts of the corps artillery were assigned 
to the divisions. 

The operation commenced at 6 a. m., September 12, at 
which time both lines of outposts had to be occupied. Neither 
side was to cross the line Meisterschwanden-Uezwyl-Walten- 
schwyl before 7.30 a. m. 

OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 13. 

After the operations of the 12th of September, the condition 
of assumed warfare between the two divisions of the fourth 
corps ceased and the exercises of the combined corps against 
a maneuver division commenced. The fourth cavalry brigade 
and the twelfth artillery regiment returned to the corps. 

During the day of September 12 a third division had been 
concentrated between the Reuss and the Limmat rivers in the 
vicinity of Dietikon. It was constituted as follows : Eleventh 
and thirteenth infantry brigades, sixth and seventh battalion 
of carbineers, third brigade of cavalry, and the eleventh regi- 
ment of artillery. This combined division was called the 
* * maneuver division, " and was commanded by Colonel Meister . 

The division was to operate September 13 and 14 against the 
fourth army corps. Colonel Bleuler, commanding the third 
army corps, was charged with the direction of the maneuvers. 

GENERAL IDEA FOR THE CORPS MANEUVERS. 

A North army has advanced on Baden and Brugg. 

The advanced parties have crossed the Aare and the Reuss 
rivers and have reached the front Habsburg-Mellingen. 

A North division, combined division of the third army 
corps as protection of the left flank of the North army, has 
crossed the Limmat River at Dietikon. 

A South army is concentrated Villmergen-Seen, and has 
occupied the front Hagglingen-Holderbank with its advanced 

posts. 

A right flank corps of this army, the South corps (fourth) in 
advancing from Sursee, has reached the upper Bunz Valley. 

The operations between the two parties commenced Septem- 
ber 12, 2 p. m. 

The director of the maneuvers issued the following orders 
to the fourth army corps: 

South Army Headquarters, September 12, 2 p. m. 

1. The South army will engage the hostile main body along 
the front Mellingen-Habsburg to-morrow, the 13th. 
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The hostile division, which has crossed the Limmat River 
at Dietikon, is reported advancing toward the Reuss River. 

2. The South corps will this evening occupy the line Muri- 
Waltenschwyl, and the advance troops will take possession of 
the Reuss River passages from Breingarten up. 

Your division will establish contact with this troop at Fisch- 
bach, which is occupied by the advance troops of my left wing. 

3. To-morrow a. m. your division will cross the Reuss River 
and gain possession of the hills between the river and the 
Limmat, in order to operate from there against the left flank 
and the communications of the enemy's main army. 

DECISION FOB THIS DAT. 

(a) The cavalry of the South corps, except officers' patrols, 
must not cross the line of Bunz before 2 p. m., September 12. 

(b) In the case of the occupation of tne bridges at Otten- 
bach and Bremgarten by the advanced guards, the position 
of the latter must not be beyond the eastern crest of these 
localities. 

(c) The outpost of the South corps must not be passed 
before 5 a. m. September 13, except by cavalry and small 
infantry patrols, nor will troops be crossed over the Reuss 
before that time. 

The instructions for the North division (combined maneuver 
division) were contained in the following orders of the North 
army commander : 

Headquarters North Armt, 

Baden, September 1#, 2 p. m. 

1. The North army will engage the hostile main force in 
the direction of Kestenberg and Hagglingen to-morrow, Sep- 
tember 13. 

2. The North division is to protect the left flank of the 
North army against the reported advance of the hostile corps 
from Sursee toward the Reuss. 

3. Your division will this evening take possession of the 
heights of Welschenloh-Lieli and advance the outposts to the 
Reuss. These will establish contact on the right near Eg- 
genwyl with the outposts of the North army. 

Your division will oppose any hostile attempt to cross the 
Reuss River. 

DECISION FOR THIS DAT. 

(a) On the afternoon of the 12th of September, with the ex- 
ception of officers' patrols, no part of the North division will 
leave Dietikon before 2 p. m. 

(b) With the exception of the cavalry and small infantry 

f>atrols, no troops of the North division will be beyond the 
ine Eggenwyl-Zufiken-Linkhofen-Arni. 
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OPERATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 14. 

After the operations of the 13th the director of maneuvers 
decided that the engagement at Birrfield was indecisive, and 
that the operations of the 14th should be continued from the 
position occupied by the opposing forces. 

The maneuver director gave the following orders for the 
14th to the South corps: 

South Army Headquarters, 
Lenburg, September 18, 1 jj. m. 

The engagement at Birrfeld was indecisive. 

It is my intention to-morrow, the 14th, after receiving the 
expected reenf orcements, to continue the attack. 

Y our division will continue the attack to-morrow morning, 
the 14th. 

MANEUVER DECISION. 

(a) The fourth corps will not advance their combat outposts 
beyond the line Bemer-Lieli-Ober-Benkon-Zufikon. 

(6) This line must not be crossed by the larger organization* 
before 8 a. m. the 14th of September. 

While the troops of the North army were retiring toward 
Hasenberg, the North division received the following orders 
from the commander of the North army : 

North Army Headquarters, 

Baden, September IS, 1 p. m. 

The engagement at Birrfeld is still undecided, but the 
enemy is being reenf orced. It is my intention to retain the 
position gained. 

I confidently expect that you will be able to fully maintain 
your position. 

DECISION FOR THIS DAY. 

The combat outposts of the North division must not be 
beyond the line Bibellos-Unter-Berikon-Haf nerberg. 

This line must not be passed by large detachments before 
8 a. m. September 14. 

In accordance with these instructions, the following orders 
were issued by the commander of the fourth army corps : 

1. The opposing hostile forces were reported as preparing 
for the defense of their position on the Hasenberg. 

The South army will engage the main body of the Nortli 
army to-morrow, the 14th. 

The fourth corps will continue the movements in attack. 

1715 — 10 
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I therefore order : 

2. The cavalry brigade will advance at daylight from the 

right wing and attempt the destruction of the bridges at 

Dietikon and Schlieren. Cavalry patrols will also reconnoiter 

toward Harrenberg and Hasenberg. 
At 7 :30 a. m. the troops will be ready in position as follows : i 

Eighth division east of Lieli, to advance toward Friedlis- 

burg, and from there toward Hasenberg. 

Fourth division at Rotzebrihl to advance over Ober-Berikon 

toward Hasenberg. 
The fourth division will place one infantry brigade at Rute 

at 7 :30 a. m. at the disposition of the corps commander. This 

brigade will follow the right wing of the eighth division. 
Both divisions will secure their march. j 

The outpost line is to be passed at 8 a. m. ' 

Twelfth artillery regiment posted at Rute; for escort of 

this regiment the corps reserve will furnish two companies. , 

The attack was carried out as ordered. 

The eighth brigade over the plateau of Berikon-Wyden ! 

against the right flank of the position. 

The eighth division over the Friedlisburg and to its left, its 
artillery somewhat moved toward the right flank. 

The seventh brigade as corps reserve in rear of the right 
flank of the eighth division. 

The cavalry brigade advanced on the left flank of the posi- 
tion and the artillery in position between the eighth division 
and the eighth brigade. The division field hospital remained 
at Lieli. 

At the cessation of hostilities the situation was as follows 
On the right flank of. the defenders' position the somewhat 
premature attack of the eighth infantry brigade was repulsed. 

The twenty-second regiment held the southern edge of the 
Michael woods and the rifle trenches to the west. In rear of 
its right wing was the twenty-second regiment with two bat- 
talions. In the center near Langernoos was the artillery of 
the North division, partly ruled out of action, and in its rear 
two battalions of the twenty-fifth regiment of infantry, the 
other battalions of the eighth brigade having not yet deployed. 
Opposed to these forces was the entire infantry of the eighth 
division, however, not closed up sufficiently for the final 
attack. On the left flank of the defenders' position there were 
3 battalions against the 6 battalions of the corps reserve, which 
were advancing. The artillery of the attacker, with 10 bat- 
teries still in the position between Friedlisburg and Berikon, 
with 4 batteries advanced to the east of Friedlisburg. 
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The director of the maneuvers decided that the North army 
was still able to maintain its position. The comments were 
that the defender should not have exposed his artillery as 
long as he did to the fire of the superior artillery force of the 
South army. It would have been better to withdraw the 
batteries after the deployment of the enemy to secure places, 
and later on advanced to advantageous positions from which 
the final attack could have been opposed. 
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